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Thank You 

to the members who contacted 
us with email addresses and 
information about other 
recipients. This newsletter will 
only go out to recipients with 
an email address. If you know 
of someone without an email, 
why don't you become their 
email buddy and pass on 
copies of newsletters and 
notices. 

Your committee 

Chairman: Fred Edwards OAM  
     Tamworth 

Secretary:  Roger Butler OAM  
     Moree 

Treasurer:  Garnet Wood OAM  
     Tamworth 

Communications:  
    Maria Hitchcock OAM  
     Armidale 

Committee:   
    Peta Blyth OAM     
     Delungra 

    Bruce Stewart OAM   
     Tamworth 

We had two  Zoom meetings 
this year to discuss how to stay 
in touch with our members.  

A newsletter will be sent out 
every two months. 

NEW ENGLAND NORTH WEST GROUP 
ORDER OF AUSTRALIA ASSOCIATION

Congratulations to 
Dr Sophie Masson AM of Armidale who was awarded a 
PhD in Feb 2019, officially conferred at UNE 
Graduation the following May. Her thesis consists of a 
novel and an associated analytical exegesis, which was 
accepted without corrections, and praised by the three 
examiners, all of whom were academics from outside 
UNE, including one from the UK. She was subsequently 
awarded a number of scholarships and was a Visiting 
Scholar at the University of Cambridge (UK) for a 
month. The novel she wrote during the PhD was 
acquired by a publisher and will be out next year.

Sophie is a prolific children's author. Two of her recent 
picture books have been shortlisted in the 2020 Speech 
Pathology Australia Book of the Year Awards! There's a Tiger 
out There, illustrated by Ruth Waters and published by Little 
Hare, was shortlisted in the Birth to Three Years category; 
while Join the Armidale Parade, illustrated by Kathy 
Creamer and published by Little Pink Dog Books, was 
shortlisted in the Five to Eight Years category.

Let us know of your achievements or those of one of 
our members for a future newsletter!
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Obituaries 

May 2020
Mrs Gwyneth JAEGER 
OAM 
Gunnedah NSW 2380 
Awarded Australia Day 2003
For service to the community of 
Gunnedah.

Can you help? 

We need new addresses for the 
following recipients. Please send 
them to 
maria.hitchcock@gmail.com

Kenneth BARKER OAM      
Glen Innes

Doris BUDDEN OAM            
Manilla

Frederick & Nancy 
CALDERBANK OAM 
Delungra

Emily CLIFTON OAM 
Dr Grahame DEANE AM 
Elizabeth DAVIES AM 
Bertie GUNNING OAM 
Gunnedah

Alma CROOK OAM 
Dora SPENCER OAM 
Tenterfield

Eleanor DAWSON OAM
Boggabri

Audrey DEARDON OAM 
Joan HAUSFELD OAM
Tamworth

Gary DOYLE OAM 
Mungindi

Oliver DUFFY OAM
Armidale

Henry FAY OAM
Bingara

For this newsletter we decided to ask committee members 
how Covid 19 was affecting their towns.

Maria Hitchcock OAM Armidale 
At first you could bowl a ball down the main street - it was 
so quiet. People were pretty worried and observed 
lockdown. We had two cases and they went. After that the 
community relaxed and became complacent. There's not a 
lot of social distancing going on in the supermarket. It's 
rare to see anyone with a mask. Businesses adapted and 
most are now trading. Uni students are gradually coming 
back. The Bowlo is being strict - sign in and out. I learnt 
how to make sourdough bread which is now a staple in my 
household.  One of the crazy developments during this 
pandemic was the rise of online shopping - so much so 
that Australia Post couldn't handle all the parcels. I run an 
online nursery which was also swamped with orders but I 
soon had to pack in Express satchels as parcels were taking 
weeks to arrive resulting in dead plants.

Garnet Wood OAM Tamworth 
From the outset, health care facilities have been required 
to implement strict measures enforced by Government 
authorities. This is not surprising given the vital role of 
our health care providers in maintaining the well- being of 
our communities.The challenge has been how best to 
implement procedures given the constraints of existing 
floor plan layouts, established protocols, initial short 
supply of essential items etc. The management and staff     
(whether hospital, medical practice rooms, nursing home, 
allied health etc.) have demonstrated much innovation in 
meeting the challenges of changing circumstances. 
Increased utilisation of on-line technologies, telephone 
consultations etc. are being used to minimise person to 
person contact. On entry to some facilities (hospital, 
nursing home) authorised persons are required to sanitize 
hands at wash stations, have their temperature measured 
by non-skin contact thermometers and have their contact 
details recorded in daily log books. Where possible, the 
point of egress is distanced from others seeking entry. In 
the post COVID-19 pandemic era, many of the above 
strategies may become routinely established to combat 
any future life threatening infectious agent outbreaks 
thereby maintaining Australia’s enviable record.

mailto:maria.hitchcock@gmail.com
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Can you help?  

