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ORDER OF AUSTRALIA 

VICTORIA BRANCH 
“fostering love of and pride in Australian citizenship” 

 

Welcome from Branch Chair 

Welcome to the first edition of the Order of Australia Association Victoria Branch 
e-Newsletter for 2019. 
 

Congratulations to our 2019 Australia Day recipients and thank you to those of 
you who have joined the Association. 
 
All members of the Victoria Branch were invited to participate in the Australia Day 
March along Swanston Street, finishing in the picturesque gardens near the Art 
Centre and then lunch hosted by RACV. It was pleasing to see members enjoy the 
opportunity to participate with numerous other community groups that make up 
the diverse culture of Victoria. We trust the event will grow in numbers next year. 
 

On Tuesday February 19, 2019 the Victoria Branch held the AGM and Regional Groups meeting at RACV 
City Club. The Office Bearers for the next twelve months are noted on page 3.  A full list of Committee 
and Regional Group Coordinators is included on the last page of this newsletter.  The meetings gave the 
Regional Group representatives the opportunity to openly discuss ideas and ask questions of the 
committee. We certainly value the work undertaken by our Regional Groups and look forward to 
working with them during the year. 
 

Last month many of our members along with students from four schools had the opportunity to attend 
Deakin Edge at Federation Square to hear The Inspiring Australians Oration delivered by The Right 
Honourable Sally Capp Lord Mayor of Melbourne. The feedback has been excellent; members and 
guests agreed this was a quality event. The Lord Mayor talked about the challenges, disappointments 
and opportunities that face all of us. 
 
In addition to hearing the Lord Mayor, we were entertained by Imogen Spendlove singing both verses 
of the National Anthem to open proceedings and at the end of the formalities she sang “Heroes”. 
MC David Mann AM interviewed the 2018 Order of Australia Association Foundation scholarship 
recipient Juanita Kelly-Mundine about the worth of the scholarship, her studies and plans for the 
future. It was pleasing to see five Victoria Branch past Chairs at the Oration. 
 
The success of this event is thanks to Peter Jones AM a Vic Branch committee member and chair of the 
Events sub-committee.  
 

Thank you to the members and their guests who supported the charity performance of Jersey Boys at 
the Regent Theatre earlier this month. The Order of Australia Association Victoria Branch is one of the 
beneficiaries, once the final net share of the profit is known our committee will discuss project options 
and keep you updated.  

Please enjoy reading our first e-Newsletter for 2019 under our new Editor Irene Harrington OAM.  I 
look forward to seeing you at one of our events soon.  
Helene Bender OAM   
Chair Victoria Branch 



  

 

 

Editor's message 
 

              
 

In addition, you’ll find some biographies of the four people who make up the Communications Sub- 
committee and who will bring you your quarterly edition of the e-Newsletter this year. In the next 
edition, I hope to introduce you to other members of the Victoria Branch Committee. 
 
It would also be wonderful to have the biographies of other members of our Association, so please feel 
free to send your story (or a story of another member) to me and if you can include a photograph that 
would be great too. As a start to these newsletter inclusions, there is an article from Stephanie 
Woollard OAM a brand new awardee (Australia Day 2019) who is an inspiring young woman in her 
early 30s. The story of Victoria Branch Membership Secretary Tony Smith OAM, who has just 
celebrated his 30th anniversary as a member of the Association, is also included. 
 
As usual, this e-Newsletter is only made possible with contributions and assistance from members, so 
please feel free to send me any type of articles or stories you would like to see published for your 
fellow members to read. If something is of interest to you, it stands to reason that it will probably be of 
interest to others as well.  
 
The timetable for contributions for the e-Newsletter and The Order for this year is included on page 21 
for future reference. Deadline for the next edition of the e-Newsletter is the 4th June. 
 

Until next time, happy reading! 
Irene Harrington OAM, JP 
 
 
 

Important message to event organisers 
 

At any event where members and guests are being charged to attend, the invitation must show the 
words “(including GST)” after the price is quoted. 

 

If photographs are to be taken at an event, attendees must be advised that this will happen and if 
they have objection to their photograph being taken which may be potentially be used in any 
publication, they should advise the photographer. 
 
 

 
 

Like our Chair Helene Bender, I would like to also welcome you to the 
first edition of the Victorian state e-Newsletter for 2019. 

 

In this edition you will find information on forthcoming events and news 
from the different groups around Victoria, as well as some national 
events.  

 

You’ll also be introduced briefly to the new Victoria Branch Committee. 
 



  

 
 

 

Victoria Branch Annual General Meeting 

The 2019 Annual General Meeting was held on Tuesday 19th February 2019 at the RACV Club, 
Melbourne. 
 
The annual report of the Victoria Branch was delivered by Victoria Branch Chair, Helene Bender OAM 
and is available on the OAA website. Additionally the Draft AGM Minutes and Financial report for 2018 
are also available on the OAA website. 
 

The list of those elected, is listed below. 
 
 
 

 
 
Contacts for all members are on the Victoria Branch pages of the Order of Australia website. Victoria Branch 
has a number of sub committees and these are listed below: 
 
Events: Peter Jones AM (Chair), Barbara Thomas OAM, Dr Yvonne Ho AM 
Communications: Irene Harrington OAM (Chair), Barbara Abley AM, Fred Harrington OAM and Pam 
Robinson OAM 
Merchandise: Dr June Kane AM (Chair), Alan Brook OAM and co-opted members Richard Rozen OAM, 
and Neil Soullier OAM 

Regional Groups: Fred Harrington OAM (Chair)  
 
 
 
Victoria Branch Committee 
 
From left to right (standing):  
Barbara Abley AM, Irene Harrington OAM,  
Dr. June Kane AM, Dr. Yvonne Ho AM,  
Peter Jones AM, Richard Rozen OAM,  
William Lye OAM  
From left to right (seated):  
Fred Harrington OAM, Helene Bender OAM, 
Barbara Thomas OAM  
(not present: Pam Robinson OAM)     

Following the elections held at the AGM, Wayne Myers OAM (right) 
resigned as Treasurer and resulting from that, there was a call for 
nominations for Treasurer. Alan Brook OAM was subsequently appointed 
to fill the position of Treasurer.   

 
Alan Brook OAM (left) has a background in IT, financial and project 
management.    He has been a Church Treasurer, an auditor and he and 
his wife Barbara Brook OAM live in East Ivanhoe.  He was granted his 
Order of Australia on Australia Day 2016 for service to youth and to the 
community.   If you have any queries, don’t hesitate to contact Alan who 
has been working hard with Wayne to ensure everything is in order in the 
changeover.  Alan’s email address is:  

 
 



  

 
 

Thank you for serving on the Victoria Branch committee 

The Victoria Branch acknowledges Dr John Basarin OAM, Neil Soulier OAM and Duncan Stalker OAM 
who didn’t seek re-nomination for 2019. We thank them for their dedication to the Branch. 

