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     ORDER OF AUSTRALIA 
        VICTORIA BRANCH 
 

“fostering love of and pride in Australian citizenship” 
September, 2018 Edition #16 

 

 
Chair's message 
 

  
 
 
As I explained to our guests at the reception, upgrades are not unusual in the Honours 
system, but are not common either.   Like many who receive this prestigious award, David 
has continued to serve and his contribution in so many different fields and organisations, is 
quite outstanding.  David is a shining example that service doesn’t stop at the Investiture!    
   

  
 

We had two resignations from our Branch in August.   
 
Cathy Roth OAM, has stepped back to concentrate on health and family and we wish her all 
the best.  Her contribution as Chair of the Strategy Committee has added great value to our 
Branch, particularly with the instigation of our sub-committee reporting structure and we also 
benefited from Cathy’s strategic planning expertise.    
  

Welcome to our Spring edition of the Victoria Branch  
E-Newsletter.  
 
Queen’s Birthday and Australia Day Honours awardees were 
guests of the Branch at our New Awardees Reception, held in July 
at the Alex Theatre.   
 
This was an opportunity for us to acknowledge 2018 recipients 
and invite them to join our Association.     
 
I was delighted to acknowledge the contribution of David Mann 
AM, who received a well-deserved ‘upgrade’ to his previous 
Honour.   
 

 

Acknowledging David Mann’s upgrade at the 
new awardees afternoon tea at the Alex 
Theatre 



 2 

Christine Unsworth AM has also signalled her intention to step down after four years with the 
Branch.   We thank her for the time she has contributed to ensuring all our Branch events are 
first class.   Christine will stay until the end of the year, organising our November luncheon at 
William Angliss, before handing over the reins to fellow Victoria Branch member and ‘event 
guru’, Peter Jones AM. 
 
Following feedback from members, Regional Groups will recently have received some 
guidance from our Secretary, Fred Harrington OAM regarding the adoption of the 
Acknowledgement to Country at all OAA events.   We urge all regional group function 
organisers to include this in your event run sheets. 
  
Finally, I am delighted that William Lye OAM has agreed to replace Cathy Roth OAM as the 
Victoria Branch Nominee on the National Board and we wish William all the best for this 
important new role. 
  
That’s all from me for this edition – I look forward to seeing many of you at our November 
luncheon and don’t forget to support the Association with purchase of Jersey Boys tickets for 
the special charity performance listed elsewhere in this newsletter. 
  
Diane James AM  
Chairman, Victoria Branch  
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Editor's message  
 

Welcome to the Spring edition of the E-Newsletter.  As John Basarin OAM is  
overseas leading the OAA visit to the battlefields at Gallipoli, I am delighted  
to have been asked to edit this edition. 
 
We currently live in a very fast paced changing world, which is a lot  
different to the era when some of us were, shall we say, a little  
younger, enthusiastic adults about to face the world.  A world now where 
billions of people around the world can view news items as they occur. 
 
We can carry around a device in our pocket that allows us to extract any type of information instantly.  
 
It’s an encyclopedia, dictionary, typewriter, diary, alarm clock, watch, calendar, calculator, banking and 
purchasing device and can assist us with directions when driving a car.    It can also take photos, movies 
and store thousands of photos in the cloud.  
 
It allows us to play music, watch television, listen to the radio, play movies, read newspapers or watch the 
stock market live.  We can also message, talk and view people who live anywhere in the world, or use it to 
read a book or play games. You can even view your home security system while overseas and even talk to 
the intruder live if you want.  
 
It allows us to translate words in most languages and just as a side feature, it can also be used as a phone!  
 
It is fair to say, we live in a changing world.   So here is an opportunity for you to sit back, relax and read all 
about what has been happening within the Order of Australia Association.  
 
Thank you to all those who contributed articles to this edition of the new E-Newsletter and also to those 
who contributed time and effort to proof read and make suggestions to enhance the information. 
 
If you would like to contribute to future E-Newsletters with a letter to the Editor, stories from Regional 
members, or information about something of interest to fellow members, I’m sure that John Basarin 
would be  delighted to hear from you at editorvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au 
 
For now, happy reading! 
 
Irene Harrington OAM, JP 
Guest Editor 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

News from the Victoria Branch 

 

 

 

The Order of Australia Association – Merchandise 
 

Association members are able to purchase the Association’s merchandise. The current 
selection of merchandise can be ordered via: Richard Rozen OAM, National Merchandise 
Officer E-mail:  rozenr@bigpond.com   Phone (03) 9592 8068 or via web site:  
http://www.theorderofaustralia.asn.au/shopping-cart/ 
 

 
 

mailto:rozenr@bigpond.com
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News from the Victoria Branch 
 

Annual Luncheon 
 
The Victoria Branch Annual Luncheon will be held on Wednesday 21 November 2018, 
commencing at 12noon at the William Angliss Institute, 550 Little Lonsdale St Melbourne. 
Guest speaker this year will be Steve Moneghetti AM.  Further Information including costs and 
booking details will be emailed to members closer to the event. 

 
Australia Day Parade 

       
The Victoria Branch has been given the opportunity for the first time, 
to participate in one of the major highlights of Australia Day 2019: 
The Australia Day Parade, held in Melbourne’s CBD. This Parade 
features over 5,000 participants representing all aspects of our 
community including Emergency Services of police, SES, ambulance 
and CFA and multicultural groups from all over the state. The  
Governor, Premier and Lord Mayor are all in attendance to greet  
all participants marching in the Parade. It starts at 11.00am and is a  
2km walk down Swanston Street to the Gardens opposite the  
National Gallery.  
 
This will be a great way to celebrate and recognise the association and members as we would 
march as a group. Participation is restricted to OAA members only. A function for members 
and partners will be held at the conclusion of the march. 
 
Full details of how to book will be emailed to members closer to the date. 
 
Annual General Meeting 

 
The 2019 Annual General Meeting, will be held on Tuesday 19 February 2019 at the RACV 
Club, 501 Bourke Street, Melbourne. Further details will be provided in the December edition 
of the E-Newsletter. 
 
Jersey Boys the musical 

 
The hit musical Jersey Boys, is returning to Melbourne for a limited season in February, 2019.   
  
Jersey Boys is the story of how a group of blue-collar boys from the wrong side of the tracks 
became one of the biggest American pop sensations of all time – The Four Seasons.  
  
The musical features all of their biggest hits, including; Big Girls Don’t Cry, Walk Like A Man, 
Sherry and Can’t Take My Eyes Off You.  
  
