
 

E - N E W S L E T T E R  ● M A R C H  2 0 2 0  
 

 

Welcome from VIC Branch Chair 
Welcome to the first edition of the Order of Australia Association VIC Branch e-

Newsletter for 2020. 

 

Our thoughts are with members, families and friends who suffered the impact 

of drought, bushfires, smoke haze and floods during summer and autumn.  

We are now all facing the challenges and uncertainty of COVID-19. Regional 

Groups have cancelled or rescheduled upcoming events as noted on pages 9 

and 10. 

It is pleasing to report Victoria had the highest number of honours recipients 

this Australia Day, the diversity in age, gender and culture is thanks to those who took the time  to 

nominate people who have gone above and beyond and will continue to do the same for years to 

follow. Please take the time to nominate achievers in your community. 

 

In welcoming new members from the 2020 Australia Day Honours and Awards we also thank our 

annual and three year members for renewing their membership. 

 

The first event for 2020 was the Australia Day Parade down Swanston Street, past the Melbourne 

Town Hall, Federation Square, State Theatre and the NGV finishing in the Kings Domain Gardens. 

 

The fourth VIC Branch Inspiring Australians Oration was delivered by Kevin Sheedy AO at the 

Melbourne Town Hall on Wednesday February 26, 2020. It was pleasing to have David Mann AM a 

former VIC Branch Chairman MC the event and acknowledged a formidable list of members with 

their guests and schools.  

The success of this event is thanks to Peter Jones AM chair of our Events committee. Please refer to 

page 3 and 4 for the Oration article. 

 

The VIC Branch Annual General Meeting and Regional Groups meeting was held on Tuesday March 

17, 2020 at RACV City Club. Our Office Bearers for the next twelve months are noted on page 14. 

The VIC Branch committee meets with Regional Group representatives three times a year; this 

allows Regional Groups to openly ask questions of the committee. Please take the time to share 

ideas with your Regional Group Office Bearers and ask that they be raised at the July 21, 2020 

meeting. The VIC Branch values member feedback. 

 

Due to health issues in November 2019 our Editor Irene Harrington OAM put down her writing pen 

and retired from the committee to focus on her health. It is pleasing to report Irene is making good 

progress, perhaps not as fast as she would like. Thank you Irene for your nine months work 

ensuring the e-Newsletter continued to be a quality publication growing on the work of past 

Editors. As VIC Chair I am producing this edition of the e-Newsletter and accept full responsibility.  

 
Dr Helene Bender OAM, Chair Victoria Branch M: 0407 261 951 
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Important message COVID-19  
The National Board agreed the advice about COVID-19 is changing fast and decided on Thursday 

March 19, 2020 that all face-to-face activity within the Order of Australia Association should cease 

immediately. 

 

This decision was taken after a full review of circumstances and in order to ensure the safety, health 

and wellbeing of our members. Naturally we also consider the welfare of guests and venue staff in 

this decision. 

 

This cessation of much of our normal activities may cause difficulties.  

Business will need to be conducted by remote means such as teleconference, TEAMS, Skype, Zoom, 

email exchange and other forms of communication to ensure regular meetings are still held and we 

maintain good lines of communication.   

 

I strongly encourage you all to support your local businesses in whatever way you can during this 

challenging time. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation and stay safe. 

Health related information 
Stay up to date on developments relating to COVID-19 by visiting the Federal Department of 

Health website, as well as VIC government websites: 

Federal Government – Department of Health  www.health.gov.au 

 

Victoria – Dept of Health & Human Services  www.dhhs.vic.gov.au  

 

Australia Day 2020 Parade  
The annual parade, which began on Swanston Street and made its way to Kings Domain, was led by 

members of the Mallacoota CFA, which battled a 

blaze that trapped thousands on the beach in 

eastern Victoria over the New Year period. 
Former VIC Branch Chairman Paul Wheelton AM 

(in the colourful suit) with his wife Angela 

Wheelton OAM, current VIC Branch Chair Helene 

Bender OAM and Deputy Chair Yvonne Ho AM 

and various Regional Group Office Bearers and 

members participated in the Australia Day 

Parade on Sunday January 26 representing the 

Order of Australia Association VIC Branch. 