 

John would be known to many as The Editor of the quarterly Victoria e-Newsletter and Victorian pages 
in The Order magazine together with a team of proof readers for two years; he was also Deputy Chair 
Metro. John is a Queen’s Birthday 2015 recipient for service to Australian-Turkey relations, to military 
history and to the community. 

 

Neil, whilst not renominating due to his full-time employment as CEO at Victoria Police Blue Ribbon 
Foundation, has been co-opted to the Merchandise sub-committee. Neil is an Australia Day 2001 
recipient for service to the community, particularly as a fundraiser for the Victoria Police Blue Ribbon 
Foundation. 

 

Duncan, due to tenure of years on the State Committee, wasn’t eligible to re-nominate. He was 
Deputy Chair Country, Chair of Communications sub-committee and chaired the successful 2014 
National Conference in Melbourne. Duncan is an Australia Day 1998 recipient for service to education, 
in particular the Australian Secondary Principals’ Association and the community. 

 

We are grateful for their contribution to the Victoria Branch. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It has come to the attention of the Association that 
certain absolute scoundrels, are contacting the 
bereaved relatives of deceased Honours’ recipients 
suggesting that their medals need to be returned.  
 

This is totally false and is a malicious scam. 
 

Please ignore any such approaches.  

Phil Morrall AM, CSC 

National Secretary 

 

From left to right: 
 

Dr. John Basarin OAM, 
Neil Soulier OAM and 
Duncan Stalker OAM 
 



  

 

 

National Conference 
 
Autumn in Hobart is the perfect time to enjoy sunny days and the vibrant golds, reds and oranges of 
the deciduous trees. It is also the perfect time to attend the Order of Australia Association National 
Conference being held from Thursday 11th April to Sunday 14th April inclusive. 

 

The theme is:  Making a Difference 
 

The program includes a Government House Reception, Official Welcome, National Oration, Annual 
General Meeting, Members’ Forum, Symposium, Conference Dinner and Foundation Scholarship 
presentations, Service of Remembrance and Wreath Laying and farewell lunch. 

 
The speakers at the Conference Symposium will present a diversity of interesting topics: 
Professor Alison Venn, CEO Menzies Medical Research Centre 
Mr Martin George, Manager of the Launceston Planetarium  
Mr Bill Lawson AM, founder of the Beacon Foundation 
Professor Tony Press, of the Antarctic Climate and Ecosystems Cooperative Research Centre and IMAS 
Ms Jan Davis, political lobbyist particularly in the agriculture sector 

 

Progressive information about the Conference will be posted on the Association’s  
webpage: www.theorderofaustralia.asn.au/tas/national-conference-2019 

 
 

OAA merchandise at the Conference 
 

OAA merchandise will be available at National Conference in Tasmania at special conference prices.  
Items include merino winter wear and lightweight jackets for women and men, all with the OAA emblem 
and at unbeatable prices.  Regular items on offer include travel bags, compendiums and men’s ties.   Look 
for the merchandise stand and pick up a bargain!  
 
 
 

National News 

OAA Foundation 

Since its inception the Foundation has provided 39 scholarships covering all States and Territories, as a 
result of the generosity of the donors. To make a donation please contact: 

E: sec@oaafoundation.com.au or ring telephone: 02 6273 5995. 
 

 

Did you know…… 

 

The Australian Honours system was introduced in 1975 by the Australian Government. 

http://www.theorderofaustralia.asn.au/tas/national-conference-2019
mailto:sec@oaafoundation.com.au


 
 

The Order of Australia Association – Merchandise 
 

Association members are able to purchase the Association’s merchandise. The current selection of 
merchandise can be ordered via: 

Richard Rozen OAM, National Merchandise Officer: 

 
Email: rozenr@bigpond.com Phone (03) 9592 8068or via web site: 

http://www.theorderofaustralia.asn.au/shopping-cart/ 

A new item has been added to the Association’s 
selection of branded gifts. By popular demand, we 
now offer a quality full-colour card, blank to allow 
members and groups to add appropriate greetings or 
messages. 

The cards, which measure approximately 15 cm x 10 
cm, come with light blue envelopes and are sold in 
sets of five for $10 plus p/h. They can be ordered 
through the normal merchandise channels shown on 
the merchandise order form. 

 

The Order 
 

Our national quarterly magazine The Order is available in e-version which saves the Association costs 
of postage, printing and stationery. 

 
Please email Secretary Phil Morrall AM CSC at: nationalsecretary@theorderofaustralia.asn.au, to 
request The Order in electronic format and help save us the costs of printing and postage. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

A new release 

 
 
 
 
  

 

Did you know…… 

 
That since the Australian Honours system was introduced 39,822 awards have been granted (up 
to and including Australia Day this year): 
 
AK – 15          AD – 4          AC -576          AO – 3089          AM – 10,692          OAM – 24,822  
 

mailto:nationalsecretary@theorderofaustralia.asn.au


  

On Wednesday 27th 
February, 240 

240 members, families, friends and 

students gathered at Federation Square in 
Melbourne for the Inspiring Australians 
Oration. In the audience were members of 
the Order and students from four schools – 
John Monash Science School, Ringwood 
Secondary College, Strathcona Baptist Girls 
Grammar and Camberwell Grammar. 

News from the Victoria Branch Committee 
 

Australia Day 
 

The Order of Australia Association was given the opportunity for the first time to participate in one of 
the major highlights of Australia Day 2019: The Australia Day Parade held in Melbourne’s CBD. 

 
Fifteen OAA members enjoyed some fun and sun, promoted our Association, as they strolled along 
Swanston Street to the gardens opposite the Arts Centre to enjoy more Australia Day events. 
 

                           
 

 

Inspiring Australians Oration 

MC David Mann AM welcomed everyone and invited Imogen Spendlove to sing the first two verses of the 
National Anthem. 

 

Chair Helene Bender OAM welcomed everyone and then introduced Melbourne’s Lord Mayor the Rt Hon 
Sally Capp who was elected in May 2018, the first woman to be directly elected as Lord Mayor. 

 
Sally commenced her address by congratulating all those with honours, saying that she was inspired very 
much by honourees and thanked them for their contribution to our community. Her genuine admiration 
for honourees was evident throughout her presentation. 

 
The Lord Mayor spoke a little about her role and then mentioned a quote from Winston Churchill Success 
is going from failure to failure without a loss of enthusiasm, saying that’s the same for all she admires.  
Some of her examples of inspiration included people such as JK Rowling who received 12 knockbacks when 
she submitted her writings to publishers – but she never gave up! 

