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 ORDER OF AUSTRALIA 

        VICTORIA BRANCH 
“fostering love of and pride in Australian citizenship” 

 
 

Welcome from Branch Chair 
  
 

Welcome to spring – at last I hear some say! 
 
Since the winter (June) edition the VIC Branch Committee and sub-committees have been 
active in many areas. 
 
2019 Australia Day and Queen’s Birthday Honours’ recipients were guests of the VIC 
Branch at our New Awardees Reception generously hosted by Aleks Vass OAM and the 
team at the Alex Theatre.  
 
Thank you to MC Christine Unsworth AM, who took the time to expand on the citations 

ensuring everyone had a greater understanding of the depth and quality of the contribution our 2019 recipients 
have made over numerous years.  
 
My message to recipients and guests on the day, was to nominate at least one person you know who has gone 
above and beyond to make that all-important difference. 
 
We thank our Events Sub-committee Chair Peter Jones AM, for his work to ensure attendees and their guests 
felt valued. 
 
Peter also secured from Newtheatricals preview tickets to the musical “Come from Away”. Members who 
purchased these tickets appreciated the opportunity to enjoy this remarkable real-life story.  It is pleasing to see 
the season is now extended to at least mid-November; it is a must see musical. 
 
Our Merchandise sub-committee chaired by Dr June Kane AM invited all VIC Branch Regional Groups to 
undertake a short survey regarding merchandise. Thank you to those who replied.  Your comments are being 
addressed and yes, a new-look scarf is now a stock item.  
 
Service was the hallmark of the late Tim Fisher AC, who took his last train ride in late August 2019. Pam 
Robinson OAM, a VIC Branch Committee member, was invited by the family to his State Funeral in Albury.  Her 
fitting tribute and reflections can be found on page 9.  

This month the 2019 Queen’s Birthday recipients have together with family and friends been congratulated by 
our Patron, the Hon Linda Dessau AC, Governor of Victoria during their investiture at Government House.    
 
Thank you to the recipients who have joined the Association; the Vic Branch and Regional Groups welcome the 
opportunity to meet you at upcoming events. 
 
Rosemary (Rosie) Batty AO, 2015 Australian of the Year and 2019 Queen’s Birthday Officer of the Order of 
Australia recipient, will be the guest speaker at our Annual Luncheon on Thursday 21st November 2019 at the 
William Angliss Restaurant. A 2019 Order of Australia Association Foundation scholarship recipient will talk 
about the opportunities their scholarship has given them.  
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Further information regarding the luncheon is included elsewhere in this e-Newsletter. For booking details to 
the annual luncheon, please refer to page 6. 
 
In closing, thank you to Tony Smith OAM the VIC Branch Membership Secretary for the excellent work he does 
ensuring Regional Groups are advised of their Australia Day and Queen’s Birthday recipients and updates to 
membership lists during the year. Please don’t forget to advise Tony of changes to email or mail addresses or 
telephone contact details. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support, please enjoy reading the spring edition of the e-Newsletter. 
Helene Bender OAM, Chairman, Victoria Branch 

 

Editor's message  

                 
 
 

All of us who have the post nominals we do, have done just that.  We have all used the contents of our bag for 
the benefit of many others. And we’ve figured out how to carry our bag to the best of our ability.  Your e-
Newsletter is the ideal opportunity to help us hear how people are using the contents of their bag. 
 
In this edition you will find information on forthcoming events from the different groups around Victoria, as well 
as the Vic Branch events.   You’ll also be introduced to our hardworking merchandise sub-committee – a great 
team of people headed by June Kane AM and ably supported by Alan Brook OAM, Barbara Brook OAM and Neil 
Soullier OAM.    
 
Pam Robinson OAM has been hard at work and has provided an interesting interview with John Brown AO. 

 
As usual, this e-Newsletter is only made possible with your contributions and assistance, so please feel free to 
send me any articles/stories you would like to see published for your fellow members to read.  Please note, the 
deadline for the next edition of the e-Newsletter, is the 19th November. 
 
Until next time, happy reading! 

Irene Harrington OAM, JP, e-Newsletter Editor  
 

Some help….. 

If you are having problems reading the articles because the words are too small, highlight what you 

want to read, put your finger on the “control” button and roll the little wheel on your mouse and 

the print will change size on your screen. 

 

Did you know…?  

When wearing your small lapel pin, you should not wear either of your medals at the same time. 

Welcome to this 2019 spring edition of the Victorian state e-Newsletter.  
 
Hannah Brencher wrote: 
We all have a bag.  We all pack differently.   Some of us are travelling light.   Some 
of us are secret hoarders who’ve never parted with a memory in our lives!   I think 
we are called on to figure out how to carry our bag to the best of our ability.   How 
to unpack it and how to face the mess.   I think a part of growing up is learning 
how to sit down on the floor with all your things and figure out what to take with 
you and what to leave behind. 
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News from the Victoria Branch Committee 
 
Victoria Branch Web page: 
 
The Victoria Branch web page, within the Order of Australia Association website 
(www.theorderofaustralia.asn.au) contains a wide range of information regarding the branch.  Following 
consideration by the Communications subcommittee the Upcoming Events page has been renamed to Annual 
Program. Events listed on this page will remain there for up to 12 months so that any anyone visiting this page 
can see the full range of events provided by the Branch and Regional Groups not just the remaining events for 
the year. 

 
New Awardees Reception 
 
In July, at the Alex Theatre in St. Kilda, over 200 guests enjoyed the official welcome of 120 new awardees to 
the Order of Australia’s Victoria Branch. 
 
The day was a wonderful occasion to celebrate the recognition of the 2019 new awardees. 
 
As formalities commenced Master of Ceremonies Christine Unsworth AM, welcomed the uplifting Australian 
Women’s Choir who performed the Australian National Anthem, as well as I Still Call Australia Home. 
 
Following the Australian Women’s Choir, Chair of the Victorian Branch Helene Bender OAM gave a warm 
welcome to this year’s Australia Day and Queen’s Birthday recipients. 
 
This event was particularly special as it is one that highlights the achievements of fellow Australians and 
reminds us of the outstanding community of which we are a part.  
 
A special thanks to Aleksander Vass OAM, who made a generous contribution of the use of the Alex Theatre, his 
wonderful staff, as well as hosting afternoon tea following the formalities. 
 
Thank you to all those who attended; we hope to see you throughout the various events our Association holds. 

 
    

 

 

 
 
Below is an extract from a “thank you” email received from Shirley Davies OAM (QB Awardee):    
 

I  thoroughly enjoyed the event at St Kilda where I travelled with my friend, Diane White OAM by public 
transport (car to Seaford – a long walk after we found a parking spot at the Seaford Station, by train to Southern 
Cross and then by tram.  It was a wonderful day so please express my thanks to all the work in organising such 
an event.   We both look forward to Government House in September. 
 