The Australia Day Parade is a diverse 

representation and celebration of various aspects 

of Australian culture with many wearing their traditional country of origin dress.  

http://www.health.gov.au/
http://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/
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VIC Branch Oration delivered by Kevin Sheedy AO 
The fourth VIC Branch Inspiring Australians Oration was delivered by Kevin Sheedy AO in the 

Supper Room at the Melbourne Town Hall to a full capacity of members, guests and students on 

Wednesday February 26, 2020. 

 

Former VIC Branch Chairman David Mann AM was the MC acknowledging the Traditional Owners 

of country, and warmly welcomed VIPS, members and guests including students from Lauriston 

Girls’ School, Ringwood Secondary College and Strathcona Baptist Girls Grammar. David noted a 

couple of members who are emergency service volunteers and took the time to thank them for the 

work undertaken by all emergency sectors during the bushfires. 

 

University student Keenan Te sang the National Anthem then Helene 

Bender OAM VIC Branch Chair introduced Kevin Sheedy AO 

acknowledging Kevin as a VFL/AFL player, coach and ambassador has had 

one of the most successful careers in Australian sporting history. There is 

much more to Kevin than football. He is a marketer, a thinker, an 

innovator, the holder of awards for community service and an inspirational 

speaker, capable of talking about topics way beyond the boundaries of 

sport. Kevin Sheedy is a man for all seasons, and for all reasons. 

 

Kevin reminded members we all have a bank of knowledge gained over many years, use it now to 

make a difference before it is too late; don’t put the cue in the rack and sit back. He has always 

looked at ways to solve issues and doesn’t accept broad brush negative responses, if he did the 

ANZAC Day and Dreamtime at the G would never be AFL blockbusters. Noting the challenges 

people on the land experience, Kevin established the “Country Game” 

Round in 2016 noting people across regional Australia don't get enough 

recognition for their tireless work on the land. 

 

Kevin established AFL Sport Ready, a national not-for-profit company 

that has facilitated employment and education opportunities for more 

than 14,000 young Australians, including 2,000 Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islanders. 

He is the Ambassador for the Bravery Trust which provides financial support to veterans, current 

and former members of the Australian Defence Force, and their families, who have suffered injury 

or illness as a result of their service and are experiencing financial hardship. Kevin is equally 

inspirational beyond the boundaries of sport; he has a passion and commitment to the future of 

Australia, our youth and our culture. 

 

Australia Day last year Kevin Sheedy was elevated to an Officer of the Order of Australia for his 

distinguished service to Australian Rules football as a senior coach, and to education and 

employment programs for young people. 
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Former VIC Branch Chairman Paul Wheelton AM thanked Kevin for his excellent address inspiring 

people of all ages with his lifelong learning. We thank Paul for introducing the Inspiring Australians 

Oration four years ago as a free event for members, guests and students from invited schools. 

 

Our current Foundation scholarship recipients had their mentor in 

attendance; Chris Leptos AM the mentor for Jeremy Doupe who spoke at 

our annual lunch last November at William Angliss Restaurant and The 

Hon. Julia Gillard AC, 27th Prime Minister of Australia the mentor for 

Hannah Gandy. Both recipients greatly value the mentoring opportunities 

available. 

David Mann AM introduced Hannah Gandy for a Q&A regarding her 

studies, plans for the future and community work. Hannah openly spoke 

about her adversity and her community work reengaging students in education. Her take home 

message was, despite challenging backgrounds you are able to raise the bar and achieve whatever 

you want. 

Hannah is one of the one hundred most inspirational people within Banyule Council. We all agreed 

with young people like Hannah in the world are future looks promising. 