Happy walkers 



  

 

Sally spoke about inspiring Australians such as Sir John Monash who struggled at school and became a 
military hero, stating that Victoria owes a great deal to this inspiring Australian. William Angliss – an 
immigrant, butcher who embraced new ideas to become successful. The Hon Susan Ryan AO, an 
Australian public servant/former politician and the Age Discrimination Commissioner, whose work for 
equal opportunity was very important to Australia. Rob Adams who was a town planner and worked hard 
in development of the City of Melbourne. 

 

Her personal role models were her uncle David Morgan and Ros Kelly a former Federal Minister. She also 
mentioned leaders in the community doing extraordinary things and in particular congratulated honour 
recipients who make our world richer. 

 
She concluded her remarks by quoting Edward Hale: I am only one, but I am one. I cannot do everything, 
but I can do something. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In thanking Sally on behalf of our Association, Paul Wheelton AM KSJ, said he had a PhD in Hindsight! 
And remarked that Sally had encouraged everyone to have respect for failure and thanked her for her 
humble thoughts. 
 

David Mann AM interviewed The Order of Australia Association 
Foundation Scholarship winner – Juanita Kelly-Mundine She explained 
that she was in her 2nd year of a four year Masters of Cultural Materials 
Conservation and is interested in art restoration using her arts and 
chemistry knowledge. She thanked the lecturer from her university who 
told her about the scholarship. 

Concluding the event, Imogen 
Spendlove sang “Heroes” and was 
interviewed about her hopes for the 
future. In answering, Imogen 
encouraged all the students present to 
strive for their goals and never give up 
their dreams like she had. 

 
 

Following the oration, the Lord Mayor spent some time 
talking to many, but particularly a number of the 
students present. Those in attendance enjoyed a light 
lunch provided by Alek Vass OAM. Everyone was in 
agreement that this was one of the best Orations ever. 

Lord Mayor Sally Capp and also 
with Vic Chair Helene Bender 
OAM 



  

Irene received an Order of Australia in 2016 for her community work in 
various roles. She has a business background in administration, having 
worked in private industry, public service and not-for-profit 
organisations. Qualifying as a Marriage/Funeral Celebrant in 2007 she 
was elected to the National Committee of the Australian Federation of 
Civil Celebrants in 2014. Currently, she is the National Vice President of 
that organisation and Editor of their national magazine. She been a 
Justice of the Peace for 28 years and has been involved in a voluntary 
capacity with a large number of community organisations for over 45 
years and is a life member of three of those organisations. 

   

Jersey Boys 
 

On Friday 1st March, the Regent Theatre in Collins Street, 
Melbourne was packed to the rafters! Everyone’s purpose was 
two-fold: there to see a GREAT show and also to help raise 
money for four charities. $50 from every ticket sold from that 
night was part of a donation to four community organisations, 
of which OAA Victoria Branch is one. 

 

As well as the ticket sales producing dividends, so did the special auctions offered after the show 
finished. Robust bidding ensured some four great gifts went to good homes and the profits went to the 
appropriate coffers! The special auction prize for our Association was a pack valued at $700 for two 
premium tickets to attend the new show “Come from Away” and a Jersey Boys merchandise pack 
(including a limited edition of “Walk like a Manopoly”! 

 

Glaston Toft who plays Nick Massi in the show supported our nomination to receive some profit from 
the night. 

 
Our gratitude is extended to David Mann AM who recommended the four charities and sent a 
proposal to New York for the four “Jersey Boys” to approve. The rest as they   say is history!   
 

Thanks must also go to Peter Jones AM for all his organisation to ensure that the night was the great 
success it was. 

 
Sub-committee The Communications and e-Newsletter editorial team 

Irene Harrington OAM, JP (Chair/e-Newsletter Editor) 

Irene was the first female elected as National President of Australian Jaycees in 1988 and was named 
the Outstanding National President of the world that year. She became a Senator – Jaycees Life 
member (similar to a Paul Harris Fellow in Rotary) in 1988 and was named the World’s Outstanding 
Senator in 2002. As a qualified public speaking trainer/adjudicator, she has conducted training sessions 
on various topics in Scotland, England, New Zealand and all over Australia for organisations such as 
Jaycees, Apex, Rotary, the Institute of Chartered Accountants and the Road Trauma Support Services 
Victoria. Irene has been married for 49 years to Fred Harrington OAM and has two children and 4½ 
grandchildren. 



  

Barbara, born and raised in the Mallee, holds tertiary and graduate 
qualifications in Health, Management, Nursing, Internal Auditing (Aged 
Care), is an Australian College of Nursing Fellow. She was honoured to 
receive an Order of Australia as a Member (AM) in 2007. She served three 
terms (2001-2012) on the Greater Geelong Council; Deputy Mayor (1 year);   
Mayor (2 years) – the first female to hold this position in Geelong’s history. 
She led two delegations to Timor Leste in 2002 and 2005, the first as an 
Independent UN Observer to oversee the procedures and voting practices 
for the election of the first President of Timor Leste; the second delegation 
was as chair of Viqueque/Geelong Friendship Committee regarding the 
resourcing of health and community services within this Region. 

 

Barbara Abley AM CJSJ FACN, Medal of Merit 
 

In semi-retirement, she continues to serve on a number of Executive Committees including the 
Australian Local Government Women’s Association (Victoria); has strong ties and commitments to 
numerous other organisations including the RSL and National Servicemen’s Association and as an 
officiant at funerals and RSL Services. She is a current Rotarian, Past President, and Paul Harris 
Fellow with Rotary International. She is Deputy Chair (Country) of the Victoria Branch Committee of 
the Order of Australia Association (Victoria) and remains on the Barwon Group Committee. She was 
awarded and presented with a Lions International Medal of Merit by the World President – a rarity 
for a Rotarian and was invested into the Order of St. John of Jerusalem in 1998. Barbara compiles 
and edits a number of regular publications for Rotary and for the Order of Saint John, which are 
distributed locally, regionally, nationally and to an international readership. 
 