The Victoria Branch has been offered the opportunity to become involved with the show with 
a special performance on Friday 1st March, 2019.  
  
Every ticket sold from that night will be part of a donation to four community organisations, of 
which Victoria Branch is one beneficiary. So, by going and seeing the show you will be helping 
fund many of our ongoing activities, including the scholarship program.  
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 We encourage you all to go and purchase tickets for this night as we’d like to see as many 
members, family and friends there as possible.  
  
You can book tickets by going to https://jerseyboys.com.au/   
 

 
 

Mallee Regional Group 

 
In response to an offer from National Board to provide financial support for Regional Groups 
disadvantaged by remoteness, the Victoria Branch submitted a proposal on behalf of the 
Mallee Regional Group. 
 
The submission was successful and the financial assistance provided by National, will enable a 
Mallee Regional Group member to travel to Melbourne in November to attend the Regional 
Groups meeting, which will be followed by the Victoria Branch Annual Luncheon and then the 
Victoria Branch committee meeting. 
 
How is your memory? 

 
On behalf of the Victoria Branch Secretary Fred Harrington OAM has recently completed the 
list of Chairs of the Victoria Branch. The list is now on the OAA website. Fred is now attempting 
to compile the complete list of former Victoria Branch Secretaries and Treasurers, along with 
the years they held the positions. The information available and particularly the 'gaps' are 
shown below. Any updates should be sent to: secvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au 
 

 

Secretaries 
 

 

Treasurers 

Boomer Hicks 1977 - 1985 Boomer Hicks 1977 - 1985 

Harry Powell 1985 - 1989 Harry Powell 1985 - 1986 

Geoff Stevens OAM 1989 - 1990 Geoff Stevens OAM 1986 - 1989 

Anne Scott OAM 1993  Roy Longworth AM 1989 - 1992 

Garry Spencer AM 1993 - 1994 Rex Thiele AM 1992 - 1994 

Jill Johnstone OAM 1994 Darvell Hutchinson AM 1994 -  

    

  Eugene Falk AM  

Max Chester OAM  Trevor Brown AM  

    

Marion Lau OAM  2008 - 2016 Julian Stock AM  - 2017 

Fred Harrington OAM 2016- current Wayne Myers OAM 2017 -  

 

https://jerseyboys.com.au/
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News from the Regional Groups 
 

 

Barwon Regional Group    

 
VALE – Michael Collins Persse MVO OAM 

 
A Memorial Service was held for Michael Collins Persse MVO OAM, at Geelong Grammar 
School’s Chapel of All Saints, Corio on Monday August 27, 2018. 
 
Michael began his illustrious career at Geelong Grammar School in 1955, the school that 
became his home for the next 63 years; 48 years teaching history and then 15 years as curator 
and archivist.  
 
Victorian Governor The Hon. Linda Dessau AC, delivered a message on behalf of HRH The 
Prince of Wales. Michael was history tutor to Prince Charles in 1966 at Timbertop and from 
there they developed a close relationship.  “Years ago I observed that Michael must surely 
qualify as one of Australia’s national treasures,” his message read. 

 

 
 

Photo Michael MVO OAM and HRH The Prince of Wales      

 
It was acknowledged by all speakers that Michael’s 86 years were well lived with his love of 
Geelong Grammar School at its centre. 
 
An accomplished author, Michael almost single-handedly documented more than 100 years of 
Geelong Grammar School history. 
 
In 2015 Michael Collins Persse was made a Member of the Royal Victorian Order by the Queen 
for his services to the heir apparent.  
 
Last year he was honoured with an Order of Australia Medal for his services to secondary 
education and to history. Due to ill health Michael was unable to attend the City of Greater 
Geelong Civic Reception for new recipients and receive his Council medal.  Barwon Regional 
Group Secretary Helene Bender OAM, presented Michael with the medal at Speech Day last 
October at the Corio campus. 
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Michael leaves a legacy following the establishment of a scholarship in his honour; four 
scholars are continuing his legacy at GGS this year.  Michael Collins Persse MVO OAM had a gift 
of connecting with people and recounting moments and milestones. 
 
Primary School Citizenship Award 

 
On Thursday August 23, OAA Barwon Regional Group hosted the annual Primary School 
Citizenship Award at the Geelong RSL.   The intent of the award  is to encourage and recognise 
Primary Schools in the  Barwon catchment which clearly demonstrate and incorporate the 
aims of The Order of Australia Association “to foster love of and pride in Australian citizenship” 
within their School’s curriculum and to promote the value of Australian citizenship in some 
way. 
 
All Primary Schools in the catchment area were invited to submit an application knowing the 
top three would be selected to present to the judging panel, being Wayne Myers OAM, Geoff 
Wilson AM and Maureen Zampatti OAM and members/guests of the Association.  
 
The three finalists Bellaire Primary School, Moolap Primary School and St John’s Lutheran 
College were presented with a certificate and the winner received a cheque for $500 from 
OAA Barwon Regional Group Chair Peter Doak OAM, who acknowledged the excellent 
presentations from the three finalists. 
  
Winner, St John’s Lutheran School, this year completed the fourth year of the Centenary of 
ANZAC commemoration. The lead up to ANZAC day and the school-based service is a 
significant milestone in their calendar. Students have developed a deep understanding of the 
sacrifice and the value of continuing to commemorate ANZAC Day. 
 
Grade 5 student Daisy wrote the following poem titled ANZAC: 
 
With hat, rifle and bayonet in hand, 
Off they went to Gallipoli to fight for our great land. 
They set up at first daylight, 
Under the Southern Cross they would fight. 
Some were young and some were old, 
Some of them just did what they were told. 
They battled with honesty and pride, 
By night, in a muddy, cramped trench they would hide. 
They heard the screams of bravery and hope, 
While them, themselves couldn’t cope. 
They searched the fields day and night, 
To make sure that everyone was alright. 
In the end, far too many fought and died, 
As a nation we felt heartbroken and cried. 
For us they fought blood, sweat and tears, 
And now harmony and freedom appear. 
Dreaming of what could be, 
LEST WE FORGET – Now we see. 
 
The presentation function was held at the Geelong RSL, which supported the initiative as it 
aligned to the national and state RSL goals of supporting children during the Centenary of 
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Anzac.   The Geelong RSL Senior Vice President Glenn Agnew presented the perpetual trophy, 
the Spirit of Anzac replica sculpture to St John’s Lutheran School Captains Mia and Tom. 
 