Keenan Te returned to sing ‘You’re the Voice’ before the formalities closed. Refreshments were 

served and everyone had the opportunity to talk with Kevin Sheedy AO, Julia Gillard AC, Hannah 

Gandy and Jeremy Doupe, many had their phone to the ready for photo opportunities.   

We acknowledge Gordon Bennett OAM the event photographer and thank members who 

purchased merchandise. 

In closing this article we thank Peter Jones AM Chair of the OAA VIC Branch Events committee and 

one of his business employees Alex Day for their work ensuring the Oration was another successful 

event.  
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Pam Robinson OAM, member of Communications sub-committee 

went one-on-one with Nan Oates OAM. 

 

Please enjoy this informative read and thank you Pam and Nan for 

your time. 

 

Q: Tell us about yourself, your family, where you grew up and what were your fondest 

childhood memories, interests and activities?  

I grew up in Kew, born 8 months before the outbreak of World War II. My brother was 5 years old 

and my sister was born later, in 1945. 

Our street comprised a new style of housing named Californian Bungalows. Within our street there 

were approximately 8 families with children of around 5 years in age. There were far more boys 

than girls so ‘us’ girls had the important role of being guinea pigs for our brothers’ activities. One 

role was road testing billy carts down a steep slope into Barkers Rd and our job was to stand at the 

end of the street and yell out if there was a car coming.  

We would camp out overnight in our own backyards, ride our bikes down to the Yarra River and go 

fishing, or out to Surrey Hills and swim in the Surrey Dive, a bottomless reservoir from a former, 

brickworks. 

Despite the war shortages and rationing, kids had a great time, whether it was playing our pianola, 

setting up a grocer shop, playing with meccano sets or playing with the boys’ tinker toy cars. 

Q: What was your first job, what was the pathway that took you to that job? What 

subsequent study did you undertake to get to your chosen career and where did you study?  

What various roles and positions did you hold over the years in paid employment? 

Graduating with a Commerce degree from Melbourne University, my first real job was for a year in 

1961, as a Market Research Officer for Nylex.   I found the job interesting and it taught me a lot.  

I then went overseas – another wonderful learning experience. 

On return and on completing a 9 month part-time technical assistant job at the Scoresby Research 

Station, I saw an advertisement for a new course being developed at Monash University in 1973 - a 

Master of Environmental Science via course work and a minor thesis. I was much older than most of 

my cohort, but this gave me a huge advantage of world experience over the younger ones. I came 

to be referred to as “the Mother of two from Vermont”. 

Doing the course part-time over four years, graduating in 1977, one of my friends suggested I 

become a freelance journalist. My first major writing challenge was as an accredited print journalist, 

attending the United Nations Conference on Desertification held in Nairobi, Kenya. 

Then between 1980-2000, jobs and roles were many and varied, some full time, while others part 

time and seasonal.  Within this era, I also established my own consultancy in the early 1990’s, 

working mainly for local governments in areas such as roadside management, restoration and 

regeneration of parks and reserves, streetscapes, and revegetation plans for new housing estates.  

I worked on a joint project for the Shire of Yarra Ranges and the Country Fire Authority for the 

Yarra Region 13, to develop a new approach to Municipal Fire Protection Planning which involved 
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the wider community, rather than just fire brigades – later then being employed by Yarra Region 13 

of the Country Fire Authority as a Community Fireguard Facilitator.  

Additionally, I wrote “Managing your Wetland” a practical guide for farmers; and co- published 

“Tree$ for the Back Paddock”; was Editor of Trees & Natural Resources Journal for the then Natural 

Resources Conservation League and the Australian Forest Growers magazine; wrote the Catchment 

Management Plan for the Loddon-Campaspe region; Executive Officer of the Roadsides 

Conservation Committee; a Land Protection Advisor, and Coordinator for the development of 

Victoria’s Decade of Landcare Plan.  