Left to right: Helen Coleman OAM, Pam Robinson OAM, Felicity 
Frederico OAM and Barbara Abley AM at the new awardees 
reception. 
 
Helen and Felicity received their 2019 Honour for Services to a 
range of community organizations.   All four Women have served 
with Local Government Councils and are Members of the Australian 
Local Government Women's Association (Vic).  
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The Australian Women’s Choir 
started proceedings with the 
singing of our National Anthem 
 

Presentations to new 
awardees 

MC Christine Unsworth AM 
and Vic Branch Chair 
Helene Bender OAM 
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Order of Australia Award Investitures 
 
Tuesday 17th, Wednesday 18th and Friday 20th September were the dates set by Government House for the 2019 
Queen’s Birthday recipients’ investitures.   There were a total of 277 awards announced in June 2019  for 
Victoria:  AC – 1, AO – 18, AM – 88 and OAM – 170.   Seven were elevations. 
 
A number of well-known Australians received their awards.  Amongst them were Rosie Batty AO, Sigrid 
Thornton AO, Elizabeth Chong AM,  Eric Bana AM and Carrie Bickmore OAM. 
 
It was great to see dual family members being recognised for their contributions.  One such couple was husband 
and wife – Vincent Bibby OAM and Judy Bibby OAM from Drouin in Gippsland who attended with their 
daughters to receive their awards on the same day.   Both have a long and distinguished record of community 
involvement and received their awards for their service to the community of Drouin. 
 
Judy Bibby OAM was involved with many sporting groups as a coach and administrator, aged care, church and 
the local cemetery. 
 
Vincent Bibby OAM was a past Councillor/Shire President of the Shire of Buln Buln, serving his community in 
many ways including local festivals, church, sporting clubs and Apex Australia.   He was the Buln Buln Shire 
Citizen of the year in 1981. 
 

 
 
Exciting news!   Save the date! 
 
The Vic Branch has now set the date for the 2020 Oration.  It will be held at the Melbourne Town Hall on 
Wednesday 26th February, 2020 at 11am.    
 
Please save the date as you won’t want to miss this free event.   A high profile speaker is being sought and full 
details will be available in the next OAA e-Newsletter.    In the past, the speakers have been Her Excellency Linda 
Dessau AC Governor of Victoria, Dr Susan Alberti AC and Sally Capp Lord Mayor of the City of Melbourne. 
 
We look forward to seeing you there. 
 

Vincent Bibby OAM and Judy Bibby 
OAM with Vic Branch Secretary Fred 
Harrington OAM, on Tuesday 17th 
September at Government House 
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An interesting idea! 
 
Recently the Vic Branch received a suggestion that the current  
concept of interviews with members included in the e-Newsletter, 
be extended to video interviews/podcasts which could be linked to  
the Victoria Branch webpage. 
 
Vic Branch Committee is supportive of the concept, but feel the matter of quality of production must be a major 
part of undertaking such interviews.   
 
The suggested way ahead was for Regional Groups interested in undertaking these type of interviews with 
members of their group, to make contact with their local TAFE, University or such so that the students 
undertaking media studies may be interested in being involved in the interviews.  With many courses looking for 
such opportunities for their students AND having excellent state of the art equipment, this could be a win-win 
for everyone. 
 
If you are interested in being involved in this project and having your videos uploaded to the Branch website,  
please contact editorvic@theorderofaustraliaassociation.asn.au  
 

Branch Annual Luncheon 
 
This year’s Luncheon is being held on Thursday 21st November at the William Angliss Institute with Rosemary 
(Rosie) Batty AO the guest speaker.  
 
In addition to our guest speaker, members will also hear from 2019 OAA Foundation scholarship holder Jeremy 
Doupe.    Jeremy grew up in Montrose, Victoria and is combining a Bachelor of Commerce (Major in Finance and 
Marketing) with a Master of International Business at the University of Melbourne.  
 
He has consistently achieved honours’ scores in his studies. Jeremy is currently preparing to sit the Chartered 
Financial Analyst Level 1 exam.  

He completed his VCE in 2015 at Yarra Valley Grammar School and was involved in many co-curricular areas, 
receiving service to school awards for sport, music, drama, and community service. He was the Year 12 Music 
Captain and Concert Master of the School Orchestra.  
 
For six years, Jeremy was involved in Yarra Valley Grammar’s mentoring program with Mitcham Primary School, 
assisting newly arrived students from low socio-economic backgrounds with their English and Math. He is 
currently completing the Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award, and in 2019 is volunteering as a Team Leader for 180 
Degrees Consulting, assisting a renowned Victorian charity to better serve the community.  
 
Also attending the luncheon, will be the other 2019 OAA Foundation scholarship recipient, Hannah Gandy. 
Hanna grew up in Montmorency, Victoria and is studying for a double Degree of Law/Arts majoring in Politics at 
La Trobe University.   At University, Hannah has maintained a High Distinction grade average, has received 
excellence awards in numerous Law subjects and was invited to join the Hallmark research program where she 
has carried out research about student re-engagement strategies.  
 
She carries out extensive community service by advocating for flexible learning schools and is employed as a 
youth outreach worker for her local council.  
 
She is also employed by La Trobe University to work with disadvantaged schools and since year 11 has 
undertaken research at the Fair Work Commission, firstly in a Projects and Policy Team and later in Award 
Modernisation. 
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Bookings for the Annual Luncheon must be made through TryBookings and it is essential that 
members bring their TryBooking receipt for admittance to the lunch. 
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OAA Foundation 

 
The Order of Australia Foundation was formed on 29th April 1999 and derives its funds from various 
organisations, groups and individuals. One of the main focuses of the Foundation is awarding prizes to young 
Australians undertaking post-secondary vocational training who would greatly benefit from this support. 
 
As announced in the recent edition of The Order magazine, the Order of Australia Association has advised the 
Foundation of its commitment to fund a scholarship, to be known as the “Order of Australia Association 
Scholarship” and will be presented by the National President of OAA at the association’s national conference. 
 
The association has opened the scholarship fund and made an initial donation of $20,000 and donations made 

through the Foundation will attract DGR tax deductibility.   Member’s donations to the Scholarship program are 
now being sought and can be made to:  
 

Account name: The Order of Australia Association Foundation Ltd Gift Account  
BSB No.: 013006  
Account No.: 314735771 

 

 
Something to think about… 
 
 
 
 
 

I always think it is very appropriate to note the synergy of the toast to the Queen and The 
Order of Australia for as many may know, the Order of Australia was instituted by the 
Queen in 1975. 
 
Last weekend I was talking to a Queen’s Birthday Order of Australia recipient and he was expressing a level of 
discomfort about receiving his Order of Australia. He was questioning his worthiness and also making his honour 
known to others. Something many recipients have experienced. 
 
So I thought in responding to the toast today I would spend some time, not long, summarising some of the points 
made to him to both highlight to our newer awardees and in part refresh the memories of those Order of 
Australia recipients here today, a little about the Order of Australia, its beginnings and its processes and how 
they should be viewed by Order of Australia recipients.  
 