Guest speaker was Erin Ritchie, a Law student from the Faculty of Business and Law at the 
Deakin University, Burwood Campus. Erin has been involved in her community since secondary 
school. Her focus is PARK:  
 
Passionate 
Authentic 
Resilience  
Kindness   
 
Embrace these four words and the outcomes will be positive. 
 
Barwon Regional Group thanks all the schools that entered and congratulates St John’s 
Lutheran School. 

 
 
City of Greater Geelong Civic Reception for 2018 Barwon Recipients 

 
On Thursday July 26, 2018 at the Geelong Gallery, the City of Greater Geelong hosted a Civic 
Reception for the Order of Australia Association Barwon Regional Group, ten Australia Day and 
ten Queen’s Birthday recipients, noting also one posthumous. 
Mayor of the City of Greater Geelong, Bruce Harwood commented on the incredible effort 
people in our region make to help the community; he also acknowledged the excellent 
contribution the 2018 recipients have made.  
 
It was noted this year there was an AO, four AM including one elevated from OAM and fifteen 
OAM recipients.  Recipients together with family, friends and industry leaders attended the 
reception; following their citation each was presented with a medal from the City of Greater 
Geelong in appreciation and recognition of their achievements. Peter 
Doak OAM Barwon Chair, Diane James AM VIC Branch Chair, Wayne 
Myers OAM Barwon Treasurer and VIC Branch Treasurer and Helene 
Bender OAM National Membership Director, VIC Branch Committee 
member and Barwon Secretary, together with other Barwon committee 
members, also attended. 
 
Dr Paul Hemming AO (pictured) was appointed Officer of the Order of 
Australia for distinguished service to higher education, medicine and the 
community of central Victoria as a general practitioner.    

From left to right are Glenn Agnew 
Senior Vice President Geelong RSL, St 
John’s Lutheran School Captains Mia 
and Tom and guest speaker Erin Ritchie 
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He was the inaugural Chairman of GP Divisions Victoria and a founding Director of 
“beyondblue” from 2000 to 2007. 
 
Paul commenced as Chancellor of Federation University Australia in June 2012, having been a 
Governor-in-Council appointee to the University Council since 2007. 
 
 After the formalities there was time for photos, catching up with acquaintances and meeting 
new friends while enjoying background music from harpist Peter Roberts, a beverage or two 
and quality finger food. 
The OAA Barwon Regional Group appreciates the City of Geelong hosting the annual Civic 
Reception for Australia Day and Queen’s Birthday recipients. 
 
Luncheon and Archibald Prize Exhibition 

 
Barwon Regional Group invites members and guests to the Annual Luncheon and Archibald 
Prize Exhibition on Friday October 26, 2018.  Lunch is 11.50am arrival, for a 12noon sit down at 
the Davidson Restaurant (part of the Gordon TAFE).   Guest speaker Penny Whitehead Deputy 

Director Geelong Gallery. 
 
The Archibald Prize Exhibition is 2.00pm at the Geelong Gallery.  
Both venues have ramp access and are 5 minute walk from Geelong 
Station.  Capacity is limited to 80. 
 
Cost: $45 per person includes 3 course lunch with drinks at bar price 
and Archibald Prize Exhibition.  Invitations will be emailed to 
Barwon members mid-September and other VIC Branch members 
who have expressed an interest in this event.   Contact OAA Barwon 
Secretary Helene Bender OAM, on 0407 261 951 an invitation, or 
email helenebender@westnet.com.au  

 
 

Eastern Suburbs Regional Group  

 
On Wednesday 8th August, the Eastern Suburbs Regional Group experienced a wonderful night 
at the Monash Gallery of Art in Wheelers Hill, enjoying the generous hospitality of the Mayor 
of the City of Monash, Cr. Paul Klisaris for their 2018 Order of Australia awardees’ Cocktail 
Party.    Cr. Klisaris sponsored this celebration with 22 awardees being present and receiving 
congratulations.   
 
The evening started off well with the Director of the Gallery conducting a tour of the current 
exhibition, which was interesting and then attendees were treated to delightful finger food 
snacks and drinks. 
 
A presentation followed in which each of the awardees had their citations read out and came 
forward to shake hands with the Mayor, before sitting in front for a group photo.  It was 
indeed a delightful evening and the group is very much indebted to Cr. Paul Klisaris for his 
overwhelming generosity. 
 

mailto:helenebender@westnet.com.au
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The next function being held on 16th October, is a Melbourne Tramboat Cruise from Station 
Pier in Docklands, up the Maribyrnong River to the Lunch spot at Anglers’ Tavern and then a 
return trip around 2.30pm. The cruise, morning tea and lunch are included in the cost of 
$54.00 per person.  Bookings can be made by contacting Dot Browne OAM , email 
dotandcol23@bigpond.com or telephone 9874 2501  
 
The final function for 2018, will be Eastern Regional Group’s AGM, to be held at the Wheelers 
Hill Library, corner of Jells and Ferntree Gully Roads, Wheelers Hill.  It will be held on Tuesday 
13th November commencing at 10.00am and entry is a gold coin donation. Guest Speaker will 
be Emeritus Professor Dr David Karoly, Senior Climate Scientist leading the National 
Environmental Science Program.  His talk will be followed by morning tea.  
 
Contact Barbara Thompson OAM (9802 3980) for further enquiries. 
 
 

Gippsland Regional Group  

 
Queen’s Birthday 2018 Awardees 

 
Gippsland had nine awardees (two AM and seven OAM). Letters of congratulations and ‘Save 
the Date’ information for Gippsland events for 2018, were sent out and several new awardees 
have now joined the Association.  
 
Gippsland Regional Group is fast approaching a membership of 100 and it is hoped that this 
milestone will be achieved before the end of 2018. 
 
A rather unique celebration 

 
Eunice Barnes, OAM was present on Tuesday 4th September for the investiture of her 
daughter, Margaret Haycroft OAM at Government House, Melbourne. 
 

Attendees at the 
Eastern Group’s new 
awardees cocktail party 

mailto:dotandcol23@bigpond.com
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Eunice received her OAM 22 years ago for her work with the elderly blind at Elanora, 
organising table top ten pin bowls for the residents and competitions with other residential 
centres around Melbourne for over 20 years.  

  
 

Following the official ceremony, Eunice and Margaret enjoyed a celebratory drink in the 
ballroom, before moving to the Drawing Room for a photo opportunity with her.  We are 
interested as to how many other mother/daughter combination Orders have been awarded.   
 
Margaret’s colleagues at West Gippsland Libraries shared in the occasion as the ceremony was 
livestreamed in libraries throughout the region, much to the delight of staff and patrons alike, 
particularly her story time group in Mirboo North which cheered her on during the 
presentation! Margaret was guest speaker at Legacy at the RSL in Caulfield the  following day.                 