My final position was 2001 - 2002 as a tutor at Deakin University on “Fire in the Australian 

Environment”, as part of the Applied Science Degree in “Natural Resource Management”.  

Q: What was your first involvement as a volunteer and over the years, what volunteer 

organisations have you been a member with? 

My volunteer involvement probably began when I became a member of the Alexandra Land 

Protection Regional Advisory Committee in 1986, as at the time we had a hobby block near 

Mansfield. I then became a member of the Salinity Pilot Plan Advisory Committee in 1987 and a 

member of several Landcare groups. 

I joined Panton Hill Rural Fire Brigade in 1992 and have held several roles since then. I am now a 

Life Member. In 1999, I became a member of CFA’s Peer Support Team (another voluntary role) and 

I did this until 2014. 

Currently, I write short articles for a local bi-monthly newspaper. 

Q: What year did you receive your OAM, what was the Award citation and what has it meant 

to you to be so Honoured? Are there other Awards that you have received that you would like 

to share with us? 

In 2005 I was awarded the Order of Australia Medal. “For service to environmental management 

through the development of conservation programs and policies, and to the community education 

about fire safety”   

The development of the Landcare program through community involvement at the grass roots 

level and the Community Fireguard program which was modelled on the Landcare program also 

worked through local communities facing a common risk and involving them in the decision-

making, was a neat link. 

In 2002 RACV sponsored awards for projects related to Fire Safety in the Community.      My award 

was for Individual Excellence. 

My other awards from the CFA are National Medal 2012; National Emergency Medal 2014 (Black 

Saturday 2009); Life Member 2014 - and 25 years recognition 2017. 

Q: What advice would you have for someone wanting to follow in your footsteps? 

Love what you do; keep an open mind and be a good listener; keep on learning from other’s 

experiences; creativity in something regardless of what it is can be a useful healing process; trust 

your instincts to say NO! 

Q: What are you most passionate about for yourself, your family, your community and in 

relation to life in general? 
I am now the matriarch of my family and my guiding principle is to look after the land, be an active part of a 

caring community and realising that it can be a privilege to grow old. All I wish for my family is that they 

contribute to society in some way or other, regardless of their fields of endeavour. 
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New OAA Merchandise items 
The Merchandise Sub-Committee is pleased to advise you of two new items that have been added to the 

products available. Please refer to https://www.theorderofaustralia.asn.au/shopping-cart/  

Inductive power charger 
This ultra-slim table-top charger is in blue with the OAA crest in full 

colour.  It comes complete with a cable. 

You will never have to look for your charger cables again, and switch 

chargers between Apple and Android phones and tablets when members 

of the family need to recharge but have different models.  Just place your 

phone on the blue ‘loop’ charger on your desk or table and your tech will 

charge by inductive energy. 

Loop is compatible with all Qi-enabled devices, otherwise known as Wireless Charging devices including 

recent iPhone™ models and top-end Samsung, Google, Microsoft, Sony, HTC, LG smartphones.   

The ‘loop’ is on sale at an Introductory Price of $18 for members, P & H $9.50.  

Travel Power Pack 
For all members who travel overseas and carry a variety of adaptors and chargers, this is the ideal solution!  

This power pack comes in an attractive zipped box with the OAA crest in 

black and white on a silver panel.  The crest is also on the charger, which has 

four USB ports so that you can charge multiple electronic items at the same 

time. 
There are adaptors for Australia, the US, the UK and Europe. 

And the whole package measures just 12 cm x 12 cm. 

The Travel Power Pack is on sale to members for the Introductory Price of 

$28. Postage will be approximately $12.50 – to be calculated accurately 

depending on the items in each order 

 

News from our Regional Groups regarding past events 

North East Victoria and Goulburn Valley Regional Group 
On Australia Day the North East Goulburn Valley had 13 new recipients 7 of which were women.  It was 

wonderful to see such a diversity of contributions in our region and that over 50% were awarded to women. 

There were two AM's awarded and the remainder were awarded the OAM.  