Also, I trust it gives partners and guests a little more understanding of the Order of Australia. 
  
The Order of Australia or the Australian Honours system, is now our principal and most prestigious means of 
recognising outstanding members of the community.  It is interesting to note that initially The Order of Australia 
comprised only three levels, Companion of the Order of Australia; AC, Officer of the Order of Australia; AO and 
Member of the Order of Australia AM. 
 
It was not until later in 1976, that two further levels of award were added — a Knight and Dame, AK ranking 
above the Companion; and a Medal of the Order ranking below the Member. 
 
Enough about the history. 
 

At a recent Regional Group meeting, Vic Branch State Secretary Fred Harrington OAM, 
was asked to respond to a toast to the Association.  His comments were relevant for 
many to consider and his comments are shown here: 
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In talking to this new awardee last weekend, we talked about the fact that his nomination came from a group of 
friends, colleagues or family who all obviously considered him worthy to be nominated and equally they were 
committed to preparing the nomination. 
 
So whatever reservations he was having, he could rest assured that there were many who believed he was a 
worthy nomination for an Order of Australia. 
 
In saying all of this to him I was reminded of the following summary of the nomination process from our new 
Governor-General, His Excellency General the Honourable David Hurley AC DSC (Retd) when he said:   
 
“Perhaps the best part of the Australian system is that it is 100% nomination based. All people receiving 
awards have been nominated by their peers.  This means that it doesn’t matter who you are, where you are 
from, or whether you’re known to millions, or just a few. If you have constantly put others ahead of yourself, 
served tirelessly and made a difference you can be nominated…….. ." 
 
Then to further respond to his initial discomfort, the new awardee and myself talked about the next part of the 
process: what happens to his nomination when it was submitted? 
 
In summary, his nomination was submitted to the Governor General’s Office and considered by the Council of the 
Order of Australia.  That Council is independent of any political influence and comprises 19 members: a chair, 
seven Community Representatives and representatives from each of the six States and two Territories, plus three 
ex officio members. 
 
The outcome here is that each and every application is reviewed, additional information sought, where 
necessary, but importantly his nomination was considered on its merits. Clearly as an outcome of this process 
the Council acknowledged his achievements were ‘above and beyond’ and recommended him for an Order of 
Australia. 
 
So in conclusion I was able to encourage him, as I do to all recipients here today to: 
 
 Be proud of your achievements 
 Be thankful for those who made the effort to submit your nomination  
 Be proud of the Australian Honour you have received; and finally 
 Be proud to wear your lapel pin and use your post nominal, so as to be recognised as a recipient of an Order 

of Australia. 

 

 

State Service of Celebration and Farewell:  

The Honourable Timothy Andrew Fisher AC,  
Albury Thursday 29 August 2019 
 
 
The Order of Australia Association was well represented at the Celebration and Farewell for the person we all 
knew as Tim - Tim Fisher AC – the man for all seasons, the man who felt comfortable with all people, no matter 
their position or circumstance in the community.    
 
Members from the Vic Branch and Regional Groups from across Victoria were present – some as participants in 
the Order of Service, whilst others came to share in the history of the moment, or to pay their respects to Tim, 
wife Judy and sons Harrison and Dominic.    
 
Ruth McGowan OAM, Victorian member of the OAA, had the honour to deliver a short vignette on Tim's 
connection and love of community on behalf of family and rural communities. 
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All had a story to share in what way the Fisher-Brewer Family had enriched their lives and often in what way 
Tim had assisted with getting a positive outcome for some need required in their community, or how Tim and 
Judy had enriched a particular activity happening in their community, by providing their attendance and 
support. 
 
The Service in the main had been planned by Tim and clearly by the range of chosen speakers, Tim had ensured 
that bipartisanship views were heard from local, regional, state and federal levels.   
 
As well as hearing many historical facts of timing and events that he had been in and around, there was an 
excellent measure of funny stories and down to earth practical ‘hands on’ remembrances of Tim in ‘what 
happened when’ to get positive outcomes. 
 

 
 
Vale Tim Fisher AC – thank you for your participation in the community over many years and your Service to 
Australia.  

Pam Robinson OAM, Victoria Branch Committee                                                                                                                                      

 

The Merchandise Sub-committee  
 

June Kane AM (Chair) 

 
 

From 2013 to 2014 was President of Business and Professional Women Australia. In 2018 June was part of a 
team teaching Global Governance and International Law at RMIT University.   June Kane received the Medal of 
the Order of Australia in recognition of her work in 2007 and is also a recipient of the Albert Schweitzer Medal 
for Humanitarian Action. In October 2016 she was the inaugural winner of the Freda Miriklis Award for 
Women’s Empowerment for her work for women, and in particular her design of a programme to help small 
businesses in Victoria to understand and promote Brodie’s Law against harassment in the workplace. 

 

Dr June Kane AM is an internationally respected expert in human rights.  She has worked in 
an advisory capacity to the United Nations, governments and regional bodies for more than 
20 years, in particular with the International Labour Organization (ILO).   June was 
Spokesperson for the First and Second World Congresses against Commercial Sexual 
Exploitation of Children in 1996 and 2001 and has held other important roles in this area.  
Since 2000, June has worked with the ILO on various assignments in the fields of child 
labour, human trafficking and labour migration. From 2010 to July 2016, June was a 
member of a six-person team evaluating and drawing lessons for the UN Democracy Fund 
(UNDEF). June taught Women in International Development at Victoria University in 2013. 

Also, and importantly, ample 
time was given to everyone to 
get seated so that the familiar 
country ‘meet and greet’ was 
enjoyed – just as Tim would 
have wanted as he looked on 
from the overhead on the 
stage.   
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If you have any questions about merchandise, don’t hesitate to contact  
Alan at: merchandise@theorderofaustralia.asn.au 

 

Barbara Brook OAM (co-opted member) 
 

  
State Commissioner and a National Co-ordinator in International  Scouting. She has also been awarded a Silver 
Arrowhead and Silver Wattle. Barb has contributed to 5 publications – teacher edition Science text books used 
in Australia and the United Arab Emirates. Barb works co-ordinating Community Programs for those who live 
with a disability or are socially isolated, along with several Play Groups.  She is also a Lecturer at La Trobe 
Melbourne.  Barb and her husband Alan are life members of OAA and she hopes to continue to engage our 
membership and to contribute to the OAA in a meaningful way.  

 

Neil Soullier OAM (co-opted member) 
Neil is the CEO at Victoria Police Blue Ribbon Foundation.   He has had senior  
management experience in both the retail and not-for-profit sectors. Retail experience  
covers major retail store management and operations, personnel and training, franchise 
operations, customer service policies and training, marketing and promotions. His non- 
profit expertise at all levels including having started a major charity organisation (Blue  
Ribbon Foundation) and continued its development since 1999.    He is involved with the  
Emergency Services Foundation and is an Australia Day Ambassador.  Neil was awarded his Order of Australia 
medal on Australia Day 2001  and has been involved in the Association since 2014. 