Pam Robinson OAM 
  

 
 

 

Her interest in Women in Agriculture and Landcare along with promotion of women in Local 
Government, saw her take on leading roles at regional, State and National level and continues to do so. 
Pam has been State President Australian Local Government Women’s Association Victoria, National 
Vice-President and was awarded life membership and in 2012-2014 was President of the ALGWA NT 
Branch.  Pam was involved in initiating the first Environment Committee in the MAV, represented them 
on the 1991 Decade of Landcare Plan and was on the Board of Parks Victoria. Local government 
involvement covered being a Councillor, a consultant in Australia and internationally a Manager of 
Climate Change and Environment in the NT and adviser to the Local Government Association NT 2008-
2016.  Amongst her many committee involvements she was the Non-Government representative on the 
Australian Government Delegation to the UN Commission on the Status of Women in New York 2002.  
Pam was the recipient of the 10yr Red Cross Medal, finalist in the Australia Day Awards Victoria 1989 
and received two Australia Day Medals – for Achievement, Australian Government, 1997, 2000.  Pam 
considers herself simply with a ‘hat full of mixed qualifications and experiences’ and like all in the 
Association is ‘still participating’ in many voluntary ways.

Pam received her OAM in 1990 for Services to Local Government and 
conservation.   She joined the OAA at that time and attended the National 
Conference. Pam was a founding Member of the North East Victoria and 
Goulburn Valley Group in 1993.  Over subsequent years she attended various 
regional, State and National conferences and events. In the 2000’s whilst in 
the NT she joined the activities of the Darwin Branch and now back in 
Melbourne is Deputy Chair, Melbourne Central.  A fine wool farmer for 30 
years at the foothills of the Strathbogie Range, she was the first woman in its 
83 year history to join the then Shire of Violet Town, later becoming Shire 
President for two terms.   
 



  

  

Fred Harrington OAM 

 

In 1983 he was invited to become a member of the Eltham Cemetery Trust and has been involved with 
the Trust in a voluntary position since then. He was elected Chair of the Trust in 1991 and has held that 
position ever since. During his term as the Trust Chair there have been a number of achievements 
including the introduction of a number of sculptures from local artists and the installation of 30 
ceramic panels with images depicting historic scenes, flora and fauna from in and  around Eltham.  
Fred spent 45 years working in local government mainly in engineering operations, managing Council’s 
maintenance programs including waste services and emergency management programs. Fred has been 
married to Irene for 49 years and they have a daughter and son and four (almost five) grandchildren. In 
the Queen's Birthday Honours list in 2011 Fred was awarded an OAM for his contribution to the 
community of Eltham. In 2015 Fred was coopted onto the Victoria Branch Board as State Secretary. 
Fred also holds the position of Regional Groups Coordinator. 

 

 

 

 
 

Due to the large number of Australia Day 
Honour recipients this year, there will be 
three investiture ceremonies at 
Government House. 
 
The first one is being held on Tuesday 2nd 
April at 11am.  The second ceremony will 
be held on Wednesday 3rd April at 3.30pm 
and Friday 5th April at 11am. 
 
Best wishes and congratulations to 
everyone involved in their investitures in 
April. 

 

Fred's service to the community commenced in 1973 when he was 
invited to join the Eltham Apex Club. He was a member of Apex for 15 
years and held most position within the club including President. Fred 
was also elected to other positions outside the club including District 
Governor, Zone Secretary (twice), Zone Vice President and Zone 
President which included a year as a member of the Apex National 
Board. In 1988 when Fred reached the then retiring age of 40 for 
Apexians, he was awarded life membership of the club. 

Victoria Branch Web page 
 
Victoria Branch’s web page within the Order of Australia web site: (www.theorderofaustralia.asn.au) 
contains a wide range of information regarding the branch. In particular the pages contain information 
on Upcoming events of both the Victoria Branch and Regional Groups. 

 

 



  

   

IMPORTANT MESSAGE 
 
National Annual General Meeting – Special Resolutions 
 

The agenda for the National Annual General Meeting (AGM) in Hobart next month includes two special 
resolutions received as petitions: 
 
i) Received from Associate Professor John Harden AM from Queensland  
ii) Received from South Australian Branch.   
 
The National Board having openly discussed the special resolutions does not support either of them and 
their recommendation to members is that they vote against both special resolutions.  The reasons for 
the position taken by the Board is in the AGM pack members will have received via email if you have 
opted to receive The Order our national magazine in e-copy, otherwise it will been sent this year via 
mail.  Your Branch Committee has also read the special resolutions and supports the Board’s decisions.  
 
The special resolutions are set out below, along with an explanation of the Branch committee’s position.   
 
We encourage all members to vote on these special resolutions. If you are not attending the AGM in 
Hobart, please complete and return the proxy voting slip included in your AGM pack by the return date, 
or, available for printing at the end of this newsletter. 
 
The Board will recommend that you give your proxy to the National Chairman, Barry Nunn AO.   
 
The Branch Committee suggests that you follow that recommendation.  Alternatively, if you are not 
comfortable doing that, you may give your proxy to our Branch Chair, Helene Bender OAM.   For further 
information please contact Helene on M: 0407 261 951 or email: chairvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au  
 
Special Resolution 1 (Associate Professor John Harden AM).  That new arrangements be established, by 
mutual agreement between the OAA Branches and the OAA Board, for an equitable distribution of 
member subscription funds between the OAA Board and the OAA Branches. 
 
The VIC Branch committee has considered this Special Resolution and agrees with and adopts the 
recommendations of the National Board that you vote AGAINST Special Resolution 1.  
 
Special Resolution 2 (SA Branch) That the Board, at the conclusion of this meeting, make arrangements 
for a complete external review of the Constitution and By-laws (rules) of the Order of Australia 
Association, including a consultation mechanism for taking into account the skills and experience of the 
current membership at large and the commercial concessions now offered to Not-For-Profit 
organisations, with a first draft to be presented to the Futures/Strategy meeting being arranged in June 
2019 and with the objective of presenting completed documents for decision by the general 
membership at the next AGM in Darwin in 2020. 
 
The VIC Branch committee has considered this Special Resolution and agrees with and adopts the 
recommendations of the National Board that you vote AGAINST Special Resolution 2.  
 
Current as at March 22, 2019 

mailto:chairvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au


  

 

 

The Victoria Branch of the Order of Australia Association acknowledges Stacey Williams 

commitment to increasing the number of women nominated in the Australian Honours system 

over the past 18 months. 

 

Australia Day 2019 Stacey had 50 recipients; 2 x AC's, 6 x AO's 10 x AM's and OAM's. 

Great result, up by 135% on this time last year. 

 

Please think outside the square: we all know young achievers aged between 30 and 50 and 

many of us know young achievers from diverse cultures in our workplace or community. 

To get things started, send Stacey an email or give her a call with the name of a woman you 

would like to nominate. Any information you can provide to support the nomination is also 

appreciated, for example: 

 date of birth 

 place of birth 

 current contact number, and 

 email address. 

Do I need to provide references? 

 

The aim is to have at least three references per nomination. If you can provide references, 

that’s great! Otherwise, Stacey will identify and approach potential referees to provide a 

written reference and be available for a telephone reference. 