At our February Luncheon and Annual Meeting at Yarrawonga/Mulwala Golf Club, 78 members and guests 

attended. Rt Rev John Parkes AM, immediate past Bishop of the Anglican diocese of Wangaratta, spoke 

about his life and move to the ministry. Bishop John born in the UK, studied law then migrated to Australia. 

After a varied law career and being admitted to the bar, John heeded the call to join the Anglican ministry. 

With his varied life experience, John was able to make a difference.   

John was elected Bishop of Wangaratta in 2008 retiring as Bishop on 24
th

 December 2019. Prior to his 

election as Bishop he was Assistant Bishop and Archbishop’s Commissary in the Diocese of Brisbane, and 

also Dean of St John’s Cathedral. Bishop John has also served as rector of All Saints’ Church, Ainslie, 

(1998-2004); Director of the Australian Centre for Christianity and Culture; Archdeacon of Canberra South; 

 

https://mandrillapp.com/track/click/30295019/www.theorderofaustralia.asn.au?p=eyJzIjoiUGdRRTVNSUhmU1R0X1ZOWkJCT096b3Jrc1FvIiwidiI6MSwicCI6IntcInVcIjozMDI5NTAxOSxcInZcIjoxLFwidXJsXCI6XCJodHRwczpcXFwvXFxcL3d3dy50aGVvcmRlcm9mYXVzdHJhbGlhLmFzbi5hdVxcXC9zaG9wcGluZy1jYXJ0XFxcL1wiLFwiaWRcIjpcIjUxYjJlNDJiYjc2MDQxZTNiMTA3YTgxNWFiNDQyMDUwXCIsXCJ1cmxfaWRzXCI6W1wiYTY5ZDIzZDA2NWVlYTczZjQwMWFkNTgwYmJiMTRmYjE5YWVlMzg4NVwiXX0ifQ
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Rector of Young; As a former barrister, he has also served on the General Synod Standing Committee and 

the Church Law Commission. 

During his time as Bishop John has made an enormous contribution to the North East Community and we 

look forward to his future involvement in our Association. 

It was wonderful to have one of our new AD recipients attend the luncheon: 

Mrs Elizabeth Mourik from Wooragee received an OAM for service to education, and to the community. 

Libby, well known to our group has attended many of our lunches with husband Dr Pieter Mourik AM. Four 

years ago Libby was bitten by a brown snake which caused serious medical problems including loss of 

speech and she was lucky to survive. As we have watched her recovery it was particularly special to 

congratulate Libby on receiving her OAM. 

Eastern Suburbs Regional Group 
Our Eastern Suburbs Regional Group committee was indeed very privileged to have Linda Black as our 

guest speaker at our Annual General Meeting, held in the Wheelers Hill Library Meeting Room. Her 

presentation was entitled “Staying Alive and Thriving” and she talked about positive ageing and the 

emotional needs and resources that we are born with.   

Linda is well-qualified as a psychologist, sociologist, psychotherapist, hypnotherapist, and the list of her 

qualifications goes on.  

Linda highlighted certain important life-style habits we should 

embrace – 

* Have good nutrition, eating fresh fruit and vegetables every 

day 

* Do some sort of daily exercise to keep your body in shape 

* Be aware of your need for feeling safe and secure, so have an 

organisation or network that you can trust. 

* Maintain some sort of positive status, e.g. your place in an 

extended family or friendship group. 

* Be grateful for all the good things in your life and smile at 

everyone you meet. 

* Keep a balance between a certain amount of privacy in your life, but not too much, which could cause 

loneliness.  

* Touch others and allowing yourself to be touched is important.  Join a group where hugs are common and 

people are friendly.  

*Don’t be afraid to start something new, perhaps a different U3A class or join a local Probus group.  

Linda told us of an aged friend who had a house-full of books so started a neighbourhood weather-proof 

library on her nature-strip and encouraged locals to borrow from it and swap books.  