 
 

Forthcoming Events: 
 
A very enjoyable luncheon was held in Sale during August and was well attended by 40 
members and guests. The guest speaker (Mr Peter Synan OAM) gave a fascinating insight into 
the life of renowned children’s author, Mary Grant Bruce who grew up in the Gippsland area 
and was best known for her ‘Billabong’ series of books. 
 

Margaret was presented with her award in the Queen’s 
Birthday honours this year for service to the community of 
South Gippsland. She has been organising the local Australia 
Day celebrations, Chaired the Uniting Church Council and 
volunteered at the Foster Show for over 30 years.   
  
She has also served as a Justice of the Peace and organised 
children’s activities including story time at local libraries for 
over 20 years, was a local primary school chaplain; all of 
which were included in her citation 

The Governor, Linda Dessau AC, was interested to meet 
the mother and daughter OAM combination and asked 
for a photo! 
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The prestigious (and sixth annual) ‘Sir Frank Macfarlane Burnet Address’ for 2018, is well into 
the final stages of preparation and the Group is hopeful of exceeding an attendance target 
above that from previous years.  

 
This year, the speaker is a young researcher from Walter and Eliza Hall 
Institute, Associate Professor Seth Masters, BSC (Hons) Melbourne, PhD 
(pictured left), Laboratory Head, Inflammation Division, who is to deliver 
a presentation about how inherited inflammatory diseases can help in 
understanding and treating disorders of the immune system.  
 
Bookings are essential and details can be obtained from the Group’s new 
website at:  www.theorderofaustraliagippsland.org 
 
 

The 2018 AGM is scheduled for Sunday, 25th November at 2pm and is to be held in Traralgon 
at Rotary Centenary House, 39 Valley Drive, Traralgon.  The guest speaker will be Mr Neil 
Soullier OAM who is the CEO of the Victoria Police Blue Ribbon Foundation. The meeting will 
conclude with a high tea.    
 
 

Melbourne Central Regional Group  

 

On 21st August one of our Luncheon series events was held, with a respected and successful 
Managing Director and Non Executive Director, retailer as the guest speaker. Launa Inman was 
the recipient of a Telstra Australian Businesswomen of the Year.    
 
She spoke about the future of retailing in particular “Bricks and Mortar” retailing that is not 
dead and can prosper in spite of the changing online retail landscape.  
 
The recent networking event was held on 17th September and hosted by the President and 
Vice Chancellor of Monash University Prof. Margaret Gardner AO, at the University’s 
Melbourne Offices. Professor Gardner spoke on matters relating the University and education. 
 

 

Mornington Peninsula Regional Group  

 
The Future Is Looking Mighty Good! 

 
The 2018 Roy Ward Leadership Prize for Secondary Students was presented at the Order of 
Australia Association, Mornington Peninsula Regional Groups Annual Luncheon held at the 
Safety Beach Yacht Club and Community Centre on Friday 24th August.   The Roy Ward 
Leadership Prize is granted to a Student in years 11 or 12 attending a secondary school within 
the boundaries of the City of Frankston and the Mornington Peninsula Shire who has shown, 
qualities of leadership, character and community service, which exemplifies Australian 
citizenship over an extended time period.  It has been recognised by secondary schools and 
students, since its inception in 2000, as prestigious, with the process providing an insight for 
the tertiary interview process and community involvement.  
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Twenty-one secondary schools within the zone were invited to forward submissions.   These 
were evaluated by a selection panel of the Group’s members.    
 
Six submissions were short listed to interview to determine 
the winner. 
 
The winner of the 2018 Roy Ward Leadership Prize was  
AmyYoungman from Woodleigh School 
 
Amy Youngman is a year 12 student involved in all aspects 
of school life.   Since Year 9, she has tutored children of  
Sudanese refugee families, a program established by  
Woodleigh School and operated through the Brotherhood  
of St Laurence in Frankston.  
 
It offers positive local role models for the children, helping  
them to keep up academically with their peers and helps  
the parents integrate into the local community. 
 
In years 10 and 11 she was selected by her school to work with Ampilawartja and Miwati 
indigenous communities.  Amy fully immersed herself to the point of being “adopted” into one 
family.   This experience has helped in forming her career interest in medicine and giving back 
to communities through health and education.     
 
At the end of year 11 she was selected to go to Cambodia to teach English at Chumkriel 
Language School. Amy is an enthusiastic guitar player in the Woodleigh rock band, “The 
Mammals” and is a member of the school choir.     
 
Early in 2018 she was selected by Rotary to attend a National Youth Science Forum in Brisbane, 
was placed in the top six finalists in the 2016 ANZ Brain Bee Challenge at the Florey Institute of 
neuroscience, has participated in Outward Bound activities, sailed the Gippsland lakes and has 
received her Bronze and Silver Duke of Edinburgh Awards (currently studying for her Gold 
Award). 
              
2018 saw the introduction of an additional parallel award known as The Roy Ward Leadership 
Prize for Courage and Fortitude.   The Award recognises a secondary student who has 
demonstrated in their school, outstanding qualities of leadership, character and community 
service, which exemplifies Australian citizenship, whilst facing significant challenges in their 
own lives.   
 
This year’s winner of the Roy Ward leadership Courage and Fortitude Award is Will Hipkin, 
who has been a student at Mornington Secondary College for 4 ½ Years.  
 
In February 2017 he was diagnosed with Leber's hereditary optic neuropathy (LHON) and is 
now identified as being legally blind.  As Will was continuing to study at Mornington Secondary 
College he spoke to a Staff meeting in term 1 of 2017 explaining his condition, so that staff 
would be aware of the severity of his LHON. 
 
Will is currently in a Year 11 Sport and Recreation VCAL class. When he completes his studies 
he is intending to establish a fitness gym for visually impaired and disabled members of the 

Amy Youngman; Allan Pizzey AM, 
Order of Australia Award Convenor 
and  Woodleigh Principal Jonathan 
Walter  
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community.   He is an inspiration to all areas of the community having developed the capacity 
to manage his condition and adapt to everyday life at school.   He has remained optimistic and 
positive, deciding to undertake additional VCE units in addition to his VCAL studies.  He was 
appointed as a Year 11 Captain in 2018, and has organised and presented assemblies alongside 
two fellow students. He has a very good attendance record and participates in all aspects of 
school life. 
 
