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ORDER OF AUSTRALIA 

        VICTORIA BRANCH 
“fostering love of and pride in Australian citizenship” 

Chair's message 

Welcome to our first edition of the              

E-newsletter for 2018. The year is already in 
full swing and one of the highlights of our 

events program was the 2018 Inspiring 
Australians Oration held in February at 

Deakin Edge Federation Square. Our 
audience was delighted to hear our orator, 
Dr Susan Alberti AC, deliver a powerful 

address which was poignant, at times 
emotional, and of course, movingly 

inspirational. Thank you to our supporters, 
Paul Wheelton AM KSJ and the Aleks 

Theatre, and to our Events Chairman, 
Christine Unsworth AM and Victoria Branch 

members who lent a hand on the day. 

 

 
In January, we hosted a visit from the OAA National Chairman, Barry Nunn 

AO.  A broad-ranging discussion took place, covering topics such as member 
benefits, and how best to articulate these to potential members of the 

Association.  We discussed Victoria’s participation in the OAA Foundation 
scholarship program, with a number of scholarships funded.  It is our 

intention that recipients of the scholarships we fund attend as many of our 
events as possible to demonstrate to members the tangible reasons for 
supporting the Foundation.  Regional groups are being encouraged to 

contribute towards the Victoria Branch scholarship fund.  
 

We were delighted to share our efforts to increase diversity in the Honours 
nominations, including our recent discussions around a project to achieve 

this, working with our Patron, the Hon Linda Dessau AC, the Governor of 
Victoria.  There has been a huge effort in this space recently with the 
campaign currently being led by the Honour a Woman initiative.   We are also 

pleased to see the increased attention this has been getting in the media.  
 

Can I take this opportunity to express my gratitude to the hard working 
members of the Association, not just within the Victoria Branch, but across all 

of our regional groups.  The very nature of Honours recipients is that they give 
‘above and beyond’ and we are so fortunate to have many contributors 
continuing this approach with service to their Association.  

My best wishes to all for a happy and prosperous year ahead. 
 

Diane James AM 
Chairman, Victoria Branch  
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Editor's message  
 

Welcome to the Autumn edition and the first E-
newsletter for 2018. News from the Victoria Branch 

and Regional Groups, forthcoming events around the 
State and other relevant information make up this 

edition. The timetable for contributions in 2018 for 
the E-newsletter and The Order are also included in 
the following pages for future reference.  

Victoria has fared well in the Australia Day 
announcement with nearly 200 new recipients of 

Order of Australia recognitions. The Basarin 
household was very excited and proud to learn that 

Mrs Hatice Basarin OAM received a medal. 

 

 

 

 
It is pleasing to note that in this issue there are contributions from almost all 

Regional Groups also providing details of their scheduled events for 2018. 
There are many varied and interesting events and I would encourage you to 

attend the ones you can.   

The National News contribution from Victorian Representative Helene Bender 

OAM includes the announcement of an interesting initiative of Financial 
Literacy Seminars for 65+ year old women members. There is also an 
important message from the National Chairman Barry Nunn AO regarding the 

AGM in Adelaide. 

The Victoria Branch Committee has been strongly supportive of gender 

equality, diversity and nomination of women. Upon request from the “Honour a 
Woman” campaign, the Victorian Government appointed Ms Stacey Williams to 

work towards increasing the number of women nominated.  In the last page of 
this newsletter, you will find her contribution highlighting the action proposed 

to that end.   

As usual the support from Fred & Irene Harrington OAMs and Helene Bender 
OAM for the production of this autumn edition of the E-newsletter was 

invaluable and I am thankful for that.  

It is now 2018, a new year full of promises, including the Centenary of end of 

World War I. The National Board has agreed to a ‘Battlefields Tour’ to 
commemorate the Centenary of Anzac at Gallipoli and in the Western Front. In 

mid January, an email to 5000 members was sent informing the tour to 
Gallipoli and Western Front. It was amazing to see that the tour booked out 
within weeks. As the leader for the Gallipoli section of the tour, I am looking 

forward to visiting the battlefield in September. The Western Front tour leader 
Garry Snowden OAM is equally excited about this project.  

Further details of this new initiative and service by the Association can be 
found at http://www.btac.net.au/special-interest-tours.  