 
If you require any further information about merchandise,  

please refer to the information leaflet sent last week. 

 

Alan Brook OAM 
Alan Brook OAM (left) has a background in IT, financial and project 
management. He has been a Church Treasurer, an auditor and he and his wife 
Barbara Brook OAM live in East Ivanhoe.  He received the Medal of the Order 
of Australia on Australia Day 2016 for service to youth and to the community.    

 

 

Barb received her OAM on Australia Day 2016 for service to youth and the community. She 
has been involved in volunteer work for most of her life and thought it was important to be 
a volunteer in activities or areas in which her children were involved. In 2014,  Banyule City 
Council acknowledged her work as Volunteer of the Year. Barb has been a puppy walker for 
Guide Dogs and has also looked after one of their broodies, who provided many wonderful 
guide dogs.  Barb is active in Scouting and this year was awarded a Distinguished Service 
Award. During her22 years in Scouting, she has been a Group Leader, District Commissioner, 
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Getting to know…. 
 

 
 

Q: Tell us a little about yourself, your education and fondest childhood memories as one of the Brown 
Brothers Family living within the vineyard at Milawa. 
I grew up on a mixed farm comprising sheep, fresh fruit and nuts, cropping and grass seed production, but the 
main activity was grape growing and wine making. I loved the freedom of the farm and being included in the 
day to day activities. The vineyards and winery were my favourites, especially at vintage time.  Rabbits were in 
plague proportion and catching them to sell at two shillings a pair was great fun. Dogs, traps and ferrets were 
the tools of trade and the proceeds purchased my first Malvern Star bicycle.   My schooling began at the local 
Milawa Primary school where there were seven grades in the one room. This was followed by three years at 
Wangaratta High School then to Scotch College in Melbourne as a boarder.  I was then booked into the 
Roseworthy College in South Australia, but the course was closed due to there being only three applicants! Such 
was the struggling state of the wine industry at that time. So, I joined with my father and the other five 
employees to “learn on the job”! 
 
Q. What age did you join the family business and what roles and responsibilities did you undertake over the 
years? 
It was 1958 and I was seventeen when I left school to become active in all the many and varied farm jobs. They 
included sheep husbandry, machinery use and maintenance and my vintage focus was in the winery. In 
hindsight I was given great freedom by my father to make the wine and apply new technologies. I loved the new 
science coming from the wine research centres of the World and the opportunities provided by experimenting 
with previously unavailable grape varieties. As a result we were first to market in Australia with many new 
products.  As the wine business flourished, the other farm activities were discarded the wine-making and 
packaging became my sole responsibility.  On leaving school my three younger brothers took charge of the 
vineyards, the sales and marketing and the propagation of grafted vines to meet the growing demand.  When 
my father retired in 1988, my family nominated me to be the new Chairman and CEO. I retired as CEO in 2001 
and as Chairman in 2008.  
 
Q. What was one of your favourite varietals to work with and why? 
Probably the most interesting variety to work with was Tarrango.  It was developed during a CSIRO vine 
breeding program in search of a quick maturing red wine where the grapes are suited to a hot climate. I was 
involved on a tasting panel when the newly created varieties were being assessed and was the first to be 
offered some grapes and cuttings with a view to commercialising the variety.   An annual sale of over 1,000,000 
bottles per year was achieved.   The most satisfying wine was a blend of three varieties, Shiraz, Mondeuse and 
Cabernet. It is a full bodied and long-lived red wine. Bottles made in the 1960’s still delight on opening! 
 
Q. What year did you receive your AO, what was the award citation and what positions have you held within 
the Order of Australia Association? 
My award was granted on Queens Birthday 2005 and the citation was “For service to promoting rural and 
regional economic development initiatives in Victoria, to the community through sporting and emergency 
services activities and to the wine industry.”   I was elected to the NEGVOAA committee in 2007, to Deputy 
Chair in 2010 and to Chair in 2014. In 2017 I relinquished both roles. 

John Brown AO 
 
Pam Robinson OAM, a member of the Communications Sub-committee 
kindly prepared and interviewed John Brown AO for this edition of the 
e-Newsletter. 
 
We thank them both for their time and contribution. 
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Q. What are you currently reading/researching/working on? 
Along with June, my wife, I have enjoyed much travel, particularly in outback Australia. Consequently, I enjoy 
reading about the history and people of earlier times. Given our next caravan trip will be to south western 
South Australia, that is my current focus.   As for wine research I enjoy observing (and sampling) the innovations 
of the current wine-making team. 
 
Q. What are you most passionate about for your community and life in general? 
Having been involved in economic development advisory bodies for both local and state government, I am 
inspired when there is development that provides good jobs and consequently the means for healthy and 
fulfilling lives for our community. Meanwhile I am increasingly concerned for our environment and how to 
grapple with the issues.  Realistically, just how do we reduce atmospheric CO2 when so many people on earth 
aspire to our standard of living? And with what can we replace plastic? What does the World do when fossil 
fuels are exhausted? I worry for future generations.  

 

 

The Order 

Our national quarterly magazine The Order, is available in e-version which saves the Association costs 
of postage, printing and stationery.    Please email Secretary Phil Morrall AM CSC at: 
nationalsecretary@theorderofaustralia.asn.au to request The Order in electronic format and help save 
us money. 

 

What’s happening……..around the Groups? 
 

Barwon Regional Group 
 

 

The Barwon Regional Group of The Order of Australia 
Association has presented their Primary School 
Citizenship Award for 2019 to Montpellier Primary 
School. 

 
The purpose of the Award is to encourage and 
recognise those regional Primary Schools which clearly 
demonstrate and incorporate the aims of The Order of 
Australia Association “to foster love of and pride in 
Australian citizenship” within their School’s curriculum 
and promote the value of Australian citizenship in some 
way.  All primary  schools in the Geelong region were 
invited   to submit project applications for the award.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
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Five schools were asked to present to the judging panel and members of the Association about their citizenship 
projects –Montpellier Primary School, Moolap Primary School, Mount Duneed Regional Primary School, 
Queenscliff Primary School and St. Thomas Catholic Primary School.   

 
All schools received a certificate with the winner receiving the award cheque from Barwon Regional Group 
Chair, Peter Doak OAM. 

 
Christmas Function 
A lunch time function will be held at Deakin University – Western Beach room on Friday the 22nd of November 

2019.   The new Vice Chancellor of Deakin University Professor Iain Martin will be the guest speaker. 
 

Eastern Suburbs Regional Group 
 
The recent “Christmas in July” luncheon at Bucatini Restaurant and Bar in Mitcham was a most enjoyable event, 
with 53 guests packed into the special Function Room. They included a member of parliament and an ex-
Governor General, but they were there socially and keeping a low profile, so we won’t name them.  A large 
Christmas hamper was raffled, together with many smaller prizes, all gift-wrapped. Our guest speaker was Reg 
Gorman, an old vaudeville actor and comedian from the days of Australian soapies. “Prisoner”, “Days of Our 
Lives” and “The Sullivans” featured in his talk. Reg kept us well entertained with stories and jokes from his 
colourful past.  
 