He is highly regarded by staff and students due to his thoughtful and considerate nature and 
the resourcefulness and resilience that he has demonstrated in coming to terms with his 
diminishing eyesight. Will has also devoted his time to assist Mark, a wheel chair athlete, to 
access and use the Orbit Gym fitness suite (Nepean Highway).  Will has now begun to 
participate in body building and is intending to compete at National Championships in 2018. 

    
  
  
Annual Awards Luncheon! 
                                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                  
 
Inspired and supported by oceanographer Dr. Sylvia Earle’s observation that ‘this is the right 
time, and there may never be another right time’ to act to save the marine environment, 
Judith continues to work in schools and with community groups on education projects to 
highlight the beauty and fragility of the marine environment. 
 

Will Hipkin accepting his award 
from Cr Brian Payne, the Mayor of 
Mornington Shire 

Will Hipkin addressing the 
luncheon after the presentation 

Following the presentation of the Roy Ward Awards, the 
luncheon attendees were enthralled by the delivery of Guest 
Speaker, Judith Muir OAM. 
 
During one of Judy’s forays on Port Phillip Bay aboard her classic 
Huon-pine dive boat, she discovered she had on board members 
of the Port Phillip Bay Dolphin Research Project. This chance 
encounter led to the boat being engaged as a research vessel 
and later to conduct dolphin swims for the group.   
 
For the last 30+ years, Judy has charted Polperro Dolphin Swims’ 
course and the family business is recognised as a leader in 
environmental tourism and exemplar of sustainability.  
 

Judith Muir OAM 
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She has been involved in shaping legislation that has ensured a high level of protection for the 
Bay’s dolphins and is tireless in her efforts in caring for community and environment.  Judith 
has served on local, regional and state Boards and committees.  In ‘retirement’ Judith has set 
up the ‘Canopy of Care’ project showing students that there are ‘good people doing good 
things’ to ensure a sustainable future. Students are empowered to become custodians of their 
future supported by the collaboration of scientists, rangers, teachers and mentors. They 
become active in Citizen Science programs whilst learning strategies to influence policies and 
outcomes beneficial to the planet and their futures.     

 
 

North Central Suburbs Regional Group  

 
A GREAT HONOUR – Bernard (Bernie) Lamers AM 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Bernie along with his wife Gerry, were both awarded AM's in the 2009 Queens's Birthday 
awards for service to the community, particularly those affected by leukemia through the 
establishment of the Bone Marrow Donor Institute and through support for the Children First 
Foundation. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS – Sajeev Koshy OAM 
 

 
 

Associate Professor Sajeev Koshy OAM, was  recently 
announced as the Winner for the Professional 
Category across Asia-Pacific, in the Times Now NRI of 
the year awards 2018 
 
These awards recognise and honour 
achievements of Indians residing in various 
countries around the world who have 
demonstrated success, vision and courage 
which has brought glory to India and Indian 
community living abroad. 
 

The International Director of Rotary’s Zones 8 (which includes 
Australia, NZ, PNG and some Pacific Islands – approximately 28,000 
members), this year instituted the Outstanding Rotarian Of The 
Year Award.   A committee of six judged nominations from 27 
District Governors through Australia and New Zealand. The 
unanimous inaugural winner of this prestigious award was Bernie 
Lamers AM.   
 
Bernie is the Co-founder and principal fundraiser of the National 
Bone Marrow Donor Registry, with his wife Gerry Lamers AM.  He is 
a valued member of the Preston Rotary Club.  Bernie and Gerry are 
the fundraisers, planners and project managers of the Rotary 
Marrow Donor Registry and he has also planned and built several 
charity project homes.   He joined the Moira Kelly’s Children First 
Organisation and project managed the Children First Rotary Farm.   
He continues long-term support for both organisations at 84 years 
of age. 
 
 
 
 

 

Bernie Lames AM & 
Gerry Lamers AM 
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Dr Koshy received his Order of Australia Award in 2016 for service to Dentistry.  He is currently 
working as the head of specialist unit- endodontics, prosthodontics and periodontics at the 
Royal Dental Hospital, Melbourne and Dental Clinical Director for DPV Health. 
 
VALE – John (Jack) Francis Kelly OAM 

 

 
              

       
 
He was the heart and soul of the old Preston Municipal Band, now Darebin City Brass. He was 
an outstanding musician and a true bandsman. His greatest gift and passion, however, was 
teaching young people how to make music.  Jack taught for many decades, taking beginners of 
any age and shared with them his love for brass music. Jack's juniors regularly performed at 
solo events and concerts all around the city of Melbourne.  
 
He was always hard at work and never let illness stop him from getting his students on stage. 
Although he was unwell, Jack was still right alongside his juniors at the VBL solos only a few 
weeks ago. 
 
Barely a night went by without Jack teaching in the band room.  A Life Member of Darebin City 
Brass and member for over 50 years, it is no understatement to say that the organisation 
would not be where it is today without Jack’s drive, determination, devotion and dedication.  
 
Jack was a valued and esteemed member of the North Central Suburbs Regional Group of the 
Order.   He was a true gentleman, legend and those who knew him held him in very high 
regard.    Rest in Peace, Jack, you will be sorely missed by those who loved you. 
 
Spring lunch  

 
Thirteen members/partners attended the Spring lunch at Sycamore Tree Cafe in 
Heidelberg.   It was good to have a few new members, as well as those who attended our last 
lunch.   Welcome to Doreen Akkerman AM, Ivan Backman AM and 2018 Queen's Birthday 
awardee Barbara Hawkins OAM  –  we hope to see you at future lunches. 
 

 

Jack Kelly was a legend of the brass band world and of 
the local area.  His tireless dedication to training 
beginner players over generations saw him fittingly 
awarded the Order of Australia Medal in 2007 for 
services to the Brass Band Movement, as well as the City 
of Darebin Citizen of the Year Award (also in 2007). 
 

It is with great sadness that the passing of Jack Kelly OAM was announced  
on 31st August.    Jack passed away peacefully surrounded by his family and 
closest friends. 
 
Jack was awarded his OAM in the Queen's Birthday awards in 2007 for 
service to the community through the brass band movement and to music 
education 
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The informal lunches are held in Winter, Spring and Autumn, at the Sycamore Tree Café.  The 
cafe trains and employs people with disabilities to enhance their chances of learning skills and 
obtaining a job in the future. 
 
Forthcoming events:  
 
Visit to Austin Hospital's Institute of Breathing and Sleep 

 
NCSRG Member Bill Noonan OAM, Chair of the Institute of Breathing and Sleep has invited 
members and their friends to join him and Medical Director, Professor Christine McDonald, for 
a tour of this newly established wellness facility on Friday 2nd November 2018 commencing at 
10:30am and followed by a light lunch.  Details available shortly. 
 