Dr John Basarin OAM  

http://www.btac.net.au/special-interest-tours
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Victoria Branch Office 
Holders& Committee Members- 

2018 
 
Patron 

The Governor of Victoria 
Her Excellency The Hon. Linda 

Dessau AC 
 
Chair 

Diane James AM 
chairvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au 

 
Deputy Chair [Metropolitan] 

Dr John Basarin OAM 
Deputy Chair [Country] 
Duncan Stalker OAM 

 
Secretary 

Fred Harrington OAM 
secvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au 

Honorary Treasurer 
Wayne Myers OAM 

 
Regional Groups Co-ordinator 
Fred Harrington OAM 

 
Editor 

Dr John Basarin OAM 
editor@theorderofaustralia.asn.au 

Events Co-ordinator 
Christine Unsworth AM 
Committee 

Cathy Roth OAM 
Helene Bender OAM 

Neil Soullier OAM 
Dr Michael Kennedy OAM 

William Lye OAM  
 
Immediate Past Chair 

Paul Wheelton AM KSJ 
 

Co-opted Members 
Membership Secretary 

Tony Smith OAM 
National Merchandise Officer 
Richard Rozen OAM 

Branch website 
www.theorderofaustralia.asn.au/VIC 

Chairs of Regional Groups - 
2018 

 
Barwon:  
Peter Doak OAM 

 
Central Highlands: 

Jean Wise OAM 
 

Eastern Suburbs: 
Barbara Thompson OAM 
 

Gippsland: 
Doug Caulfield OAM, RFD 

 
Loddon-Campaspe: 

John Higgs OAM 
 
Mallee: 

Vernon Knight AM 
 

Melbourne Central: 
Trevor Clark OAM 

 
Mornington Peninsula: 
Brian Stahl OAM JP 

 
NE & Goulburn Valley: 

Barbara Thomas OAM 
 

North Central Suburbs: 
Fred Harrington OAM 

 
South Central Suburbs: 
Ross Newton OAM 

 
SW Victoria: 

Dr Peter Habersberger AM RFD 
 

Western Suburbs: 
John Ravenhall AM 

mailto:chairvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au
mailto:secvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au
mailto:chairvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au
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Upcoming Events  
Victoria Branch 

2018 
 

June 
 

Museum of Modern Art (MoMA) at the National Gallery of Victoria 

Melbourne Winter Masterpieces 2018 
OAA Victoria Branch Event – Thursday 14 June 2018 at 11.00am 

 

OAA members and friends are invited to attend the annual visit to NGV to view 
the 2018 Melbourne Winter Masterpieces exhibition featuring works from The 
Museum of Modern Art, New York. MoMA at NGV will provide a unique survey 

of the Museum’s iconic collection. Consisting of approximately 200 key works, 
arranged chronologically into eight thematic sections, the exhibition will trace 

the development of art and design from late-nineteenth-century urban and 
industrial transformation, through to the digital and global present. 

The exhibition will include works by Paul Cézanne, Salvador Dali, Marcel 
Duchamp, Henri Matisse, Piet Mondrian, Pablo Picasso, Jackson Pollock, 
Mark Rothko and Vincent van Gogh. 

 

 
Paul Cézanne 

French 1839–1906 

Still life with apples 1895–98 

oil on canvas, 68.6 x 92.7 cm 

Lillie P. Bliss Collection, 1934 
Digital Image © The Museum of Modern Art, New York, 2017 
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As with previous visits the event will commence with a lecture about MoMA at 
11.00am, then on to a viewing of the exhibition and followed by lunch in the 
Café Vic. 

 
Lunch Menu: 

Main - Roast of the Day 
Alternative vegetarian Main 

Dessert - Opera Cake 
Glass of Wine 
Tea or Coffee 

 
Bookings 

All Bookings are to be made through the Try Booking website at: 
http://www.trybooking.com/356339 

Although it states that people should only book one ticket type per person if a 
Prices:  
A. Lecture and exhibition only: $35.00 

B. Lecture, exhibition and lunch: $75.00 
C. Lunch only: $40.00 

*There will be a small administration fee of 60 cents per transaction. 
 

Please book by no later than Thursday 24 May 2018  
 
Brian Martin OAM 

OAA MWM Visit Coordinator & NGV Voluntary Guide 
0407 894 216 

brian_martin@netspace.net.au 

 
December 
 

Thursday 20 December – Jointly with Friends of Gallipoli Inc 

Peace @ Gallipoli: Commemoration ceremony of coming of peace to Gallipoli 

on 20 December 1915, between the ANZACs and the Turks- 12 noon at the 
Shrine of Remembrance. For further information contact Dr John Basarin 
OAM, jbasarin.oaavic@gmail.com  

  

http://www.trybooking.com/356339
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2018 Upcoming Events   
Regional Groups 

April  
 

Date to be advised Loddon Campaspe 

Tour of the Thales factory in Bendigo 

 

Sunday 15th: North East & Goulburn Valley 

The 25th anniversary of the formation of the Regional Group will be celebrated 

at a lunch to be held at The Sherbourne Hotel Shepparton commencing at 
12.30pm. Guest Speaker is Dr John Miller AO, businessman who will speak 

about his experience in doing business in Japan, China and India. An 
Ecumenical Service will be held at St Augustine's Anglican Church, prior to 

our lunch. 

