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MELBOURNE CENTRAL REGIONAL GROUP MEETS 
BRITISH CONSUL GENERAL
At our most recent members’ networking 
evening event on 19 June, Melbourne 
Central Regional Group was honoured to 
have as Guest Speaker Mr Chris Holtby 
OBE, the British Consul-General [pictured 
with Trevor Clark OAM on the left and 
Pam Robinson OAM].  Mr Holtby hosted 
our networking event in his Collins Street 
Melbourne office. 

We learned about the high security that is 
put in place for such offices.  Once in the 
boardroom, we had the chance to enjoy the 
wonderful views from the windows, which 
for many meant seeing our capital city with 
its sparkling nightlights from a new angle 
and with extended views across the city. 

The Consul-General told us about the 
work he does in developing growing busi-

ness relations between Victoria, South 
Australia and Tasmania and the UK.

He also explained how the Melbourne 
Office has expanded over the last year 
to accommodate increasing business 
between the UK and Australia. 

Generous with his hospitality and time, 
the Consul-General acknowledged those 
present as citizens who had done inter-
esting and important work, having been 
honoured by the Order of Australia.   All 
present had the opportunity to speak with 
Mr Holtby as he moved among his guests. 

There was a buzz around the room and a sense 
of ‘joie de vivre’ among members as they met 
known friends and new acquaintances. 

It was a very good night and enjoyed by all.

VICTORIA

CHAIRMAN’S 
REPORT
The Queen’s Birthday Honours List 
this year saw a quick uptake of new 
memberships for our Branch. We 
are grateful to Barry Nunn AO, our 
National Chairman, for the timely 
mail out of congratulatory letters. I 
was pleased to welcome many of 

these new members at our New Awardees Reception on 25 
July, which was generously provided by Alex Vass OAM. 

Victoria Branch has now completed its project to maximise 
our electronic communications by increasing our email data-
base. The response has been very pleasing with a 62% turn-
around of those members who had not previously supplied 
an email address. That means, Victoria Branch can proudly 
state that around 91.6% of our members can now receive our 
communications electronically. 

With the assistance of actor and presenter, Ken James, 
members received a telephone call or letter and 
were asked to provide either their own email address, or the 
address of a friend or family member who would receive 
emails on their behalf. The messages of support and encour-
agement were pleasing to receive, but we also understood 
that not everyone wanted to use digital communications and 
I believe our Branch, and most certainly Ken, have responded 
to these people with understanding.

Thank you all for your positive responses in helping us 
become more financially sustainable and ensuring you 
receive communications in a timely and efficient manner. Our 
thanks also to Ken James for his warm and sensitive manner 
in engaging with our members. We are pleased to hear he is 
now undertaking this role for other Branches.

We’ve had a number of changes to our Board structure and 
composition. The appointment of our Branch-Nominated 
Director, Helene Bender OAM, to the role of National 
Membership Director provided a vacancy and I am most 
grateful to Cathy Roth OAM for agreeing to take on this role 
for our Branch. Cathy brings a strong strategic leadership 
background to our Association, and was recently recognised 
internationally with a distinguished service award for her 
outstanding contribution to the Rotary Leadership Institute. 

A big win for us has been the appointment of Peter Jones AM, 
who runs one of our country’s leading event management 
companies, and who will bring myriad skills and expertise to 
our Branch. Many of you will know of Peter’s mother, the late 
Diana Jones AM, a highly regarded former National Chairman 
of our Association.

Diane James AM 
ChairmanDiane James AM and Ken James
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VICTORIAN CONNECTION TO A UNIQUE 
EXHIBITION IN THE NGA, CANBERRA
Watercolours by HRH The Prince of Wales; 10 August – 18 November 2018 

An experienced watercolourist and passionate patron of the arts, the Prince of Wales [Prince Charles] has been 
painting for most of his adult life. To celebrate his 70th birthday, the National Gallery of Australia will host an 
exhibition of 30 of his works. Further details of the exhibition can be found at the National Gallery of Australia 
website: [https://nga.gov.au/princeofwales/default.cfm] 

The idea for the exhibition was born when a Mornington Peninsula resident 
and member of the Association, Andrew Mackenzie OAM [pictured] wrote to 
The Prince of Wales in April 2011 and offered to organise an exhibition of his 
watercolour works in Australia. After a series of exchanges, Andrew received 
a positive response which spurred him to take the proposal to Allan Myers AC 

QC, Chair of the National Gallery of Australia. 