 

Get started? 

 

Email or call Stacey today with the name of the woman/women you would like to nominate, 

and she will do the rest! 

 

Contact: Stacey Williams 0437 966 916 | stacey.willliams@dpc.vic.gov.au 

mailto:stacey.willliams@dpc.vic.gov.au


  

   

Introducing…. 

 
 

My life’s work so far was the manifestation of my childhood curiosity to understand self and the world 
we live in and consequently, the desire to help those who were living in poverty. 

 
I feel I have been shaped by life experiences such as when my mum and dad took me, along with my 
brother and sister on a 6 week caravanning trip through aboriginal communities in outback Australia 
when I was in year 10. I was inspired by how connected indigenous people were to themselves and to 
the land on which we live. 

 

My curiosity to learn more about the world took me to Nepal on a volunteering trip where I returned 
as a co-leader for Duke of Edinburgh tours. On my travels, I met seven disabled women who were 
living in a tin shed in the backstreets of Kathmandu. From connecting to these women and learning 
their stories of suffering and isolation because of their disabilities, Seven Women was born. 

 

I used my last $200 to pay for two trainers to up skill these women. Today, 13 years later, Seven 
Women has grown into four thriving enterprises which tap into global markets. The purpose of our 
enterprises, are to provide skills’ training and employment for disabled and marginalized women in the 
manufacturing, hospitality and tourism industry. These include: 

 
 a manufacturing business that exports globally; 

 the Seven Women Cooking School; 

 the soon to be, Seven Women Guesthouse; and 
 our sustainable tour company, Hands On Development 

 
Our 10 day immersion to Nepal takes people into the hearts and minds of Nepali people and culture. 
These are a different kind of travel experience which enriches the lives of both travellers and locals. 

 
When we were awarded the Rotary International Responsible Business Award in 2016 at the United 
Nations, it gave us an international platform to share our message: “everyone can make a difference”. 

 
It is a great honor to be nominated for and awarded an OAM, this past Australia day. I see these 
recognitions as a great way to shine light on people creating positive change in their respective fields 
and showcasing the difference we can all make as individuals and with the help of many others. 

 
We all have tremendous power within to make positive change. The more connected we are to our 
true selves and nature, the more we can tap into this power, the more we are in tune with our 
purpose and the more we can make a difference in the world. 

Stephanie Woollard OAM 



  

   

Introducing…. 
 

 

 
 

 

He received a commission as an officer in July 1989 and transferred from the permanent Air Force to 
the General Reserve in January 2000. 

 

Tony says, “I am always conscious when the conversation comes up about people being awarded an 
Order for doing their job, because I was one of those people. While I am deeply proud and grateful for 
the honour, I hope my ‘out of hours’ work, both during and after my Air Force career, have fallen into 
the other category of “community service”. 

 
Born and raised in South Australia, Tony’s first 4½ years of Air Force service were spent within walking 
distance from his in-laws’ home in Adelaide’s northern suburbs. He was posted to RAAF East Sale in 
1984 and his young family moved into Air Force housing in the Gippsland town of Sale. After 
commissioning in 1989, a posting to RAAF Point Cook Victoria followed and then in 1991 he took up 
the post as the Senior Air Force Recruiting Officer, Tasmania, based in Hobart. This began an ongoing 
love affair with the island state. He was posted back to East Sale in 1994 and served in various posts 
until January 2000 and then settled in the area. 

 

Tony and his wife Gill became heavily involved in the local RSPCA Branch on their return to Sale in 
1994 and Tony served as Vice President and then President of the Gippsland Branch for 5 years. He has 
also been active in operation of the only RSCPA animal shelter East of Melbourne.  Many Christmas 
days were spent feeding animals and cleaning out pens while the paid staff had the day off. Christmas 
lunch came after all of the animals in the shelter were tended! 

 
In 2000, Tony joined the Victorian WorkCover Authority as a WorkSafe Inspector and moved to his 
current employment in 2012, where he is the Business Risk Manager for one of the Victorian water 
corporations. At the time of writing, Tony is on a 3-month secondment to the Dept of Environment, 
Land, Water & Planning to manage the state-wide water sector climate change program. 

 

In December 2010, Tony answered a call from the Association for a Membership Secretary and is now 
in his ninth year in that role. Tony says that the role has certainly expanded over that time, but also 
notes the improvements with our electronic database, which has made communication with members 
via email so much easier. Fortunately, the percentage of members with email addresses is about 94%. 
In the ‘old days’ a simple email-out to all members had to be done via his Outlook account and 
emailing 1800-odd people took about 6 hours due to the transmission restrictions and the outgoing 
capacity of the Association’s server. Now it takes minutes. 

Our state Membership Secretary Tony Smith OAM, achieved a 
significant milestone on 4th March just gone, when he ticked over 
30 years as a member of our Association, having received his 
award on Australia Day 1989. 

 
Tony joined the Royal Australian Air Force as a clerk in June 1979 
and advanced through the ranks, being promoted to sergeant in 
1987. He received a service commendation in that year and then 
was awarded an OAM in the military division for services to the 
Royal Australian Air Force less than two years later. 

Tony Smith OAM 



  

 

 

The role of the Membership Secretary has also changed from what was once a quarterly spurt of 3-4 
days of activity, to a daily activity of being the interface between our regional groups and members 
and the national office/national database – in addition to regular updates to the Branch, quarterly 
reports, managing the new awardee conversion to membership etc. 

 

“Sometimes I think about ‘retiring’ and handing the role over, but the thought of having to write the 
instruction manual to cover all of the elements of the job that has evolved over time, has proved a 
little daunting! Although the ‘manual’ on the radar, but time is the challenge at this stage!” according 
to Tony. 

 

In his spare time, Tony is also Chair of the Advisory Panel for Sea Shepherd Australia (a marine 
conservation organisation) and a member of the global Climate Reality Leadership Corps where he 
regularly presents on climate change, viewed through a risk lens. He also fulfils his annual obligations 
as an Active Reserve Officer with the RAAF. 

 
One of Tony’s biggest regrets include not taking out Life membership of our Association as he’s already 
paid for it twice over and hopes to be around a lot longer. “I’m not the longest serving member on our 
database, but I hope to be one day”, he says! 

 
 

News from the Regional Groups 
 

Barwon Regional Group 

The AGM and Members’ function was held at the RACV Resort Torquay on Sunday the 24th of February 
2019. This function also serves to welcome new awardees from the Australia Day Honours. 

 

A very inspiring address which was enjoyed by all those in attendance. Professor Jane den Hollander 
AO is pictured with the chair of Barwon Region Peter Doak OAM. 