 

Wednesday 18th: South Central Suburbs  

Tour of the world famous synchrotron at Monash University followed by lunch 

Details in this e-newsletter.  

 

Sunday 22nd: Gippsland 

Luncheon at Brandy Creek Winery, 570 Buln Buln Road Drouin East with 

guest speaker Wayne Bass OAM talking about ‘Youth’. 

 

May 
 

Tuesday 8th: Melbourne Central 

The next Luncheon will be at the Kooyong Tennis Club. Guest speaker is Prof. 

Colin Masters an internationally renowned and credited researcher in the field 
of dementia, with particular involvement with Alzheimer’s disease. He will 

speak to the facts about this disease and where research is at concerning its 
diagnosis and the development of therapies. 

 

Wednesday 9th: Eastern Suburbs  

Luncheon at Bucatini Bar & Restaurant, Whitehorse Road, Mitcham at 

12 noon.  Choice of mains and desserts and brewed coffee/tea to follow. Guest 

speaker to be announced Cost: $40.00 per head. Dot Browne OAM (9874 
2501) for entries. 

 

Thursday17th:  Western Suburbs 

Social lunch with an inspiring guest speaker: Venue to be confirmed.  Details 
from RG Secretary Dr June Kane AM, at junekane@bigpond.net.au 

 

Sunday 20th: Barwon 

Annual film afternoon viewing of Mrs Palfrey at the Claremont followed with 

cheese and fruit platters and wine/soft drinks. Invitation will be emailed mid-
April - contact Helene Bender OAM at helenebender@westnet.com.au. 

 

mailto:junekane@bigpond.net.au
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June 
 
Wednesday 20th: Eastern Suburbs 

Lunch at the Mitcham Hotel from 11.30am following by a musical performance 

of “Frankly Sinatra – A Tribute to Ol’ Blue Eyes” at the Whitehorse Centre 

Nunawading at 2.00pm  Lunch at own cost; tickets for musical performance 
are $18.00 per person. Glenys Grant OAM (9877 5680) for entries. 

 
 

Sunday 24th: Loddon Campaspe 

A concert by Teddy Tahu Rhodes and the Male Welsh Choir at the Ulumbarra 

Theatre in Bendigo. 

 

July 
  

Wednesday 4th: South Central Suburbs 

Mid-year Luncheon This event will be held at the prestigious West Brighton 

Club and our guest speaker will be Channel 9 newsreader Peter Hitchener 
OAM. Details are announced later in this E-newsletter. 

 

Tuesday 17th: Regional Groups meeting. 

The meeting is to be held between 1:00pm and 3:00pm at the RACV Club, 501 

Bourke St Melbourne following a lunch commencing at 12 Noon at the RACV. 

 

August 

 

Wednesday 8th: Eastern Suburbs 

Function for 2018 Order of Australia awardees at the home of our President, 
Barbara Thompson OAM in Glen Waverley.  Dot Browne OAM (9874 2501) 

for response to invitations.  

 

Sunday 12th: Gippsland 

Luncheon at Criterion Hotel Function Room, 90 MacAlister Street, Sale with 

guest speaker Peter Synan OAM to talk about the history of Australian Author, 

Mary Grant Bruce. 

 

Thursday 23rd: Barwon 

Barwon Regional Group Primary School Citizenship Award presentations and 

morning tea being held at Geelong RSL from 10:30am to 12 noon, for bookings 

or further information contact Helene Bender OAM at 
helenebender@westnet.com.au. 
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Friday 24th: Mornington Peninsula 

Annual Luncheon and Roy Ward Prize Presentation at Safety Beach Sailing 

Club Marine Parade Safety Beach—further information and Invitations will be 
circulated closer to the event. 

October 

 

Tuesday 16th: Eastern Suburbs  

Ferry trip from Docklands at 9.30am to Portarlington (arrive 11.00am) and 

return. Lunch at Portarlington. Return on ferry at 3.30pm to arrive at 
Docklands at 5.00pm.  Colin Browne OAM (9874 2501) or Margaret 

Hammon OAM (9955 4532) for further enquiries. 

