
We have been overwhelmed by the letters, flowers and 

messages from many people and if you’ll forgive me 

I thought I’d respond with a brief collective message 

which represents a genuine effort to elaborate a little 

on my wonderful husband and his life and give you a 

greater insight into the man 

A Message of Appreciation
FROM DEIDRE RICKARDS

Dr.Arthur Rickards “Rick” OAM



Arthur was inspired by his mother’s Grandfather who invented the “viper” syringe for 

inoculating cattle and as the Courier Mail observed, “Fredrick Blackman took a keen interest 

in everything that tended to the Pastoral industry and was instrumental in founding the 

Queensland Stockbreeders and Grazier’s Association” (Courier Mail – 1901)

His father, Cecil Rickards returned to his Queensland farm after four years in WW1 with the 

“Croix du Guerre” award from the Belgium Government. Arthur was seven when he died and his 

scholarly mother supported his academically successful life.

He, like many of his cohort from UNE was inspired by visionaries such as the foundation 

Professor of Agricultural Economics, Jack Lewis. Jack is quoted as saying:

“Arthur Rickards entrepreneurial skills put ABRI on an efficient 
self-sustaining basis.”

Clockwise - The magnificent seven from Qld 

University, with old friend Dick Vincent from WA, 

with Dr Catherine Hamlyn, with Ed Wright and 

Ian Sinclair, with Prof. Roger Hunsley (USA).  



“Rick” as he was christened by his Ag. Sc. friends from Qld. University loved his mates 

from this time in his life and shared many outrageous adventures many of which I’ve 

since discovered were of his planning. 

 

I met “Rick” at one of the famous UNE Summer Schools in Music in the late ‘60s. He at the 

time was a resident Fellow in Robb College.  We dined at the still operational “Mandarin” 

Chinese restaurant and then graduated to the Greek restaurant in “Nick’s Café”. He 

thought I’d be interested in seeing the UNE Computer which operated day and night and 

I dismissed this opportunity as I needed to get some more practice in before the concert 

the next day. He was a little surprised at this response.

Over the years, we have always discussed our interests and supported each other. Apart 

from his outstanding contributions in the Rural industry, he also worked to establish 

the New England Conservatorium of Music which is housed in the old Teacher’s College. 

This provides employment for musicians and allows the well established reputation 

Armidale has for fine music to continue. I too have supported his local farming interest 

by ushering cattle off the Boorolong Road and away from the oncoming traffic!

For almost 50 years I have shared my life with an energetic, creative visionary who 

looked to make a difference and succeeded. He was intelligent, ambitious, generous 

and kind to people and although he received significant awards, he didn’t seek them 

out. He gave opportunities to people, particularly bright ambitious graduates from UNE. 

Many were inspired by his work ethic and productivity and have themselves nurtured 

successful professional lives.

It is appropriate that I finish with a quote from his favourite book “The Old Man and the 

Sea.”In it Hemmingway says….

“Now is no time to think of what you do not have. Think 
of what you can do with that there is.”

He was well loved by all members of the 

family and will be missed from our lives.



Deidre, Alice, Gareth and families thank you for your expression of sympathy. The support 

from friends, colleagues and professional associates has been invaluable during this 

time of sadness. We have appreciated the words, flowers and tributes and value them.

 

For those who were not able to attend the Memorial service where we asked for donations 

to “The Arthur Rickards Young Breed Leader Award” which has been created by ARCBA in 

his memory, you may make a donation by Bank transfer to ARCBA.
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