 

The Committee for the Barwon Region for 2019-2020 
is pictured (left): 
Chair: Peter Doak OAM  
Treasurer: Ross Synot OAM 
Secretary:  Anne Brackley OAM 
Committee: 
Barbara Abley AM 
Maureen Zampatti OAM 
Lloyd Jenkins OAM 

The guest speaker for the day was Professor Jane den Hollander 
AO the retiring Chancellor of Deakin University. Professor Jane 
spoke about the changes to Deakin University during her tenure. 
During this period the Geelong region lost two large employers 
namely Ford Motor Company Ltd and Alcoa of Australia, which 
had a major impact on the city and its employment prospects. 
Deakin University set out to upskill the local workforce, to 
modern computer based manufacturing, including carbon fibre 
materials. 



 

 
 

Melbourne Central Regional Group  
 
March Networking Evening 
 
Improvisation was the order of the 5th March Networking evening as unfortunately – but completely 
understandably – planned Guest Speaker Mr. Andrew Crisp, Commissioner for Emergency Management, 
was unable to attend due to his full attention being taken up with the on-going devastating fires that were 
still burning in several locations in Victoria. 
 

The Melbourne Central Regional Group (MCG) networking evenings are held three times a year and 
provide an opportunity to hear current information from a high-profile person working with ‘matters 
of the moment’ whilst also providing social networking amongst long-term and new MCG Members. 

 
We look forward to welcoming Commissioner Crisp on another occasion when it is out of fire season 
and we thank him for his willingness to attend in the future. 

 

Trevor Clark OAM, MCRG Chair introduced and thanked Mr, Jason Yeap OAM, for hosting the event at 
his Collins Street Office and for providing generous refreshments which were enjoyed by all who 
attended. 

 
All were delighted that Chair, OAA Victoria Branch, Helene Bender OAM was in attendance and look 
forward to her company again at a future event. 

 

 

The next luncheon will be held on Wednesday 10th April (12.30-2.30pm) at the Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club.   
The guest speaker will be the Hon. Tim Fischer AC who will be speaking on the John Monash “1918 Paris 
Peace Conference” and “1919 What changed the World forever”.  Tim Fischer was a member of federal 
parliament from 1984-2001 and was Deputy Prime Minister from 1996-1999.  He was also the Australian 
Ambassador to the Holy See from 2009 until 2012.  Dress is business casual and full size medals may be 
worn. Bookings can be made by contacting Chair Trevor Clark OAM at tclark@bigpond.net.au  
 
OAA Melbourne Central Group Office Bearers: 
 
Chair            Trevor Clark OAM 
Deputy Chair          Pam Robinson OAM 
Secretary:          Jed Macartney OAM 
Treasurer           Peter Norman OAM 

 
 

Taking up an opportunity of the 
unexpected additional time in the 
evening, it was an inspired ask of Jason 
Yeap OAM, if he would share with the 
group, the background to his gallery 
space, the art we were amongst and a 
bit about the artists. All found it most 
interesting to hear of his personal and 
professional interest in art over many 
years and how he is supporting 
emerging Asian artists – providing them 
with an art space to display their work. 

mailto:tclark@bigpond.net.au


 

 
Mornington Peninsula Regional Group 
 
The AGM and Luncheon was held on Friday 15th February, at Woodman Estate Country Hotel, 
Moorooduc and was attended by 31 members and guests.  Guest Speaker was the newly appointed 
Mornington Peninsula Shire CEO, Mr. John Baker.   He spoke about his work experience which amongst 
other things, included Local Government in the UK and combined with commercial expertise 
developed as Lead Partner in both Ernst Young and KMPG in UK and Australia.  
 

Our Regional Group area which covers Frankston City and Mornington Peninsula Shire had eight 
residents receiving 2019 Australia Day Honours.   Two were granted AM and the remaining six OAM 
with equal numbers on gender basis. 

 
North Central Suburbs Regional Group

If you would like to join us, please email Irene Harrington OAM at harri@gravity.net.au indicating the names of 
those people attending and a contact telephone number. Payment can be made by paying into Bendigo Bank 
BSB 633 000 Account No. 147323695 (North Central Suburbs Reg Group). 
 
The quarterly informal luncheon was held on the 6th March at the Sycamore Tree. It was pleasing to 
see we had three new awardees in attendance. The next informal quarterly lunch is scheduled for 
June. 

 

North East Victoria and Goulburn Valley Regional Group 

 
The North East Goulburn Valley had 22 new recipients (3 posthumous) on Australia Day. This is the most number 
of recipients for our region and it was wonderful to see such a diversity of contributions in these awards. There 
was one AM awarded and the remainder were awarded the OAM.  
 
The North East Goulburn Valley Regional Group was privileged to have Professor Tilman Ruff AM as its guest 
speaker in February in Wangaratta.  
 
Professor Ruff is the Co-President of International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War, since 2012 
(IPPNW, awarded the 1985 Nobel Peace Prize) and is the co-founder and founding international and Australian 
Chair of the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN). 

 



 

 
 
ICAN was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2017 “for its work to draw attention to the catastrophic 
humanitarian consequences of any use of nuclear weapons and for its ground-breaking efforts to achieve a 
treaty-based prohibition of such weapons".  
 
Professor Ruff spoke about the campaign and the work that the ICAN has been doing to work towards a world 
free of nuclear weapons.  ICAN is the first Australian-born group to receive the Nobel Peace Prize. It was 
sobering to hear of the potential catastrophe to our planet if today's nuclear weapons (many times more 
powerful than the atomic bombs used on Hiroshima and Nagasaki) were to be used. 
 
Members and guests engaged in many questions and were most interested to see the replica of the Nobel 
award. 

 
Barbara Thomas OAM, Tilman Ruff AM, Sue Campbell OAM 

 
 
NEGV OAA Office Bearers as of February 2019: 
 

Barbara Thomas OAM   Chair 
Bruce Lloyd AM   Deputy Chair  
Graham Kerr OAM  Treasurer 
Doug Evans OAM   Secretary 
Dianne Evans OAM  Minute Secretary 
Committee:  
Sue Campbell OAM  
Irene Cracknell OAM   
John Richards OAM 
Peter Ryan AM 

 
South Central Suburbs Regional Group 
 
End-Of-Year Dinner 2018 
 

On 28th November the Group enjoyed an outstanding evening at the prestigious Victoria Golf Club in 
Cheltenham. Guest speaker was Mr. Ian Armstrong OAM JP, a former Victorian of the Year, who is 
acknowledged as Australia’s greatest collector. Ian has an amazing collection of museum pieces and 
artefacts dating back to Australia’s colonial days. This was a most informative event with many people 
making a booking with Ian to have their own artefacts valued. 