Afternoon Tea and Reception for 2018 Awardees 
            

   

This event is to be held on Thursday 15th November 2018, at the Heidelberg 
Uniting Church Hall, 185 Burgundy Street Heidelberg, commencing at 2pm. 
The program for this event includes afternoon tea, a formal welcome for 
2018 award recipients and the former Deputy Leader of the Opposition of 
Australia, the Hon Jenny Macklin, MP has been invited to be the guest  
speaker.  The event will conclude at approximately 4pm.   For further  
information or bookings for these events please contact Fred Harrington OAM on 0417 116 
304 or fred.harrington@gravity.net.au.  
 
 

North East Victoria and Goulburn Valley Regional Group  

 
August lunch 

 
This event was very well supported with 94 members and guests attending at the 
Yarrawonga/Mulwala Golf Club resort with Judy Brewer AO as guest speaker.   For over 20 
years, Judy has been an advocate and high profile public speaker and writer on issues relating 
to autism and family carers.  She has been actively involved in an executive capacity in many 
related organisations, most recently as Chair of Amaze Victoria and the Founding Chair of the 
National Co-operative Research Centre for Autism (Autism CRC) from 2013 – 2017.  

 

From left Barbara Hawkins 
OAM, Val Lennie OAM, John 
Lennie, Carol Leeson, Warwick 
Leeson OAM 

mailto:fred.harrington@gravity.net.au
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South Central Suburbs Regional Group  

 
Civic Reception 

 
The three Municipalities that make up the South Central Suburban Regional Group, (Glen Eira, 
Kingston and Bayside) take turns in rotation to host a civic reception in recognition of the 
Australia Day and Queen’s Birthday honours’ recipients, from within these cities for the 
honour year.  2018 was the turn of the City of Bayside to host and his Worship the Mayor, 
Councillor Laurence Evans welcomed the Honour Recipients plus guests to the Cocktail 
Reception.  Councillors from all the Cities were in attendance, as were committee members 
and partners of the Regional Group.    
 

 
 
 

                                                                                                             

Students from St. 
Leonard’s College 
providing musical 
entertainment for guests 

Chairman Ross 
Newton OAM, 
Professor Jeffrey 
Rosenfeld AC OBE, 
Kingston Councillor 
Geoff Gledhill, Lt. 
Col. Garry Spencer 
AM 

In speaking about Autism and how it affects 
many people in our community, Judy 
stressed how it is important for all of us to be 
accepting of people who are labelled 
"different".  There are many ways that 
autistic people can bring great benefits to 
our communities and we all need to be 
aware of how to nurture their talent. Judy's 
presentation was very well received with 
many questions following and we are most 
grateful for the time she gave us. 
 

                                                                                              
 

Judy Brewer AO is thanked 
by Adrian Twitt OAM 

Attendees first met inside where drinks were served 
and those who were lucky enough sat in front of a 
beautiful warming fire. All were then asked to move 
to a separate room where finger food was distributed 
and glasses refilled for those who wished so.    
 
On arrival in the room we were greeted by a very 
talented string quartet of students from St. Leonard’s 
College, which is situated within the City of Bayside. 
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 The Mayors of Bayside and Glen Eira as well as the Deputy Mayor of Kingston, spoke of the 
awardees within their respective City and for those in attendance, each were given an 
engraved crystal statuette.    
 
Our Chairman Mr. Ross Newton OAM also had the opportunity of acknowledging the 
recipients and speaking about the Order of Australia Association.  Thanks was also given to the 
host Mayor and his staff for the organisation on the night.  A warm, friendly meeting that 
contributed in cementing municipal relationships among the constituents and a continuing 
working relationship within the three municipalities. 
 
End Of Year Dinner 

 
Victoria Golf Club is the venue this year for the Group’s end of Year Dinner. It promises to be a 
delightful evening that combines good food, amiable company, a delightfully intriguing 
speaker from within our own ranks, Mr. Ian Armstrong OAM JP, who is recognised as an 
eminent collector and appreciated as a respected valuer, of museum collectables as well as 
other curiosities and collectables.  
 
Ian is the owner of the Armstrong Collection which contains a huge number of treasures and 
thousands of significant artefacts. This is just one aspect of his life which also covers acting, 
penny farthing cycling as well as cattle breeding – something for everyone! As stated he will be 
an intriguing speaker. 
 
For those who have an interest in golf, one of Victoria Golf Clubs favorite sons, the late Mr. 
Peter Thomson AO CBE MBE is depicted with a delightful statue at the front of the clubhouse. 
There is ample car parking and if you have dietary requirements please advise us of this with 
your booking. 
 

............................................................................................................................. ....................................... 

 
I wish to attend the dinner at the Victoria Golf Club, Park Road, Cheltenham, on Wednesday 
28th November 2018, commencing at 6.30pm. 
 
Please find enclosed cheque for ...........persons at $60 each $........................................... 
 
Cheques should be made payable to The Order of Australia Association and mailed to the 
Treasurer, by 14th November 2018. Alternately, pay by Direct Debit to Bendigo Bank BSB 633-
000. Account number 132398835.  No receipts will be issued.  If paying by Direct Debit please 
tick box  to indicate "End Of Year Dinner". 
 
Name and Post Nominals...................................................................................................... 
 
Phone.....................................................Email........................................................................ 
 
Name/s of your Guest/s......................................................................................................... 
 
Special dietary requirements................................................................................................. 
 
Please post to the Hon Treasurer Geoffrey Oscar AM, 8A Hoyt Street, Hampton 3188 Phone 
95219065.  Email genoscar@melbpc.org.au 
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Western Suburbs Regional Group  

 
On 16 August, 29 members of the Western Suburbs Regional Group gathered at Pascoe Vale 
Hotel, Pascoe Vale, for lunch and to hear guest speaker Geoff Mitchelmore.  Geoff was born in 
Yallourn in 1940 and, shortly after his marriage to Olga, moved to the City of Altona.  
 
Geoff became interested in community affairs and was jokingly known as the seventh 
unofficial Councillor, because he was present in the Council Chamber at nearly all Council 
meetings over many years.   
 