After seven years of effort, Andrew was delighted when it was announced that the exhibition will be 
opened on 10 August. Already this exhibition has generated a lot of interest, since this will be the first time 
in Australia that the public will have the opportunity to view the original watercolours of HRH The Prince 
of Wales, whose works follow in the footsteps of his Great Great Great Grandmother, Queen Victoria. 

VISIT TO THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART EXHIBITION
at the National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne Winter Masterpieces 2018
In June this year, 133 members and 
friends were given the opportunity to see 
an exhibition from New York’s Museum 
of Modern Art (MoMA) at The National 
Gallery of Victoria (NGV). 

In an introductory lecture, Dr Miranda 
Wallace, Senior Curator of International Exhi-
bitions Project NGV spoke of the establish-
ment of MoMA, introducing and recognising 
‘modern art’. She described how each piece 
in the collection reflects the developing and 
changing world. Modern/contemporary art 
challenged the traditional definition of art. 
Dr Wallace provided a superb insight into 
the background and provenance of the 235 
works on display, including those by such 
famous artists as Cezanne, Van Gogh, Dali, 

Seurat, Gauguin and Picasso, each repre-
sented in the exhibition. 

The exhibition includes elements of mixed 
media, design and textiles, and is displayed 
thematically in eight sections: Acadia and 
Metropolis, Machinery of the Modern 
World, A New Unity, Inner and Outer 
Worlds, Art as Action, Things as They Are, 
Immense Encyclopedia and Flight Patterns. 

After the talk and viewing, 94 members 
and friends enjoyed a delicious lunch and 
companionship at the NGV’s Café Vic.

Sincere thanks to Mr Brian Martin OAM 
who organised this very special event and 
gave our members the opportunity to see 
this wonderful exhibition. 

DID YOU KNOW?
William Lye OAM  
Barrister at Law

Did you know that the awards conferred 
by the Australian Government (eg Order 
of Australia Medal) may be included in an 
Australian passport as an endorsement on 
the Observations page? 

Section 55 of the Australian Passports Act 
2005 provides:

“The Minister may endorse, or make 
observations on, Australian travel docu-
ments in the circumstances specified in a 
Minister›s determination.”

The Minister delegates this authority to 
the relevant officers in the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT).

The use of an endorsement is the only way 
additional information can be added to an 
Australian passport either at the time of 
issue or subsequently.  

A person who wishes to amend any partic-
ular in a current and valid Australian pass-
port will have to make an application for 
the issue of a new passport and the normal 
procedures must be completed, including 
payment of the full application fee.  

An applicant who is a member of the Order 
of Australia will then need to provide:

• A completed Form B-11 which can be 
found at https://www.passports.gov.au/files/
b11-general-declaration-passport-applicant

The full description of the award or 
decoration must be noted in part 2 of 
Form B-11. For example, ‘Bearer holds 

the award of the Order of Australia 
Medal’, not OAM.  

• The text used for endorsements, which 
must follow the standards set out by 
DFAT, and proof of the grant of the award. 
The original copy must be made available 
for inspection during the passport inter-
view process, and a colour copy is to be 
provided with the completed Form B-11.

An application or renewal for an Australian 
passport is usually made through Australia 
Post or the Australian Passport Office. 
Members of the Order of Australia Associa-
tion intending to have their titles, decora-
tions or awards endorsed are advised to be 
prepared with all the required documenta-
tion.  If an Australia Post staff member is 
uncertain as to such an application, members 
should ask the staff member to telephone the 
Australian Passport Office ‘hotline’.
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SOUTH CENTRAL REGIONAL GROUP:  
MID-YEAR LUNCHEON
Guest speaker Mr. Peter Hitchener OAM 
gave an excellent presentation which 
enthralled 78 members and guests at the 
West Brighton Club on Wednesday 4th 
July. It was a clear, blustery dry winter day 
in Melbourne but the atmosphere within 
the Club rooms was warm and welcoming. 
During his welcome address Chairman 
Ross Newton OAM drew attention to Mr. 
Ralph Butcher OAM who was recognized 
in the recent Queen’s Birthday Honours as 
having turned 100 years of age last month.