Our last function was a cocktail party for 2019 Australia Day and Queen’s Birthday awardees to be held at 
Manningham Civic Centre on Wednesday 11th September and hosted by the Mayor of Manningham, Cr. Paula 
Piccinini.  We welcomed  around 75 new awardees and their guests. 
 

Gippsland Regional Group  
 
Our luncheon in August was held at the Old Grain Store in Bairnsdale. The Grain store was renovated in recent 
years into a very modern and comfortable restaurant. Thirty eight members and guests enjoyed a delicious 
meal and a very heart-felt talk by our member and guest speaker, Judith Robbins OAM and assisted by husband 
Peter Robbins OAM. 

 

 
Judith Robbins OAM, Doug Caulfield OAM,  
Peter Robbins OAM at the Old Grain Store,  
Bairnsdale 
 

 
Members and guests showing their 
appreciation for Judith’s presentation.  
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Next event will be held on October 16th 2019.  The Sir Frank Macfarlane Burnet Dinner and Address to be held at 
the Premier Function Centre, Traralgon.  Guest speaker will be Professor Margaret Hellard AM, from the Burnet 
Institute.   Professor Hellard’s topic is: “Transitioning from adolescence into young adulthood in the era of social 
media – risks, harms and health”. Members are very welcome along with their guests to this very topical activity 
that consumes our children and grandchildren.  Further details available on www.orderofaustraliagippsland.org  
 

Melbourne Central Regional Group  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We were very lucky in April to have Tim Fischer AC as our guest speaker, who came out of hospital to speak at 
our event. We are all very saddened at his recent passing and were privileged to hear him.   Our sympathy goes 
to his family 
 
The Group recently held a networking event on 10 September at the Melbourne Savage Club, with Guest 
Speaker is Andrew Crisp PSM Commissioner for Emergency Services. 
 
On Tuesday 15 October the next luncheon will be at the Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club, with guest speaker John 
Harden AM Chief Executive Officer of Melbourne and Olympic Parks and a Director of Cricket Australia, who will 
present an entertaining talk on Melbourne the Event city. 

 

Mornington Peninsula Regional Group 

 
           

 
 

 

 
An Official  Civic Welcome 

The Mayor of Mornington Peninsula Shire Council, Councillor David 
Gill and fellow Councillors, kindly hosted a civic reception for new 
Order of Australia recipients. On 19th July recipients from both the 
Queen’s Birthday and Australia Day lists attended the Shire offices 
in Rosebud.  
 

It was great night and many 
recipients attended and were 
presented framed certificates. 
Here are some pictures of the 
presentations. 

Dr Allan Zavod  OAM, (Doctor of Music)  was made a Member of the 
Order of Australia just before he passed way from brain cancer in 2016.  
His Hamer Hall concert of the Environmental Symphony by the Melbourne 
Sympathy Orchestra raised $100,000 for brain cancer research.   His 
‘Environmental Symphony’ a 5 movement Symphony with narration and 
performed by the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra , was released on CD 
by the ABC for World Environment Day.   Dr Alan Finkel Australia’s Chief 
Scientist, wrote the narration and Sir Richard Branson recorded the 
narration. 
 
Christine Zavod has been a social affiliate member of The Order of 
Australia Association, since the passing of her husband Allan in November 
2016. 
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Marjorie West AM 
Members of this Group were saddened to hear of the passing of Marjorie West AM.  Marjorie was a remarkable 
lady who was highly respected by all who knew her.  An obituary was included in the Melbourne “Age” 
newspaper and a short précis is included here: 
 
Marjorie West was born in 1929 and grew up in Canterbury.  The Canterbury Methodist Church was  a huge part 
of the family’s life and it was there that she met John and they married in 1952.   John joined a fledgling 
construction company John Holland Constructions as one of its first civil engineers.  Marjorie was busy at home 
with her children and involved in church functions.   In 1963, then went to live in Queensland.   
 
Marjorie arrived in Biloela with her six children, not knowing anyone.   She was soon president of the Biloela 
kindergarten and started a branch of the YWCA that survived for 25 years.   Marjorie enrolled some her of girls 
into Brownies and that was the beginning of a long commitment to the Girl Guides.    
 
In 1970, the family moved back to Melbourne and after a short time Marjorie became District Commissioner in 
her local area.  She became dedicated to working with disabled guides.   From 1978 she was the Girl Guides’ 
State Commissioner of Victoria for five years.  
 
Marjorie did a lot of community work with Vision Australia including her involvement in 3RPH – Radio for the 
print Handicapped. 
 
In 1983, Marjorie was made a member of the Order of Australia (AM) for services to the Girl Guides and was 
instrumental in making decisions for the future of guiding.  In 2001 she was made a member of the International 
Olave Baden-Powell Society and went to Copenhagen to receive this honour. 
 
In 1999 Marjorie received the Anzac Day award for Victoria, which recognises the achievements of Australians 
who have given service in a positive, selfless and compassionate manner which typified her voluntary work.   One 
of her great achievements was to encourage others to join in her community work.    Truly, a life very well lived. 

 
Roy Ward Schools Awards 
The 2019 Roy Ward Leadership Prizes for Secondary Students were presented at their  Order Annual Luncheon on 
23rdAugust.   Twenty-one secondary schools were invited to forward submissions with 15 nominations being 
received.   Six submissions were short listed to interview to determine the winners. 
 
The winner of the 2019 Roy Ward Leadership Prize for a student who has shown exceptional leadership and 
community service is Alice Bertram from Woodleigh School.   
 
The winner of this year’s Roy Ward Leadership Prize for Courage and Fortitude is William Rear from Frankston 
High School.   This Prize was introduced in 2018 and is granted to a secondary student in years 10, 11 or 12 who 
has demonstrated in their school, outstanding qualities of leadership, character and community service, whilst 
facing significant challenges in their own lives.   
 
In being named the winner of the Roy Ward Leadership Prize for Courage and Fortitude, William Rear gave a 
wonderful speech.   His presentation is included here: 
 

I would like to say what a privilege it is to be just the second recipient of the Roy Ward Leadership Prize for 
Courage and Fortitude.   
 

I was thinking about how I have come to be standing here in front of you today and one thing that I realised 
almost 8 years ago, was how quickly life can change. I was a normal, happy, cheeky 8-year-old when I was 
unexpectedly diagnosed with brain cancer. For many months, life in our family was turned upside down as we 
started to come to terms with what was happening.  
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When I returned to school after finishing my treatment and recovering at home, I realised that my goal was to be 
normal, rather than different, but at the same time never forgetting how quickly life can change. I became more 
determined to enjoy life and live in the moment.  