Geoff explained that in around 2000, traffic and environmental issues in the then City of 
Hobsons Bay, moved him to take an active health and safety role in the community.  In 
particular, truck/traffic issues in Altona North, led to his demand to the State Government for 
action to alleviate the problem, resulting in the building of the $4.5 million Barnes Road Bridge 
over Kororoit Creek.  During the planning of the bridge project, Geoff saw that the Creek was 
in poor condition and needed work to return it to its pre-settlement condition. In 2001, with 
the aim of developing the Creek as an environmental corridor of green, Friends of Lower 
Kororoit Creek Inc. was born.  The rebirth of Kororoit Creek was the focus of Geoff’s talk, which 
was accompanied by photos of the beautiful green corridor that has been established. 
 

                                              
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

L to R: Chairperson John Ravenhall AM, with 
guest speaker Geoff Mitchelmore, Deputy 
Chair Rhys Maggs AM and Committee Member 
Bob Fairclough OAM 

The Western Suburbs group has welcomed eight new members this year, a number of whom have 
already attended our quarterly lunch meetings, along with some prospective members.  We look 
forward to a good turnout for our final meeting of the year, on 22 November, when Lynn Berry, 
founder of the ‘1,000 Poppies’ initiative will tell us about the work and passion that goes into the 
carpets of red that are on display across Australia on Armistice Day.  All OAA members and guests will 
be welcome.  Please email OAAmelbwest@gmail.com for details. 
 

mailto:OAAmelbwest@gmail.com
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2018   2018    2018        2018
  

 

November 
 
Wednesday 21st: Annual Luncheon 
Annual Luncheon to be held at William Angliss Institute of TAFE, 550 Little Lonsdale Street, 
Melbourne. Guest speaker Steve Moneghetti AM. Further details will be sent to members 
closer to the event. 

 
 

2019   2019    2019     2019
  

 

January 
 

Australia Day Celebrations 
Saturday26th: Australia Day March 
Participation in the Australia Day march commencing at 11:00 am in Swanston St and marching 
to the gardens opposite the Arts Centre. Information and Booking information will be available 
closer to the event. 
 
Saturday26th: Flag Lowering event at Shrine 
Details still to be confirmed 
 

February 
 

Tuesday 19th: Annual General Meeting 
The AGM is scheduled to be held at the RACV Club including a light lunch.  
 

March 
 

Friday 1st: Jersey Boys 
A night of entertainment at the Regent Theatre Melbourne to see Jersey Boys - The story of 
Frankie Vali and the Four Seasons. 

 

COMING EVENTS – Victoria Branch 
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2018   2018    2018        2018
  

 
 

October 
 
Wednesday 10th: Central Highlands 
School Citizenship Awards at Horsham, Horsham Shire Offices 

For further information contact Jean Wise OAM at honeywise@bigpond.com 
 
Friday 12th: Loddon-Campaspe  
Visit to the Equus exhibition at the Kyneton museum, 67 Piper Street, Kyneton at 11.30 a.m. 
Enquiries to Deb Fleming OAM on 0409542619.  
 

Tuesday 16th: Eastern Suburbs  
Melbourne Tramboat Ferry trip from Docklands at 10.00am (for a 10.15am start) up the 
Maribyrnong River with lunch at the Anglers Tavern and return.  Return on ferry to arrive at 
Docklands at around 2.00 – 2.30pm.  Catch No. 70 tram from Wattle Park or Flinders St Station 
to Docklands.  Cost is $54.00 per person, which includes morning tea, lunch and the 
cruise.  Dot Browne OAM (9874 2501) or Margaret Hammon OAM (9955 4532) for further 
enquiries. 
 

Wednesday 17th: Gippsland 
The 6th Annual Sir Frank Macfarlane Burnet Address to be held at the Premiere Function Centre, 29 
Grey Street Traralgon commencing at 7-00pm. This year’s address is to be delivered by Associate 
Professor Seth Masters, BSC (Hons) Melbourne, PhD. Laboratory Head, Inflammation Division, Walter 
and Eliza Hall Institute who is to speak about how inherited inflammatory diseases can help in 
understanding and treating disorders of the immune system. For details go to: 
www.orderofaustraliagippsland.org follow the prompts and request a booking slip 
 

Sunday 21st: Central Highlands 
Spring Luncheon. Magdala Motor Lodge,  Stawell. For further information contact Jean Wise 
OAM at honeywise@bigpond.com 

 
Thursday 25th: South Central Suburbs   

 

COMING EVENTS – Regional Groups 
2018 

 

http://www.orderofaustraliagippsland.org/
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AGM at Milano’s Brighton Beach starting at 11.00 AM for 11.30 AM with Professor Denise 
Grocke AO to talk on Musical Therapy followed by luncheon. For further information or 
bookings contact Secretary Graeme L Woolacott OAM via email woolyg@bigpond.com 
 
 
Friday 26th: Barwon 
Barwon Regional Group Annual luncheon and 2018 Archibald Prize Exhibition 
Following the success of our 2017 Annual Luncheon at the Davidson Restaurant (Gordon TAFE) 
and the Archibald Exhibition at the Geelong Gallery, the OAA Barwon Regional Group is 
pleased to offer the package again in 2018. Places are limited to 80 members and guests. Cost 
$45 includes 3 course lunch with drinks at bar price and Archibald Prize Exhibition. Both 
venues are a 5 minute walk from the Geelong Station. For further information contact Helene 
Bender OAM at helenebender@westnet.com.au 

 
November 
 
Friday 2nd

: North Central Suburbs 

The CEO of Austin Health will welcome us to this facility. Medical Director Professor Christine 
McDonald will then take us on a tour of the facility. Light refreshments will be provided 
following the tour. For further information contact Fred Harrington OAM on 0417 116 304 or 
fred.harrington@gravity.net.au 
 
Friday 11th: Mornington Peninsula 
Remembrance Day Service 10am Memorial Garden Canadian Bay Rd Mt Eliza. 

 
Tuesday 13th: Eastern Suburbs 
Annual General Meeting , Guest speaker   and morning tea at Wheelers Hill Library, cnr. Jells & 
Ferntree Gully Roads, Wheelers Hill, 10.00am – 12.30pm. Guest speaker is David Karoly, senior 
climate scientist leading the National Environmental Science Program.  Contact Barbara 
Thompson OAM ( 9802 3980) for further enquiries.  
 

Thursday 15th: North Central Suburbs 
Annual reception for 2018 awardees, members and guests at the Heidelberg Uniting Church, 
Burgundy St Heidelberg (Note change of venue). Further details will be provided closer to the 
event. For further information contact Fred Harrington OAM on 0417 116 304 or 
fred.harrington@gravity.net.au 
 

Friday 16th: Mornington Peninsula 
Annual Schools Award Presentation at Beleura House and Garden Mornington including an 
opportunity to Tour Historic Mansion and Gardens, a Piano Recital followed by a sumptuous 
Afternoon Tea. Arrival at Mornington Golf Club 1pm for Bus Transfer to Beleura House 
finishing around 4pm. Cost per person is $40. Invitations will be emailed to MPRG members 
other inquiries can be directed to dperry@planet.net.au.  
 
