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I welcome each and every one of you here today. 

My dual tasks are to toast the Order of Australia Association and our new Awardees. 

As I normally do, I prepared a speech which has been overtaken by something I have read or 
experienced in the meantime. 

Today, I read in one my professional journals, “Leadership Matters”, a publication from the Institute 
of Managers and Leaders, an article written by Jane Caro, a favourite writer of mine. Its message is 
so relevant to this luncheon. 

Jane refers to the New Zealand Prime Minister, Jacinda Adern. The Prime Minister has introduced a 
wellbeing agenda, built on “kindness when deciding on policy and legislation.” She argues “that 
economic wealth is not, in itself, enough…To live a satisfactory life, humans need emotional, 
psychological and intellectual wealth as well.” 

I have been driven for my adult life to live 95% for today and tomorrow, 5% for the past as I cannot 
change yesterday. Likewise, I am an advocate for community harmony and social inclusion. That 
needs wellbeing to succeed. 

The Order of Australia Association is a membership-based association which works to foster love of 
and pride in Australian citizenship, and to uphold the high principles and prestige of the Order of 
Australia. 

In turn, this reflects each Awardee’s service to community wellbeing, whether it be local, state-wide, 
national or international; whether it be for services of medicine, arts, business, legal, educational, 
military, peacebuilding or to long-term commitment to to local community organisations. Whatever 
your citation acknowledges, I see them as recognition and commitment to community harmony 
wellbeing. 

I also want to challenge all awardees to seeing that their service to this point of time as not the last 
chapter in your service journey as more need to be done  

Now let us look at The Order of Australia Association and its objectives as stated in its Constitution: 

I quote; 

 “(i) Promoting loyalty to the Sovereign Head of State of Australia 

 (ii) To foster love and pride in Australian citizenship and to promote good citizenship by 
example, by encouragement, and by: 

(A) Awards to individuals, institutions and organisations which operate in Australia 
to alleviate poverty, promote harmony, or otherwise benefit communities in 
Australia; and  

(B) (B) encouraging continuing meritorious appointments to and awards of the 
Order of Australia and upholding the high principles and prestige of the 
Australian System of Honours and Awards. 



(iii) To encourage the development and maintenance of a constructive and positive sense of 
national unity amongst Australians. 

(iv) Education of the Australian community by promoting awareness in the Australian 
community of Australia’s history, its national institutions, traditions and culture.”  

The Association is governed by a National Board of elected and branch nominated members. Its 
head Office is in the Old Federal Parliament House in Canberra. 

The Association has eight branches in in the six Australian states and one in each of the Australian 
territories, as well as branches in the United Kingdom and the United States of America. 

These branches work to promote the Association and the Order of Australia awards system, 
particularly to encourage nominations of significant community, professional, military and public 
office leaders. Presently the Governor- General and state Governors are strongly encouraging 
members of our Association and the general community to nominate women as there is a gender 
disparity as well as a shortage of non-urban recipients of awards. 

Most branches have a large number of regional groups. In NSW, there are currently sixteen regional 
groups, and we are greatly indebted to their leadership and the co-ordination provided our branch 
committee member, Ron Sharpe.  

The Branch Committee and the regional groups are all in together to build strong relationships 
between our members and the communities in which they live. This is well done by luncheons, 
dinners, other activities, sponsoring local youth awards and programmes and networking to build 
strong personal relationships. ALL done voluntarily as the Association has only two part-time 
employees who work in the National head office, mainly looking after membership matters and 
accounting.  

We invite each if our new investees to join the Association, as annual subscribers or as life members. 
The more the merrier. The more we can impact the Australian community. 

Would you stand to join me in a toast to the Order of Australia Association, its continuity and its 
well-being 

 

TOAST TO THE NEW AWARDEES. 

I congratulate each of you for your Order of Australia AWARD recognition for your significant 
contribution to the well-being of your local community, or your state-wide efforts, or your wider 
impacts, nationally and /or internationally. 

Each of you must have made very special impacts with your sacrificial and sustained efforts, often 
over many, many decades. 

You have made life-long contributions in the past, to the present and no doubt they will be felt and 
enjoyed for years ahead. 

Each of you no doubt has had great support from your spouse, or maybe your friends and 
colleagues, or the people you helped. 

Above all, the world is better for your efforts benefitting others.  No doubt you have contributed to 
greater community harmony. 



Please enjoy your investiture ceremonies if you have yet to be presented to the Governor. For those 
who this week have received your medal, treasure the memories. 

I now ask each of the new awardees to stand to be publicly acknowledged- by both past awardees, 
your friends and families and everyone else not new awardees to toast you all here today.  

Thank you, and would you please now be seated 

Now would all but the new awardees please join me by standing as we toast the new awardees. 