We need new addresses for the 
following recipients. Please send 
them to maria.hitchcock@gmail.com

Roy GARLAND OAM 
Inverell

Cecily HOARE OAM
Walcha

Reg JAMIESON OAM
Moree

Glenn JONES ESM
Tamworth 

Alan KENNEDY OAM
Armidale 

Hazel LEE OAM
Quirindi 

Donald McCREDIE OAM
Merah Nth 

Les NOTT AFSM
Boggabri 

Ross PANTON OAM
Narrabri 

Snr Const. Imants RAMMA 
APM
Tenterfield 

William RICHARDSON OAM
Barraba 

Laurence ROWE OAM
Gunnedah 

Ralph SCHULZE  AM
Tamworth 

Lester THURSTON OAM
Tooraweenah 

Robert VARCOE ESM
Tamworth 

Kerrie WALLACE AFSM
Uralla 

Christine WALTERS OAM
Attunga 

Roger WOTTON AM
Gunnedah 

Peta Blyth OAM Delungra 
"Musings of a musician during the Pandemic" 

While at this time our thoughts are with those 
athletes, who having trained to the highest level of 
their game, are now in limbo with the cancellation of 
the Tokyo 2020 Olympics. Certainly, the cancellation  
was the correct, necessary and only decision, as  
exemplified by the numbers of cases in Japan and 
around the world at this time. The athletes face 
ongoing training with no definite end or goal in sight 
and in some cases, a finality of a career due to age. A 
sense of futility must prevail.

In a not dissimilar vein, numerous professional 
performers - actors, musicians and the industry it 
supports, face an uncertain future.  Likewise these 
performers train at the highest level, requiring much 
dedication, study and commitment and often, 
personal sacrifice. Many artists at the top level work 
from contract to contract nationally and 
internationally.  Aside from the economic hit, there is  
the loss of sense of identify and artistic outlet. The 
need for that interaction with an audience is 
irreplaceable, not matter what  the various ' on line' 
platforms can provide.

 Thoughts also go to the young performers, those next 
in line ready to launch their careers, the young 
performers - perhaps with scholarships won amidst 
strong competition and nowhere to go to further 
careers. They fall behind the already aspiring young 
performers in the industry, who will struggle to 
maintain their position  in an already competitive and 
cut throat industry.  Those studying need that 
performance experience to develop and grow. Being 
pitted against your peers is a very necessary part on 
the role of advancement. 

As a musician, now at the other end of the spectrum, 
I know I would have felt extremely frustrated by the 
very necessary restrictions to the art from that this 
awful pandemic has placed. You commit yourself to 
the requirements of to the art from and dedicate 
oneself to the process of study both here and overseas, 
gaining  performance experience through no matter 
what - concerts, auditions, masterclasses  and 
hopefully, gain ultimately a job!!  

mailto:maria.hitchcock@gmail.com
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Honour Boards 

Our committee suggested 
sending a letter to each of the 
Councils in our region asking 
about the possibility of installing 
Honour Boards of local awardees. 
This is a project we have been 
talking about for some time. 
Towns have Honour Boards of 
Mayors, schools have honour 
boards of captains and many large 
corporations have their own 
honour boards. It's only fitting 
that we honour those who have 
sometimes spent lifetimes in the 
service of others. Our honour 
boards would also include earlier 
imperial honours as well as those 
who received other meritorious 
awards often announced at the 
same time as the Order of 
Australia awards.

Our committee is also requesting 
councils provide a contact person 
who could act as a liaison for our 
members. We thought that a 
representative of the Australia 
Day committee in each town 
might be a good contact. On the 
next page is a copy of the form 
letter sent out to all the councils 
in our region. This one was sent 
to Moree Shire Council. 

Thank you to our Secretary 
Roger Butler OAM for writing up 
and sending out these letters. We 
will let you know how we get on 
in the next newsletter. 

Peta Blyth (cont.) 

On a positive note, Lyndon Terracini is to date, 
progressing with Wagner's Ring Cycle in Brisbane in 
November 2020, perhaps the first attempt to get things 
back on  the road in the theatre. A brave move. Not only 
one night of opera but four!  Bonne chance! 

Most likely, as has already  been stated, the performance 
sector was the first in and most likely, will be the last out. 

Roger Butler OAM Moree. 
Moree has had no Coronavirus cases. However, the 
community, generally, has been observing social distancing 
and self-isolation which, of course, has had a negative 
impact on business and social activities. However, the 
Moree community seems generally relaxed and 
significantly improved agricultural conditions have been a 
morale booster.

Fred Edwards OAM Tamworth  

Living in Tamworth and district is much easier at this 
point in time. Plenty of open air spaces and sports fields 
where people do not find it difficult to self isolate. 

Country people seem to care more about their fellow man 
and this is evident in cafes, shops, restaurants etc. where 
the staff are doing their level best to provide a safe 
environment. The owners and staff in these businesses are 
finding it really hard to survive and they need a ‘pat on the 
back’ for their efforts. Of course, we are all missing the 
events usually run by the charities and service groups 
where people could always meet up with others they know 
and have a chat: Book sales, farm field days, Agquip, street 
markets, church fetes, art shows to name a few. 

Everybody has been inconvenienced by this pandemic and 
some worse than others and complaining does not get us 
anywhere. ‘It is not fair’ is the catch phrase at the moment.  
Well, who ever said that Life was meant to be fair?  We will 
all just have to hunker down and get through it. No-one 
can predict the future, especially at this point in time, but 
if we all pull together and do the right thing it will 
eventually pass and we can get back to life without the 
threat of this awful illness. 
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