 

Learning to call myself a survivor was one of the hardest things to get used to. I was superstitious and afraid to 
describe myself like this. But I soon realised that this gave me the power to get myself noticed, to influence 
people and to lead change. 
 
Tour de Cure has become a big part of life for my dad and for me. I was lucky enough to be a guest speaker at 
the event launch in 2017 and last year I produced a video that was shown at the event gala dinner in Tasmania. 
Cancer affects so many people that almost everyone I meet has a story relating to it - a friend, a family member. 
But I believe in stories of hope. I have come to understand that the best way to create change is to inspire other 
people to follow you.  
 
My goal is to create Victoria’s first Tour de Cure Spirit Ride. This will be a bicycle ride that school children and 
other young members of the community can take part in and one that will bring awareness and raise much 
needed funds for cancer research and local projects. This ride will also promote the Tour de Cure motto for 
young people which is “be fit, be happy, be healthy”. This program is vital in helping to explain cancer and 
encourage kids and their school communities to make healthy lifestyle choices for their future. 
 
One of the questions I was asked in my interview for this award, was what I wanted to do when I leave school. I 
don’t really have a specific job in mind but what I do know however is that I want to work with children. I think, 
at times, we are all kids at heart, but I know that my experience during a part of my childhood has given me 
some super-powers that I can use for good.  
 
I have had the privilege of meeting some extraordinary people who have inspired me to follow their example. I 
have been given opportunities I would never otherwise have had and I have been lucky enough to understand 
how the power of many can bring about amazing and positive outcomes. 
 
I would like to thank my school principal Mr John Albiston and my senior school principal Miss Helen Wilson who 
encouraged my application for this award and through their guidance and support during my time at school 
have given me the confidence to strive for and reach as many of my goals as possible.  
 
Both winners were truly outstanding and inspirational young people. 
 
Following the presentation of the Roy Ward Leadership Awards, the luncheon the Guest Speaker, Dr June Kane 
AM, was introduced by Commodore Jim Dickson AM MBE.  
 
Dr June Kane AM is an internationally respected expert in human rights, specifically in the fields of human 
trafficking, exploitative labour and violence against children and women.  
 

If I decide I’m going to do something I don’t put it off. Throughout this time, I 
was always persevering and striving to be normal and there was a quote was 
that helped me through this time: “you have to fight through some bad days to 
earn the best days of your life”.  This quote enabled me to achieve my goals 
and led me to live my normal life.  
 
The following year my dad took part in a 2-day cycling event raising money for 
the Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre which is one of the hospitals that treated 
me. It was during this time when he was fundraising for the event that I 
realised I had a useful part to play in raising money for cancer research. Since 
then I have become involved as an ambassador for Tour de Cure, a cycling 
charity that has raised over $50 million for cancer research in Australia, has 
funded 432 cancer projects and delivered 29 significant cancer breakthroughs.  
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She has worked in an advisory capacity to the United Nations, Governments and Regional Bodies for more than 
20 years, in particular with the International Labour Organization (ILO). June has written widely on the links 
between human rights, exploitation and labour trafficking, developing training programs for UN Staff, 

governments, trade unions etc.    Dr Kane’s delivery centered on her career and the leadership qualities 
that have enabled her to undertake some incredible missions in all parts of the world. 
 

North Central Suburbs Regional Group 
 

Lunch in the Yarra Valley 
This informal lunch was the first event held by the North Central Suburbs Regional Group on a Sunday and was 
held in the Yarra Valley at Yering Meadows Café.   Twenty eight members and guests attended enjoying the 
food, drinks and the view over the golf course through to the Kinglake Ranges.   A couple of simple games kept 
attendees entertained and some lovely chocolates were shared.  The Group was pleased to welcome Australia 
Day 2019 recipient Brendon Smith OAM and Joan, Richard Norris OAM and Erena and Queen’s 2019 awardees 
Kelvin Spiller OAM and Beverly to their first NCSRG function. 
 

 
 
Spring Lunch 
This event is part of the season of informal lunches held on the first Wednesday of autumn, winter and spring 
each year at the Sycamore Tree Café in Heidelberg. The Sycamore Tree Café is a not-for-profit organisation that 
trains people with disabilities in hospitality skills and practice. Commencing in 1986, the Sycamore Tree has 
evolved and grown over 32 years of community and volunteer involvement and has a fine tradition of 
supporting those who need the opportunity to learn and develop their life and work skills. 
 

                                            
 

Reception for 2019 awardees 
Our reception and afternoon tea for 2019 awardees is being held on Thursday 24 October 2019 commencing at 
12:45 pm at the Heidelberg Uniting Church Hall, 187 Burgundy St Heidelberg. Guest speaker at this event will 
the Channel Nine newsreader, Peter Hitchener OAM. 

The group was 
pleased to welcome 
2019 Australia Day 
recipient Robert 
Bender OAM and 
Queen’s Birthday 
recipients Jenny 
Mulholland OAM, 
Lella Cariddi OAM 
and Jim Wilkinson 
AM to their first  
NCSRG function. 
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Members 
We congratulate and offer best wishes to Bill Horman AM APM who celebrated his 80th birthday in mid-August. 
 
Vale Don Anderson OAM who died on Sunday 11th August aged 90.   Don received his Medal of the Order of 
Australia in Queen’s Birthday awards in 2011 for service to the community through the promotion of jazz and 
the administration of music organisations in Victoria. Many members may remember Don for hosting us on our 
visit to the National Jazz Archive in Wantirna a few years ago. 
 
Vale Mr John Scomparin AM.  John died in April at the age of 84. John received his AM in Queen’s Birthday 
awards in 1988 for service to the community particularly the Italian community. 
 
Congratulations to 2019 Australia Day awardee Stephanie Woollard OAM, on being named as one of Junior 
Chamber International’s Ten Outstanding Young People of the World for this year. Each year, JCI honours ten 
outstanding young people, under the age of 40.   In 2019, over 120 applications were received from around the 
globe, with finalists being selected after months of intense adjudication of all the submissions. Stephanie’s 
nomination was for all her work with women in Nepal in the category of Humanitarian and Voluntary 
Leadership.  Stephanie will represent Australia and will be presented with her award at the JCI World Congress 
in Tallin, Estonia in November. 

 

North East Victoria and Goulburn Valley 
 

The Regional Group extends its condolences to Judy Brewer AO and her family, on the loss of her husband the 
Hon Tim Fischer AC. Tim who accompanied guest speaker Judy at our August lunch in Mulwala last year has 
always been very generous in making himself known to our members and he will be greatly missed. 
 
We are also saddened with the recent passing of Life member Dr Mary Burns OAM.  Dr Burns was very active in 
the Arts Community in Wangaratta. Despite being disabled by poliomyelitis in 1951, Mary carried out a very full 
life. A practising dentist in partnership with her husband for 40 years, Mary was very involved in bringing to 
Wangaratta a large variety of both performing and static arts.  