We all enjoyed Linda’s talk and Barbara Thompson, our Chair, thanked her for her wise words.   

We all felt that we had learned something.   

Linda’s web-site is:  www.insightingpeace.com 

 

Photo Barbara Thompson OAM and Linda Black 

  

http://www.insightingpeace.com/
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Mornington Peninsula Regional Group 

The Mornington Peninsula Regional Group held a very successful 

annual luncheon on Friday 14
th

 of February. The event was held at 

the grand Woodman Estate in Moorooduc, which is set 50 acres of 

rolling lawns, rose gardens and bushland. 

The very special guest speaker was the Reverend Tim Costello AO. 

Tim is best known from his time as CEO of World Vision but has 

had a very varied and distinguished career, much of it dedicated to 

the service of the community. 

Attended by some 50 members, Tim challenged the audience with a 

range of thought provoking observations and excerpts from his latest 

book, “A lot with a little”. 

The group was very grateful to Rev Costello for taking the time to inspire and motivate them to even greater 

contributions to those less fortunate. 

Photo: Rev Tim Costello AO and Brian Stahl OAM JP (Chair MPRG) 

UPCOMING REGIONAL GROUP EVENTS 
Please note some events may be cancelled after the e-Newsletter has been emailed to 

members 

 

Central Highlands Wimmera Regional Group 
CANCELLED The Annual Luncheon will be held on May 17th in Ballarat with an Olympic flavour as 

this is an Olympic Year. 

Student Citizen Awards will be conducted at Ballarat, Nhill, Horsham and Warracknabeal throughout the 

year. 

A spring Luncheon will take place in Stawell in September 2020.  

 

Eastern Suburbs Regional Group       
Wednesday June 17.Morning Tea at 10.00am followed by a Musical Theatre Performance entitled “Oh 

Carole! The Songs of Carole King and Neil Sedaka” at 11.00am at the Whitehorse Centre, Whitehorse Road 

Nunawading.  

Gippsland Regional Group        
The Sir Frank Macfarlane Burnet dinner is scheduled for Wednesday 21st October. The guest speaker will be 

Urologist Associate Professor Nathan Lawrentschuke, the Director of the E J Whitten Foundation Prostate 

Cancer Research Centre at Epworth Hospital. 

Melbourne Central Regional Group     
Luncheons at Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club New date Now July 17 Guest speaker Prof. Jayashri Kulkatni 

AM Director MAPrc – Mental Health Research and Clinic. 

September 11 Hon. Peter Costello AC  
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 Mornington Peninsula Regional Group 

ALL EVENTS CANCELLED July 17: Reception for the 2020 AD and QB recipients. August 28 

Annual luncheon and Roy Ward Award presentation November 11: Remembrance Day Service. Nov 13: 

Schools Awards presentation, recital and afternoon tea at Beleura House 

Due to a recent injury, Brian Stahl OAM the MPRG elected a new chair Commodore Jim Dickson AM MBE 

on Friday March 13, 2020 

  

North East & Goulburn Valley Regional Group    
CANCELLED Sunday 31

st
 May Park Lake Hotel Shepparton Guest Speaker -The Hon Neil Andrew OA 

Sunday 11
th

 October Meeting - Mitchelton Winery -Speaker to be confirmed 

 

North Central Suburbs Regional Group 

Modified program for 2020: 

Winter Lunch to be held Wednesday 3
rd

 June commencing at 11:45am at the Sycamore Tree Coffee Shop 

Sunday Lunch in August (Date to be confirmed) at the Yering Meadows Golf Club Café commencing at 

12:00Noon 

Spring Lunch to be held on Wednesday 2
nd

 September commencing at 11:45am at the Sycamore St Coffee 

Shop. 