   

  
 

 
AGM 2019 

 
The first event for the year was the Annual General Meeting in March which was to be held at Milano’s 
Hotel in Brighton Beach. Guest speaker was Lorraine Morgan AM, who was an Ambassador at the 2018 
Commonwealth Games on the Gold Coast and then shortly after she performed a similar role for the 
Invictus Games in Sydney. 
 

Our Committee:  
 
As the last AGM was only held four months ago, the committee was elected for the full 16 months: 
 
Chairman Ross Newton OAM 
Vice-Chairman/ Secretary Graeme Woolacott OAM 
Treasurer  Geoff Oscar AM 
General Committee: 
Roger Wilson OAM  
Cheryl Threadgold OAM  
Rayleen Haig OAM  
Alan Rae OAM 
Richard Rozen OAM  
Lorraine Morgan AM  
Jennie Russell OAM 
John Turner OAM 
Jill Page OAM 

 

Western Suburbs Regional Group 
 

A social start to the year 
 
When the Western Suburbs Regional Group contacts potential new members to encourage them to 
join the Association, the opportunity to attend the group’s events and to be informed and entertained 
is underlined. Also a draw card is the opportunity to meet other inspiring people who have contributed 
to Australian life in so many different ways. 

 

While three of the group’s four events each year feature a guest speaker and introduce those present 
to a range of fascinating insights into the world, the first event of the year has become an almost 
entirely social event, a chance to enjoy the last month of summer either on a day-trip, or doing 
something a little bit different. 

 
On 21st February this year, Western Suburbs members and friends made their way to Gisborne and to 
My Thai Restaurant, to be regaled with a Thai banquet of multiple courses (with much anticipated 
banana fritters on offer for dessert). 

 
The restaurant opened at lunchtime especially for the group, thanks to the good services of committee 
member Jack Harris OAM and his wife Orr. While Orr was in the kitchen helping prepare the banquet, 
Jack told diners about the food they were eating and introduced them to the unique flavours, customs 
and beliefs of Thailand and its people. 



   

 

 

 
 

Did you know…… 
 
Australian honours are unique in that they were designed for the community to make nominations. 
The Australian honours system is free of patronage or political influence. Anyone can nominate 
anAustralian citizen for an honour 
 

 
 
 

COMING EVENTS – Victoria Branch 

2019         2019          2019           2019 

June 
 

Thursday 13th: National Gallery Victoria – Winter Masterpieces Exhibition 
In a dual presentation of Chinese art and culture past and present, the Melbourne Winter Master- 
pieces Exhibition at the National Gallery of Victoria presents China’s ancient Terracotta Warriors 
alongside a parallel display of new works by one of the world’s most exciting contemporary artists, Cai 
Guo-Qiang.   Further details will be provided closer to the event. 

 

July 
 

Wednesday 31st: New Awardees Reception 
This is an invitation only event for both Australia Day and Queen's Birthday award recipients together 
with Regional Group Chairs or their representative. 

 

November 
 

Thursday 21st: Annual Luncheon 
This Luncheon is to be held at William Angliss Institute of TAFE, 550 Little Lonsdale Street, Melbourne 
commencing at 12noon. Further details will be provided closer to the event. 

 
 
 
 

Those present also had the opportunity to learn about one of the group’s 
members. In a ‘member mini-moment’, that is to be a feature of each 
event, Leigh Hardinge OAM told diners about the achievements that had 
led to his being nominated for an award. Leigh has done so much it would 
be impossible to learn all about him in general conversation; a potted 
history allowed members to truly appreciate Leigh’s impressive life work 
and to reflect again on the importance of our country rewarding such 
service through the Honours system. 



   

 

COMING EVENTS – Regional Groups 

2019         2019          2019           2019 

April 
 

Sunday 7th: Gippsland 
Autumn Luncheon at the Royal Hotel in Drouin, 2/4 Main South Road, Drouin commencing at 12noon 
day. Guest speaker is new Australia Day 2019 awardee, Ms Janice Ablett, OAM who is to speak about 
the 'Ice Meltdown Project'. Cost $40pp members and guests welcome. 
Monday 22nd: Loddon Campaspe 
Meet for lunch after the Easter parade and launch of new dragon in Bendigo. For further information 
contact Deb Fleming OAM at canddflemings@bigpond.com. 
Wednesday 24th: Eastern Suburbs 
Morning tea and live theatre show at the Whitehorse Centre, 397 Whitehorse Road, Nunawading from 
10am. Cost $20 per person. Morning tea will be followed at 11am by a live theatre performance entitled 
Practically Perfect. This live production celebrates the life and musical career of the legendry Dame Julie 
Andrews. For bookings contact Activities Co-ordinator, Dot Browne OAM, on 9874 2501 or email: 
dotandcol23@bigpond.com. 
Thursday 25th: Mornington Peninsula 
Anzac Day Service, at the Memorial Garden, Canadian Bay Road, Mt Eliza from 2pm. 
 

May  
 

Wednesday 15th: North Central Suburbs 
Outing on the Melbourne Tramboat commencing at 10.30am to cruise downstream along the Yarra, to 
the Port of Williamstown. For bookings contact Irene Harrington OAM at harri@gravity.net.au. 

Thursday 16th: Western Suburbs 
Lunch commencing at 12pm – venue and guest speaker to be confirmed 
Sunday 19th: Barwon 
Barwon Annual Film Late Afternoon. Venue: The Shirley Mills Plaza Theatre. 150 Yarra Street, Geelong 
(St Marys) $20pp. includes film and food/beverages.  

Sunday 19th: North East Victoria and Goulburn Valley 
Lunch commencing at 12.30pm at Fowles Wine, Avenel – Dale Potter OAM will be the Guest Speaker. 
 

June 
 

Wednesday 5th: North Central Suburbs 
Winter luncheon. Commencing at 11.45am at the Sycamore Tree Café, Burgundy St Heidelberg. 
Bookings to Fred Harrington OAM at Fred.harrington@gravity.net.au. 

Wednesday 12th: Loddon Campaspe 
Visit to the Portrait exhibition at the Bendigo Art Gallery. For further information contact Deb Fleming OAM 
at canddflemings@bigpond.com. 
 