 
Next Event for 2019:  Sunday 20th October 2019 at Corowa Golf Club 
Guest Speaker will be Prof Timothy G. Reeves FTSE University of Melbourne's Faculty of Veterinary and 
Agricultural Sciences, first Professor in Residence at the Dookie Agricultural Campus in the Goulburn Valley.  
 
Professor Reeves is a distinguished international leader in agricultural research, development and extension. 
He was a pioneer of no-till and sustainable agriculture at the Rutherglen Research Institute in north-eastern 
Victoria and has held a high number of senior international roles including as Director General of the 
International Maize and Wheat Improvement Center (CIMMYT) in Mexico from 1995-2002, member of the 
United Nations’ Millennium Project Task Force on Hunger and senior expert for the Food and Agriculture 
Organization.  

 
Future Events 2020 
Yarrawonga & Border Golf Club – Luncheon guest speaker and AGM 23rd February 2020  
Shepparton Park Lake Hotel – Luncheon and guest speaker 31st May 2020  

 
NEGV OAA Office Bearers – current 2019: 
Barbara Thomas OAM – Chair   Sue Campbell OAM – Committee 
 Bruce Lloyd AM – Deputy Chair    Irene Cracknell OAM – Committee  
Graham Kerr OAM – Treasurer    John Richards OAM – Committee 
Doug Evans OAM – Secretary    Peter Ryan AM – Committee 
Dianne Evans OAM – Minutes Secretary  
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South Central Suburbs Regional Group  
 
As was reported in the June edition of the e Newsletter, Kingston Heath Golf Club was the venue this year for our 
Mid-Year Luncheon on 1st August. It lived up to its promise in that it combined an entertaining day with good 
food, amiable company in a delightful setting, and the pleasure of a very notable speaker in Mr. Mal Walden who 
worked and presented news at Channel 7 and Channel 10. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GLEN EIRA CIVIC RECEPTION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Musical entertainment was provided by students from Caulfield Grammar School and made a lovely backdrop to 
the arriving guests in the Gallery. The Gallery per chance was holding an art exhibition which made for an 
interesting opportunity to view the exhibits. 
 
Mayor Jamie Hymans started the proceedings with an acknowledgement to Country and his fellow Councillors 
and staff, as well as the students entertaining. In turn, each awardee in attendance residing within the City of 
Glen Eira, had their citation for their award read out and was then presented with a framed certificate. 
 

 
 

Both were honoured with the OAM, one on Australia Day and the other in the Queen’s Birthday Honours’ List. 
Mayor Jamie Hymans called upon South Central Suburban Regional Chairman Ross Newton OAM to address the 
gathering and Ross spoke upon the excellence that the Awardees have put into the community, wider community 

 

To the nearly 80 people in attendance, Mal spoke on his early 
beginnings in radio at Warrnambool, the opportunities that 
were given to him that brought out his talent as a TV 
broadcaster and how he ultimately became a household name 
and met the love of his life. 

 
Left to right:  Secretary Graeme Woolacott OAM, Mal 
Walden and Chairman Ross Newton OAM 

 

The City of Glen Eira hosted the Civic Reception for the 2019 Australian 
Honors Awardees on Wednesday 28th of August in the Glen Eira City Council 
Gallery in conjunction with the City of Kingston and the Bayside City Council 
who host on a three year rotation.  
 
The Mayor Councillor Jamie Hyams and his fellow Councillors played host to 
the 50 plus 2019 Awardees and partners as well as Group Committee 
members and their respective partners, representatives from the other two 
Councils also attended and took part in the presentations. 
 

 

Councillor Ron Brownlees OAM of the City of 
Kingston who deputized for the Mayor went 
through the same procedure with awardee 
residents within the City of Kingston. 
 

He was followed by Mayor Michael 
Heffernam of the Bayside City Council who 
went through the same procedure again, but 
had the added pleasure in calling up two 
Awardees – one being a current Councillor 
and past Mayor and another who was as 
past Mayor. 
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and internationally, that has benefitted our Nation. He spoke about the Order of Australia Association, extending 
an invitation to the awardees to join and mentioned the End of Year Dinner in November. 
 
A very rewarding experience for those in attendance especially those Awardees who were able to attend. Many 
thanks to the City of Glen Eira for making it happen.  It was memorable, dignified but homely and welcoming.  

 
END OF YEAR DINNER 
The Group is extremely fortunate in having one of our 2019 awardees being our End of Year Dinner Keynote 
Speaker. Ms. Kitty Chiller AM was an Australia Day recipient.    
 
Kitty had an absolutely fantastic career as a modern pentathlon athlete having won 12 Australian Championships, 
being an Australian and World record holder as well as winning world cup medals.  She also represented Australia 
in the 2000 Olympics in Sydney.  And it does not, nor did it finish there.   
 
However, to hear the rest, you will have to attend the End of Year Dinner and the details are as follows:   
 
The End of Year Dinner shall be held on Wednesday 27th November at the Sandringham Yacht Club and hopefully, 
we shall have clear weather so that we can enjoy a delightful seascape and setting sun.  
 
This will be an event not to be missed.  The cost per head for a two course meal with drinks at bar prices is 
$70.00, which is very competitive in this day and age and in such a magnificent facility. 

 

 
 
........................................................................................................................................................... 
 
END OF YEAR DINNER 
I wish to attend the End of Year Dinner at Sandringham Yacht Club, Jetty Road Sandringham, on Wednesday 27th 

November 2019, commencing at 6.30 PM. 
 
Please find enclosed cheque for ...........persons at $70 each including GST $.............................  Cheques should be 
made payable to The Order of Australia Association and mailed to the Treasurer by 14th November 2019.    
Alternately, pay by Direct Debit to Bendigo Bank BSB 633-000. Account number 132398835.  No receipts will be 
issued. 
 
If paying by Direct Debit please tick box   indicate “END of YEAR DINNER" and advise the Treasurer that you 
have paid, the name of your guest and if there are any dietary requirements. 
 
Name and Post Nominals...................................................................................................... 

Phone.....................................................Email........................................................................ 

Name/s of your Guest/s......................................................................................................... 

Special dietary requirements................................................................................................. 

Jacket and tie for gentlemen and miniature decorations are to be worn 
Please post to and advise the Hon Treasurer Geoffrey Oscar AM, 8A Hoyt Street, Hampton 3188   

Phone 95219065.  Email genoscar@melbpc.org.au 

 
Kitty Chiller AM speaking at another venue and event which 
you shall hear about on the night.   To register your interest, a 
booking form is set out below. 
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South West Regional Group 
 
THE SW GROUP held its winter luncheon meeting at the Warrnambool RSL on August 18. The guest speaker was 
Dr. Noel Bayley AM, a cardiology specialist practicing in Warrnambool.  Twenty eight members were present 
including three new members. Most pleasingly, those attending were from across this very large region, 
including the new members.   
 