Reception for 2020 Honours Recipients to be held on Thursday 22
nd

 October at the Heidelberg Uniting 

Church commencing at 1:30pm 

 

South Central Suburbs Regional Group       
June 25

th
 mid-year luncheon at the prestigious West Brighton Club  

Our guest speaker will be Prof Graeme Samuel AC whose credentials are too long to mention here. His topic 

is ‘Should our Company Directors be more accountable?’ Booking details are in this e-Newsletter.     

In August Kingston Council will host a Cocktail Party for this year’s Honours Recipients. This event has 

been held annually for ten years and is rotated between Bayside, Glen Eira and Kingston Councils who cover 

this area.   

Congratulations to Stacey Williams on the birth of her son Hugo 

Alexander Schembri-Williams on Friday March 6, 2020. 

 

Stacey has been instrumental in working with various organisations and 

individuals to increase the number of women being nominated for Order of 

Australia Honours. She has received excellent support from within the 

Department of Premier and Cabinet to achieve positive outcomes. Stacey 

will return from parental leave early 2021. 

Special edition of the e-Newsletter 
The VIC Branch will issue a late April 2020 e-Newsletter to ensure members are kept updated with 

items of interest regarding the May 2020 National AGM, Regional Groups and the COVID-19 

impact on the Association. As noted Regional Groups have cancelled April and May events, please 

note meetings should continue using various communication options available. 

Please stay safe 



 

Page 11 

UPCOMING VICTORIA BRANCH EVENTS 
Please note same as Regional Groups; these events may be cancelled after the e-

Newsletter has been emailed to members. 

2020 MELBOURNE WINTER MASTERPIECES 
FRENCH IMPRESSIONIST PIERRE BONNARD 

Thursday July 17 at 10.30am 
 

Program: 

10.30am  Lecture by Dr Ted Gott in the 

Clemenger Auditorium  

(entry via the North entrance of the 

NGV) 

11.30pm *Walkthrough of the Pierre Bonnard 

exhibition and visit to the bookshop 

1.00pm- 2.30pm Lunch at Café Vic (next door to the NGV in the Art Centre under the spire) 

*Note: Single exhibition entry only  

Lunch Menu: 

Main - Roast of the Day, Alternative vegetarian Main.  

Dessert - Opera Cake; Glass of Wine Tea or Coffee 

Bookings: 

All Bookings are to be made through Try Booking at: https://www.trybooking.com/612579  by June 

20. Although it states that people should only book one ticket type per person if a member and 

guest are going to the lecture, exhibition and lunch for instance they can select that ticket type and 

then select two tickets. Otherwise select each ticket type for each person from the list and complete 

the registration. 

Once you have booked your tickets you will receive an email message on or before Friday 26 June 

confirming final arrangements for your visit.  

Prices:  

A. Lecture and exhibition only: $39.00 

B. Lecture, exhibition and lunch: $80.00 

C. Lunch only: $41.00 

*There will be a small administration fee of 60 cents per transaction. 

ANNUAL LUNCH 

Tuesday November 17 at William Angliss Restaurant with guest speaker 

Please save the date. 

https://www.trybooking.com/612579
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ALTERNATIVE ARRANGEMENTS FOR ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING 2020 

We refer to the previous E-News National bulletins regarding the cancellation of the Darwin May 

2020 Conference and the impacts of COVID-19 on our Association activities.  

The well-being of our members is paramount in the COVID-19 situation and therefore alternate 

arrangements are necessary for the National AGM 2020 in these extraordinary circumstances. 

Intention is to utilise the Constitutional provisions to hold this meeting via teleconference.  

Directors and Branch Chairman will hold a teleconference.  Association members are requested to 

assist by completing a Proxy Form.  

 

If you have any questions please contact VIC Branch Chair Helene Bender OAM on  

E: chairvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au or Mobile 0407 261 951. 

Only the items of business on the Agenda will be addressed, and only in the simplest of terms. 