 

Wednesday 17th: Gippsland 

The 6th Annual Sir Frank Macfarlane Burnet Address to be held at the 

Premiere Function Centre, 29 Grey Street Traralgon commencing at 7-00pm. 
This year’s address is to be delivered by Associate Professor Dr. Seth Masters, 

Laboratory Head, Inflammation Division, Walter and Eliza Hall Institute who 
will speak about how inherited inflammatory diseases can help in 

understanding and treating disorders of the immune system. 

 

Friday 26th: Barwon 

Barwon Regional Group Annual luncheon and Archibald Prize Exhibition. 

Following the success of our 2017 Annual Luncheon at the Davidson 
Restaurant and the Archibald Exhibition at the Geelong Gallery, OAA Barwon 

RG is pleased to offer the package again in 2018. Places are limited to 80 
members and guests. Further details will be available later. 

 

November 

 

Tuesday 13th: Eastern Suburbs 

Annual General Meeting, Guest speaker   and morning tea at Wheelers Hill 

Library, cnr Jells & Ferntree Gully Roads, Wheelers Hill, 10.00am – 12.30pm. 
Guest speaker is Professor David Karoly, senior climate scientist leading the 
National Environmental Science Program. Contact Barbara Thompson OAM 

(9802 3980) for further enquiries.  

 

Friday 16th: Mornington Peninsula 

Annual Schools Award Presentation at Beleura House and Garden Mornington 

– Further information and Invitations will be circulated closer to the event. 

 

Thursday 22nd: Western Suburbs 

Last event for the year and AGM - details to be confirmed. 
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National News 
 

The 32nd National Conference – Challenges and 
Opportunities through Life is being held Thursday 3rd 

to Sunday 6th May, 2018 at the Adelaide Convention 
Centre,  bookings are now being accepted.  

The National Conference brochure was emailed to 
Victoria Branch members on Friday January 5, 2018 
from email OAA VIC BRANCH @ 10.08pm. Conference 

brochure is also available on the Order of Australia 
Association website or if required I will mail a copy to 

you. 
 

You will have received in the recent edition of The Order magazine the Notice 
for the 2018 National AGM being held in Adelaide on Friday May 4. Included 
was a Proxy Form for all financial members to lodge your vote if you are 

unable to attend the AGM in person.  
Your vote is important if we are to succeed in changing the Association 

Constitution to increase Member involvement in the management of the 
organisation. I have registered to attend the National Conference and AGM 

trust your time allows you to do the same.  
Your Proxy should be given in favour of a named person who is attending the 
AGM, or if you wish in favour of the Chairman of the meeting.  

You may also ‘direct’ your Proxy by filling in the ‘For’ or ‘Against’ boxes for 
both the reports to the meeting and one or more of the 6 Motions for 

constitutional change. Leaving boxes blank allows the holder of your Proxy to 
vote as they decide. 

If you have not yet received a Proxy Form please contact me via email or 
mobile noted below. To be valid your Proxy Form must be received by the 

National Secretary no later than Monday April 16, 2018. 
 
Please refer to the article ‘Financial Literacy for Women’ in this e-Newsletter. 

 
The National Board is keen to reduce the number of members on the mailing 

list; in Victoria we have 450+ such members. We appreciate not all members 
have access to email however we trust a family member or close friend may be 

prepared to accept via their email the four editions of the e-Newsletter and 
Regional Group invitations thus saving our Branch postage, stationery, time 
and printing and allowing direct communication with members.  

 
Also the National Board has sought assistance from Branches to collect the 

year of birth not date of birth from Life Members to assist with our actuary 
planning. 

 
Helene Bender OAM 
Victoria Branch Representative 

E: helenebender@westnet.com.au 
M: 0407 261 951 

 
  

mailto:helenebender@westnet.com.au
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Women’s Financial Literacy Seminars  
 
OAA National Chair Barry Nunn AO, RFD, ED has advised the OAA Victoria 
Branch that Australian Shareholders’ Association (ASA) has secured a major 
grant from Financial Literacy Australia for a pilot project in order to provide 

financial literacy education for OAA women 65+ at free workshops in Victoria 
as detailed below. 