The RSL facility is ideal for such occasions. It has a superb view across the Lake Pertobe Reserve to the ocean 
and is ideally equipped for sound and video. 

 
 

There were some emotional moments for all present, including Noel, when he described how in the earlier 
times of his humanitarian mission, he would be confronted with having to make, by himself, the  decision as to 
which 16 year East Timorese girls could receive life-saving surgery which had to be denied to others.   With the 
large expansion of the medical team in recent years this meant that such traumatic decisions could be shared. 
 
A moving conclusion to this luncheon occurred, three weeks after the luncheon when Duncan Stalker OAM, 
received a delightful hand written note from Mary Hope, one of our aged members in the far west of the state. 
Mary is now in the Wannon nursing home in Casterton.   
Mary was so moved by the description of Noel’s work in East Timor, which had accompanied the invitation to 
the luncheon, that she sent a donation of $100 to our group to assist Noel. $100 has now been sent to Noel 
together with the copy of Mary’s delightful note.   Mary also commented in her note that she so greatly enjoys 
reading from our Victorian e-Newsletter and The Order about the wonderful humanitarian activities of the OAA 
members.   As a nation, we owe so much to people such as Mary. 

 
2019 COMING EVENTS – Victoria Branch 

 
November 
 

Thursday 21st:  Annual Luncheon 
This Luncheon is to be held at William Angliss Institute of TAFE, 550 Little Lonsdale Street, Melbourne 
commencing at 12noon. Please refer to page 7 for all the details. 
 
 

2019 COMING EVENTS – Regional Groups 
 
October 
 
Tuesday 15th: Melbourne Central 
A luncheon will be held at the Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club, with guest speaker John Harden AM Chief Executive 
Officer of Melbourne and Olympic Parks and a Director of Cricket Australia, who will present an entertaining talk 
on Melbourne the Event city. 

Dr. Bayley spoke about his extensive honorary cardiology services to the people of 
East Timor.  
 
From very humble beginnings, his philanthropic  services have grown significantly to 
include a large team of specialists and medical students. Their efforts are also now 
supported by a purpose established registered charitable organisation.   Funding 
from the charity and other sources now enables some very ill young people to be 
transferred to Australia for life saving surgery which cannot be performed in East 
Timor. 
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Wednesday 16th: Gippsland  
The 7th Annual Sir Frank Macfarlane Burnet Address. To be held at the Premiere Function Room, 29 Grey Street, 
Traralgon commencing at 6.30pm.  Costs are $60.00 per person with a student concession rate of $35.00 per 
person. Further Details can be found on the Regional Group website:  
www.orderofaustraliagippsland.org. 

Sunday 20th: North East Vic & Goulburn Valley 
Lunch at Corowa Golf Club. Guest Speaker, Inspector Kerrie Hicks, formerly Wangaratta Local Area 
Commander, Victoria police, who is now working with the counter- terrorism unit in Melbourne. 

Thursday 24th: North Central Suburbs 
Reception for 2019 Award Recipients and afternoon tea. This is to be held at the Heidelberg Uniting Church Hall, 
185 Burgundy Street, Heidelberg commencing at 12:45pm. Guest speaker will be Peter Hitchener OAM. This is a 
free event. Bookings to Fred Harrington OAM at: fred.harrington@gravity.net.au  
 

November 
 
Monday 11th: Mornington Peninsula 
Remembrance Day Service 10am, Memorial Garde n Canadian Bay Road, Mt Eliza. 

Friday 15th: Loddon Campaspe. 
Lunch with guest speaker about the Legacy program to be held at Legacy House, Bendigo. For further 
information contact Deb Fleming OAM at canddflemings@bigpond.com. 

Friday 15th (TBC): Mornington Peninsula 
Annual Schools Awards Presentation and afternoon tea at 1pm at Beleura House and Garden Mornington.  
Arrival by bus transfer from Mornington Golf Club.  

Thursday 21st: Regional Groups meeting. 
The meeting is to be held between 10.00am and 11.30am at the William Angliss Institute, 550 Little Lonsdale 
Street, Melbourne prior to the Victoria Branch Luncheon.  
 

2019 DATES FOR  

E-NEWSLETTER & THE ORDER 

 
The relevant dates for the next e-Newsletter and The Order contributions are shown below. Please submit 

your timely articles with a photo to editor:  Irene Harrington OAM, Email: 
editorvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au 
 

VICTORIAN ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER – DATES FOR 2019 
 

Invitation to Regional 

Groups to submit 

articles 

Cut-off date for 

submission of articles 

for e-newsletter 

Finished e-

newsletter to Tony 

Smith 

Distribution 

date [on or 

before] 

    

5
th

 November 19
th

  November 29
th

 November 6
th

 December 

 

THE ORDER – DATES FOR 2019 

Invitation to Regional 

Groups to Submit 

Articles 

Cut off date for 

submission of articles 

Copy to 

CANBERRA 

Distribution 

date 

    

16
th

 September  1
st
 October  8

th
 October  18

th
 November 
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Victoria Branch Office Holders & 

Committee Members – 2019 
 

Patron 
The Governor of Victoria 

Her Excellency The Hon. Linda Dessau 
AC 
 

Chair 

Helene Bender OAM 
chairvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au 
 

Deputy Chair [Metropolitan] 

Dr Yvonne Ho AM 
 

Deputy Chair [Country] 
Barbara Abley AM 
 

Secretary 

Fred Harrington OAM 
secvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au 
 

Honorary Treasurer/Merchandise 

Officer 
Alan Brook OAM 

treasurervic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au 
 

Editor 
Irene Harrington OAM JP 

editorvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au 
 
Regional Groups Co-ordinator 

Fred Harrington OAM 
 

Events Coordinator 
Peter Jones AM 
 

General Committee members 
Irene Harrington OAM JP 
Peter Jones AM 

Dr June Kane AM 
William Lye OAM QC  
Pam Robinson OAM 

Barbara Thomas OAM 
 

Co-opted Members 
Membership Secretary 

Tony Smith OAM 

Chairs of Regional Groups - 2019 
 

Barwon:  

Peter Doak OAM 
 

Central Highlands: 
John Burt OAM 

 
Eastern Suburbs: 

Barbara Thompson OAM 
 
Gippsland: 

Doug Caulfield OAM, RFD 
 
Loddon-Campaspe: 

John Higgs OAM 
 

Mallee: 
Vernon Knight AM 
 

Melbourne Central: 
Trevor Clark OAM 
 

Mornington Peninsula: 
Brian Stahl OAM, JP 

 
NE & Goulburn Valley: 
Barbara Thomas OAM 

 
North Central Suburbs: 

Fred Harrington OAM 
 
South Central Suburbs: 

Ross Newton OAM 
 
SW Victoria: 

Dr Peter Habersberger AM RFD 
 

Western Suburbs: 
John Ravenhall AM 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Branch 
websitewww.theorderofaustralia.asn.au/VIC 

 