The revised Notice of AGM and a Proxy Form are available at: 

https://www.theorderofaustralia.asn.au/national/agm/ 

A special message to all our members 

 

mailto:chairvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au
https://www.theorderofaustralia.asn.au/national/agm/
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SPECIAL LUNCHEON 

Thursday 25th June 2020, 12 noon for 12.30 PM  

AT THE FAMOUS 

WEST BRIGHTON CLUB 
22 PARK STREET BRIGHTON (Melways 67 C11)  

GUEST SPEAKER 

PROFESSOR GRAEME SAMUEL AC 
Distinguished Australian businessman, with leadership roles in a huge range of business, 

academic, government, research, sporting and community activities 

 

“Are our company directors up to the task?” 
His comments should interest every Member investor 

and superannuant and your guests 
 

COST $62.50 GST INC PER PERSON, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE 

(Includes fine two course meal and drinks) 
Guests are welcome but book early (seats limited) 

Dress: Jacket and tie          Full decorations to be worn 

Acceptances and cheques to be mailed to the Hon Treasurer, Geoff Oscar AM 

8A Hoyt Street, Hampton 3188 Phone: 9521 9065 by 18th June 2020. 

 

Direct Debit to Bendigo Bank BSB 633-000   Account number 132398835 (Please email Treasurer to advise booking 

by direct debit noting member surname – genoscar@melbpc.org.au  

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

I would like to attend the Special Luncheon on 25th June at the West Brighton Club 

Please find enclosed cheque for …..……..  persons @ $62.50 each $    ................... 

Cheques should be made payable to the Order of Australia Association and mailed to the Treasurer by 18th June 

2020. 

Name & Post Nominals ……………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………….. 

Phone………….………………………….Email……………………………………………………………………….…………………………………….. 

Name/s of your Guest/s…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….… 

Special dietary requirements........................................................................................................................... 

mailto:genoscar@melbpc.org.au
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Election Results Victoria Branch Annual General Meeting 

The 2020 Annual General Meeting was held on Tuesday 17th March 2020 commencing at 11.00am at the 

RACV City Club, Melbourne. 

The annual report of the Victoria Branch was tabled by Chair, Dr Helene Bender OAM and is 

available on the OAA website. Additionally the Draft VIC Branch AGM Minutes and Financial 

Report for January 1 to December 31, 2019 are available on the OAA website under VIC. 

Election results: 
Chairman:   Dr Helene Bender OAM E: chairvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au  

Deputy Chair:   Dr Yvonne Ho AM 

Secretary:   Fred Harrington OAM E: secvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au  

Treasurer:   Alan Brook OAM E: treasurervic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au  

Committee:   Barbara Brook OAM  

Peter Jones AM 

Dr June Kane AM 

    William Lye OAM QC 

    Pam Robinson OAM  

    Barbara Thomas OAM 

     

Below are appointments at the VIC Branch Committee meeting held following the AGM:- 

Branch Nominated Director:    William Lye OAM QC 

Editor e-Newsletter:      Vacant (please read note below)  

Editor The Order National magazine VIC pages:  Helene Bender OAM 

Events Chair:       Peter Jones AM 

Merchandise Chair      June Kane AM 

Regional Groups Coordinator:    Barbara Brook OAM 

 

There will be a special edition of the e-Newsletter late April 2020 expanding on Office Bearers for 

2020 and acknowledging 2019 Office Bearers not continuing in 2020. 

 

Member with a creative flair for the 

e-Newsletter 
The VIC Branch is keen to co-opt a member with a creative flair to assist with 

the collating of articles for our quarterly e-Newsletter. 

All the Regional Group Chairs are asked to provide articles regarding events 

held together with high res photos and details of upcoming events. 

Other articles, marketing (merchandise) and VIC Branch events are submitted in a format suitable 

to include in the e-Newsletter. 

In short, most of the articles are provided; your role is to be creative in collating the e-Newsletters. 

There are four editions of the e-Newsletter per 12 months. 

If interested in this opportunity please contact VIC Branch Chair Helene Bender OAM on  

M: 0407 261 951 or E: chairvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au  
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