Research indicates that, typically, women over 65 are not actively engaged in 
the management of their investment portfolio and/or self-managed 

superannuation fund – often due to lack of confidence.  
As women tend to outlive men and inherit a financial plan, there is an 
imperative to improve older women’s financial investment knowledge and 

confidence. 
ASA’s goal is to empower older women whose partners have always managed 

the finances with an understanding of basic investment and financial concepts 
knowledge. The aim is to demystify these concepts and hence assist women. 

Another objective is to give older women the confidence to have conversations 
with their partners, children and financial advisers about how the investments 
and finances are structured. 

There will be two workshops, each lasting 3 hours:- 
Workshop 1 will cover basic investment concepts. It will introduce women to 

the concept of the financial plan, financial goals and touch on the jargon used 
by professional advisers. 

Workshop 2 will be about managing the discussion about your financial 
affairs. Each workshop will comprise no more than 15 women. ASA will 
provide a handbook with notes, list of resources and potential pathways for 

greater learning and a closed Facebook page so you can continue to talk to 
and support each other after the workshop. 

 
Dates and locations in 2018:-  

Brighton Monday 3 and 10 September 
Geelong  Tuesday 4 and 11 September 
Ballarat Wednesday 5 and 12 September  

Albury Thursday 6 and 13 September  
Hawthorn Friday 7 and 14 September 14. 

 
Please register your interest at: 

https://australianshareholders.com.au/node/1203774, by filling out the form 
on the link and submit. 
 

If you require any additional information or have questions regarding the ASA 
workshops please contact me.  

 
 

Helene Bender OAM 
Victoria Branch Representative 
E: helenebender@westnet.com.au 

M: 0407 261 951 
  

https://australianshareholders.com.au/node/1203774
mailto:helenebender@westnet.com.au
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Message from the OAA National Chairman 
  

 
 

The Order of Australia Association Conference and Annual General 
Meeting are in Adelaide Thursday May 3 to Sunday May 6, 2018. If 

you have already registered to attend – thank you, I look forward to 
meeting you there. 
  

If you have not yet decided to attend, I encourage you to consider 
taking this opportunity to meet with your fellow members of the Order 

from throughout Australia and to take part in both the formal aspects 
of the National Conference and the delights of Adelaide and the 

surrounding areas. 
  
Our National Annual General Meeting is to be held during the 

Conference. If you can attend the AGM you will have the opportunity 
to learn of the activities to date of your Association, hear of plans for 

the future and have your say during the Member Forum. 
  

Four (4) non-Branch nominated directors will be elected prior to the 
National AGM.  If you are interested and have the necessary skills in 
furthering the aims of our Association, I encourage you to consider 

nominating for one of the four positions.  A nomination form is 
included on page 39 of latest The Order national magazine (Edition 

50), received last month, and position descriptions are on succeeding 
pages.  Nominations must be received by cob Friday April 06, 2018. 

  
I look forward to joining you at a great Conference in Adelaide in May. 
  

 
Regards 

  
Barry Nunn AO 

National Chairman 
Order of Australia Association 
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News from the Victoria Branch Committee 
 

AUSTRALIA DAY 2018 
 

On this delightful sunny day, 
some 400-people attended this 
Australia Day event, many 

coming across the total Shrine, 
after visiting Government House.  

They sat on the grass, and 
enjoyed the Ceremony. 

 
A number of dignitaries including 
the Former Governor-General Dr 

Peter Hollingworth AC, 
representatives of Consulates 

from a number of countries and 
several members of the 

Association were present.  

Chair of Victoria Branch Diane James AM is  laying 
a wreath at the Shrine 

 

 

                                                                                  

The event was enriched by a stirring speech delivered by Colonel John 

Coulson OAM, RFD, ED about Sir John Monash, the great general, followed by 
lowering of the flag. The Ceremony was organised by Max Chester OAM, with 
assistance of Dr Michael Kennedy OAM. 
 
 

VICTORIA BRANCH COMMITTEE MEETS THE NATIONAL CHAIRMAN  
 

 

In January, the 
Victorian Branch 

Committee hosted a visit 
by the OAA National 

Chairman, Maj. Gen. 
Barry Nunn AO.  A 

broad-ranging 
discussion took place, 
covering topics such as 

member benefits, and 
how best to articulate 

these to potential 
members of the 

Association.  We 
discussed Victoria’s 
participation in the OAA 

Foundation scholarship 
program, with a number 

of scholarships funded.   

OAA National Chair Barry Nunn AO, RFD, ED  
with the Victoria Branch Committee 
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AN ORATION TO INSPIRE US ALL 
 

In February this year, the Victoria 
Branch of the Order of Australia 

Association was privileged to have 
Dr Susan Alberti AC deliver an 

inspirational Oration to an 
audience of more than 200 
people; Association members, 

friends and senior students from 
some of Melbourne’s finest 

schools.  
 