Peter was born in Texas, outback 
Queensland. He first worked for the ABC 
in Queensland and then for a time in 
Sydney before coming to Melbourne and 
Channel 9. In 1998 Peter was appointed 
as Chief Newsreader at Channel 9 and this 
year marks 20 years in that role.

Peter took us for a walk down memory 
lane with anecdotes about when television 
started in Australia and the viewing habits 
and programs from the early days. This 
resonated with most in the room. He then 
reminisced about the 1970s’ safari suits and 
fondues.

Changes in news reporting and the advent 
of “instant news” coverage with smart 
telephones meant the halcyon days of TV 
advertising that raised enormous revenue 
for the various channels is long gone. Peter 
likened the News to a service-type industry 
that caters to the general public. He spoke 
of Bulletins of Hope which resonated with 
many, where reports are given on health 
issues that have a positive outlook and 
give the prospect of a breakthrough, which 
pleases and comforts many.

Peter was kind to take questions and 
gave answers to all in his considerate, 
gentle and warm manner. After a vote of 
thanks, he was presented with an Order of 
Australia Association tie which we believe 
he will wear with pride.

Guest Speaker Mr. Peter Hitchener OAM, Ms. Rayleen Haig 
OAM, Group Vice Chairman and Mr. Ross Newton OAM, 
Chairman.

 Photo credit: Royal Society, 2014

TWO OAA MEMBER WARRIORS AGAINST 
THE KILLER DISEASES

PETER COLMAN AC 
Professor Peter Colman AC, who works with Walter and Eliza Institute, was made a 
Companion of the Order, “for eminent service to medical research, particularly in the fields 
of structural biology and medicinal chemistry, as a leader in the commercial translation of 
scientific discoveries, to professional organisations, and as a mentor of young scientists.”

Peter is a structural biologist who discovered the 3-d structure of an enzyme that spreads 
the influenza virus. This led to the development of a series of anti-influenza drugs beginning 
with Relenza which checks the spread of viruses. Drug stockpiling for pandemic prepared-
ness also owes its genesis to Peter. Recently he has been working on understanding the 
structure of proteins that control cell survival and death. This fundamental research led to 
the development of drugs to fight certain forms of cancer, such as leukaemia. 

PAUL ZIMMET AO
Paul Zimmet AO is Professor of Diabetes at Monash University, and Honorary Pres-
ident of the International Diabetes Federation. His AO citation reads “For service to 
medical research of national and international significance, particularly in the field 
of diabetes as a leader of investigations into social, nutritional and lifestyle diseases 
and to biotechnology development in Australia.”

Paul, 2018 Victorian Senior Australian of the Year, is an international leader in diabetes 
research. He warns that diabetes is one of the world’s and Australia’s greatest health threats. 
His 1980s research predicted the current global epidemic. In 1984 he founded Melbourne’s 
International Diabetes Institute, an Australian first with a diabetes focus. The legacy of 
his research can be found in numerous programs promoting healthier lifestyle to prevent 
diabetes and improving treatment for people with diabetes, nationally and globally.

VICTORIAN REGIONAL GROUP CONVENERS
Barwon: Peter Doak OAM

Central Highlands: Jean Wise OAM

Eastern Suburbs: Barbara Thompson OAM

Gippsland: Doug Caulfield OAM, RFD

Loddon Campaspe: John Higgs OAM

Mallee: Vernon Knight AM

Melbourne Central: Trevor Clarke OAM

Mornington Peninsula: Brian Stahl OAM JP

North East & Goulburn Valley: Barbara Thomas OAM

North Central Suburbs: Fred Harrington OAM

South Central Suburbs: Ross Newton OAM

South West Victoria: Dr Peter Habersberger AM RFD 

Western Suburbs: John Ravenhall AM