Sunday 18th: North East Vic & Goulburn Valley 
Lunch commencing at 12.30pm  at the George Kerferd Hotel, Beechworth  . Guest Speaker will 
be John Brown AO  who will talk about his family involvement in the wine industry. 
 
Thursday 22nd: Western Suburbs 

mailto:woolyg@bigpond.com
mailto:helenebender@westnet.com.au
mailto:dperry@planet.net.au


 24 

Guest speaker will be Lynn Berry, Founder and Creative Director of the 5,000 Poppies 
initiative.  Further details will be provided later. 
 
 
Sunday  25th: Mallee  
End of year gathering to be held in the Balcony Room at the Mildura Golf Resort  commencing 
at 12 noon. There will be an assortment of finger food, both hot and cold and the cost 
including room hire will be $20 per head. There will be tea and coffee and drinks at bar prices.  
 

Sunday  25th: Gippsland 
Annual General Meeting  at Rotary Centenary House Traralgon at 2-00pm. Guest speaker is 
Neil Soullier, OAM who is the CEO of the Police Blue Ribbon Foundation. Meeting is to be 
followed by high tea. For further information contact Helen Holley (holleyhill@bigpond.com) 
 
Wednesday 28th: South Central Suburbs 
End of Year Dinner: This very popular event will be held at Victoria Golf Club in Cheltenham 
where we shall have as our speaker Mr. Ian Armstrong OAM JP who is acknowledged as an 
imminent collector of artifacts and is a highly respected valuer of museum collections. A past 
Victorian of the Year he shall be very entertaining.  A 6.30 PM for a 7.00 PM start. For further 
details and or booking, contact Secretary Graeme L Woolacott OAM via email 
woolyg@bigpond.com  
 

 
 

2019   2019   2019  2019
  

 

February 
 
Saturday 10th: Central Highlands 
Annual General Meeting. Further information will be provided closer to the event. 
 
Tuesday 19th: Regional Groups meeting 
The meeting is to be held between 1:00pm and 3:00pm at the RACV Club, 501 Bourke St 

Melbourne following the Victoria Branch AGM and lunch at the RACV Club. 

 
Sunday 24th: North East Vic & Goulburn Valley 
Lunch commencing at 12.30pm at the Quality Hotel Wangaratta Gateway. AGM and Guest 
Speaker Dale Potter OAM 

 

COMING EVENTS – Regional Groups 

2019 

mailto:woolyg@bigpond.com
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Sunday 24th: Barwon 
Barwon AGM, guest speaker and afternoon tea at RACV Torquay. Further details will be 
available early December. 
 

March 
 
Wednesday 6th: North Central Suburbs  
Annual General Meeting and Autumn lunch to be held at The Sycamore Tree Cafe in 
Heidelberg. For further details contact Fred Harrington OAM at fred.harrington@gravity.net.au 
 

May  
 
Sunday 19th: North East Vic & Goulburn Valley 
Lunch commencing at 12.30pm at Fowles Winery, Avenel. Guest Speaker, Professor Tilman 
Ruff AM 
 

October 
 
Sunday 20th: North East Vic & Goulburn Valley 

Lunch at Rutherglen-venue and guest speaker to be decided. 

 

 
 

2018 Dates for E-newsletter and The Order 
 
The relevant dates for E-Newsletter and The Order contributions are summarized below.  Please 
submit your timely articles with a photo to:  the Editor, Dr. John Basarin OAM, 
editorvic@theorderofaustralia..asn.au 
 
Victorian E-Newsletter – 2018 

    

      Invitation to 
   Regional Groups  
  to submit articles 

     Cut-off date for 
submission of 
articles 
     for E-Newsletter 

         Finished  
      E-Newsletter 
      to Tony Smith 

   Distribution    
         Date 

     1st November        14th November       21st November 30th November 
 
 

The Order – 2018 

 

   

      Invitation to 
  Regional Groups 
 to submit articles 

     Cut-off date for 
submission of 
articles 
     for E-Newsletter 

            Finished  
        E-Newsletter 
        to Tony Smith 

    Distribution  
         Date 

     15th September        1st October       8th October  November 
 
 

mailto:editorvic@theorderofaustralia..asn.au
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Victoria Branch Office Holders & Committee 
Members – 2018 
 
Patron 
The Governor of Victoria 
Her Excellency The Hon. Linda Dessau AC 
 
Chair 
Diane James AM 
chairvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au 
 
Deputy Chair [Metropolitan] 
Dr John Basarin OAM 
Deputy Chair [Country] 
Duncan Stalker OAM 
 
Secretary 
Fred Harrington OAM 
secvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au 
Honorary Treasurer 
Wayne Myers OAM 
 
Regional Groups Co-ordinator 
Fred Harrington OAM 
 
Editor 
Dr John Basarin OAM 
editor@theorderofaustralia.asn.au 
Events Co-ordinator 
Christine Unsworth AM 
 
Committee 
Helene Bender OAM 
Neil Soullier OAM 
Peter Jones AM 
William Lye OAM  
 
Immediate Past Chair 
Paul Wheelton AM KSJ 
 
Co-opted Members 
Membership Secretary 
Tony Smith OAM 
National Merchandise Officer 
Richard Rozen OAM 
 
Branch website 
www.theorderofaustralia.asn.au/VIC 

Chairs of Regional Groups – 2018 
 
 

Barwon:  
Peter Doak OAM 
 
Central Highlands: 
Jean Wise OAM 
 
Eastern Suburbs: 
Barbara Thompson OAM 
 
Gippsland: 
Doug Caulfield OAM, RFD 
 
Loddon-Campaspe: 
John Higgs OAM 
 
Mallee: 
Vernon Knight AM 
 
Melbourne Central: 
Trevor Clark OAM 
 
Mornington Peninsula: 
Brian Stahl OAM JP 
 
NE & Goulburn Valley: 
Barbara Thomas OAM 
 
North Central Suburbs: 
Fred Harrington OAM 
 
South Central Suburbs: 
Ross Newton OAM 
 
SW Victoria: 
Dr Peter Habersberger AM RFD 
 
Western Suburbs: 
John Ravenhall AM 

 

mailto:chairvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au
mailto:secvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au
mailto:chairvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au