July 
 

Tuesday 16th: Regional Groups meeting 
The meeting is to be held between 1pm and 3pm at the RACV Club, 501 Bourke St Melbourne following 
a lunch commencing at 12noon at the RACV club. 

mailto:canddflemings@bigpond.com
mailto:dotandcol23@bigpond.com
mailto:harri@gravity.net.au
mailto:Fred.harrington@gravity.net.au
mailto:canddflemings@bigpond.com


   

Wednesday 17th: Eastern Suburbs 
“Christmas in July” Luncheon at Bucatini’s Restaurant, Mitcham from 12noon. Guest speaker is Reg 
Gorman, Australian television and film actor and comedian. Known for his roles in “The Sullivans”, 
“Fergus McPhail” and “Neighbours” and many Australian films. Also, Reg is one of the last surviving 
active vaudeville performers in Australia. For bookings contact Dot Browne OAM, on 9874 2501 or 
email: dotandcol23@bigpond.com. 
Friday 19th: Mornington Peninsula 
Reception for 2019 Australia Day and Queen’s Birthday Award recipients. This will be hosted by 
Mornington Peninsula Shire at their Rosebud Office, Besgrove Street, Rosebud. 
 

August 
 

Thursday 15th: Barwon 
Barwon Regional Group Primary School Citizenship Award presentations and morning tea. Free event 
from10.30am to 12noon at Geelong RSL 
Thursday 15th: Western Suburbs 
Lunch commencing at 12pm – venue and guest speaker to be confirmed. 
Friday 23rd: Mornington Peninsula 
Annual Luncheon/Roy Ward Prize Presentation, 12.30pm Safety Beach Sailing Club/Community Centre, 
Marine Drive, Safety Beach. 
 

September 
 

Wednesday 4th: North Central Suburbs 
Spring luncheon, commencing at 11.45am. Venue to be determined. Booking to Fred Harrington OAM at 
fred.harrington@gravity.net.au 

Wednesday 18th: Loddon Campaspe 
Ride the heritage train between Castlemaine and Maldon. For further information contact Deb Fleming 
OAM at canddflemings@bigpond.com 
 

October 
 

Wednesday 16th: Gippsland 
The 7th Annual Sir Frank Macfarlane Burnet Address. To be held at the Premiere Function Room, 29 
Grey Street, Traralgon commencing at 6.30pm. Two course dinner, welcome drinks on arrival and 
subsequent drinks at bar prices. Guest Speaker is Dr Margaret Hellard AM who received her award 'For 
significant service to medicine as an infectious diseases and public health physician and research 
scientist'. Dr Hellard is to speak on the subject of research into the transition of adolescents into 
adulthood. Costs are $60pp or a student concession rate of $35pp. Further Details can be found on the 
Regional Group website: www.orderofaustraliagippsland.org 
Sunday 20th: North East Vic & Goulburn Valley 
Lunch at Corowa Golf Club. Guest Speaker, Inspector Kerrie Hicks, Wangaratta Local Area Commander, 
Victoria police. 
Thursday 24th: North Central Suburbs 
Reception for 2019 Award Recipients. This is to be held at the Heidelberg Uniting Church Hall, 185 
Burgundy Street, Heidelberg. Further details will be provided closer to the event. 
 

November 
 

Monday 11th: Mornington Peninsula 
Remembrance Day Service 10am, Memorial Garden, Canadian Bay Road, Mt Eliza. 

mailto:dotandcol23@bigpond.com
http://www.orderofaustraliagippsland.org/


   

Friday 15th (TBC): Mornington Peninsula 
Annual Schools Awards’ presentation and afternoon tea at 1pm, at Beleura House and Garden 
Mornington. Arrival by bus transfer from Mornington Golf Club 
Friday 15th: Loddon Campaspe 
AGM and lunch with guest speaker about the Legacy program to be held at Legacy House, Bendigo. For 
further information contact Deb Fleming OAM at canddflemings@bigpond.com 

Tuesday 19th: Regional Groups meeting 
The meeting is to be held between 10.00am and 11.30am at the William Angliss Institute, 550 Little 
Lonsdale Street, Melbourne prior to the Victoria Branch Luncheon 
 

 

The relevant dates for e-Newsletter and The Order contributions are summarized below. 

Please submit your timely articles with a photo to editor: 

Irene Harrington OAM, Email: editorvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au 
 

 

VICTORIAN ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER - DATES FOR 2019 
 

Invitation to Regional 
Groups to submit 

articles 

Cut-off date for 
submission of articles 

for e-newsletter 

Finished e- 
newsletter to Tony 

Smith 

Distribution 
date [on or 

before] 

    

22nd May 6th June 17th June 23rd June 

    

21st August 8th September 17th September 25th September 

    

12th November 22nd November 3rd December 10th December 

 
 

THE ORDER – 2019 
 

Invitation to Regional 
Groups to Submit 

Articles 

Cut-off date for 
submission of articles 

Copy to CANBERRA Distribution 
date 

    

18th March 1st April 8th April 17th May 
    

14th June 1st July 8th July 19th August 

    

16th September 1st October 8th October 18th November 

    

 

 

mailto:editorvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au


   

 
 

 

Victoria Branch Office Holders & 
Committee Members – 2019 

Patron 
The Governor of Victoria 
Her Excellency The Hon. Linda Dessau AC 

Chair 
Helene Bender OAM 
chairvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au 

Deputy Chair [Metropolitan] 
Dr. Yvonne Ho AM 

Deputy Chair [Country] 
Barbara Abley AM 

Secretary 
Fred Harrington OAM 
secvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au 

Honorary Treasurer 
Alan Brook OAM 
treasurervic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au 

Regional Groups Co-ordinator 
Fred Harrington OAM 

Editor 
Irene Harrington OAM JP 
editor@theorderofaustralia.asn.au 

Events Co-ordinator 
Peter Jones AM 

Committee 
Irene Harrington OAM JP 
Peter Jones AM 
Dr June Kane AM 
William Lye OAM 
Pam Robinson OAM 
Barbara Thomas OAM 

Co-opted Members: 

 

Chairs of Regional Groups - 2018 
 
Barwon: 
Peter Doak OAM 
 
Central Highlands: 
Jean Wise OAM 
 
Eastern Suburbs: 
Barbara Thompson OAM 
 
Gippsland: 
Doug Caulfield OAM, RFD 
 
Loddon-Campaspe: 
John Higgs OAM 
 
Mallee: 
Vernon Knight AM 
 
Melbourne Central: 
Trevor Clark OAM 
 
Mornington Peninsula: 
Brian Stahl OAM JP 
 
NE & Goulburn Valley: 
Barbara Thomas OAM 
 
North Central Suburbs: 
Fred Harrington OAM 
 
South Central Suburbs: 
Ross Newton OAM 
 
SW Victoria: 
Dr Peter Habersberger AM RFD 
 
Western Suburbs: 
John Ravenhall AM 

 

Membership Secretary 
Tony Smith OAM 
 
National Merchandise Officer 
Richard Rozen OAM 

 
Branch website: 
www.theorderofaustralia.asn.au/VIC 
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