Dr Alberti’s successes in life have 
been outstanding, achieving many 
of the personal crusades she has 

embarked upon.  These, despite 
and inspired by the many 

personal tragedies she has faced 
and overcome. 

 
 

 
 Paul Wheelton AM KSJ, Dr Susan Alberti AC and              
Diane James AM 

 

Courage, determination, resilience and optimism were keynotes of her Oration.  
She spoke of the difficulty of losing her husband at an early age and the 
subsequent need for her to study and become the first woman registered 

builder in Victoria.  Then there was a need for her to manage four businesses 
and raise a young daughter on her own.  Dr Alberti spoke of the tragedy of her 

daughter losing her battle to Type 1 diabetes, followed by her determination to 
successfully overcome her own battle with lymphoma.   

 
Dr Alberti chose to turn these battles into something positive and she 
established a Foundation raising funds much needed for research into a cure 

for Type 1 Diabetes. Her boundless energy was also channeled into the 
successful establishment of the Woman’s Football League (AFLW).  

 
Named the 2107 Melbournian of The Year, Dr Alberti is also The Chairman of 

the Australia Day Ambassador Program, and remains a passionate supporter 
of the Western Bulldogs, a generous philanthropist and a very proud 
Melbournian.                                           [Contributed by Christine Unsworth AM] 

 
 

The Order of Australia Association – Merchandise 
 
Association members are able to purchase the Association’s merchandise. The 
current selection of merchandise can be ordered via: 
Richard Rozen OAM, National Merchandise Officer  

E-mail:  rozenr@bigpond.com   Phone (03) 9592 8068 
 

  

mailto:rozenr@bigpond.com
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 2018 DATES FOR E-NEWSLETTER & THE ORDER 

 

The relevant dates for E-Newsletter and The Order contributions are 
summarized below. Please submit your timely articles with a photo to editor: 

  
Dr John Basarin OAM, Email: editorvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au 

 

VICTORIAN ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER - DATES FOR 2018  

 

Invitation to 
Regional Groups 
to Submit Articles 

Cut off date for 
submission of 
articles for e-
newsletter 

Finished e-newsletter 
to Tony Smith 

Distribution date 

    

26 February  09 March 19 March 26 March 

    

21 May 04 June 15 June 22 June 

    

20 Aug 07 Sept 16 Sept 24 Sept 

    

5 Nov 19 Nov 29 Nov 07 Dec 

 

THE ORDER – 2018  

Invitation to Regional 
Groups to Submit 
Articles 

Cut off date for 
submission of articles  

Copy to CANBERRA Distribution 
date 

15 December  30 December 08 January  18 February  

    

16 March  01 April  08 April 22 May 

    

15 June  01 July 08 July  17 Aug 

    

15 September  01 October  08 October  16 Nov 
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News from the Regional Groups 
 

GIPPSLAND 

Gippsland Regional Group Chairman, 
Doug Caulfield OAM,RFD 
congratulates  The Mayor of Latrobe 

City, Cr. Darrell White, OAM [on the 
left] on his recent award in the 2018 

Australia Day Awards [pictured]. Cr 
White was recognised for service to 

local government in Victoria, and to 
sport. Local Order of Australia 

recipients were invited to a Civic 
Reception in honour of the Consul 
General for Malta, Mr Carlos de 

Lemos, which preceded the official 
opening of the Malta Festa in 

Morwell.  
 

 

News from Gippsland:  
 

Office Bearers: 

 
Doug Caulfield OAM, RFD - Chair 

Helen Hoppner OAM - Deputy Chair 
Bernie Carrington OAM, JP - Treasurer 

Lorraine Bartling OAM – Secretary 
Helen Holley – Assistant 
Secretary/Administrative Support Officer 

 

Committee: 

 
Alex Arbothnot AM  

Bill Bodman OAM  
Beth Delzoppo OAM   

David Packham OAM  
Anne Macarthur OAM  
Neil Terrill OAM  

 

Australia Day 2018 Awardees: Gippsland had 5 Australia Day awardees 

(including the current Mayor of Latrobe City). Letter of congratulations and 
‘Save the Date’ information for 2018 Gippsland events have been sent out. 

 
Gippsland Regional Group 2018 Events: 

 Luncheon at Brandy Creek Winery, 570 Buln Buln Road Drouin East 

on Sunday April 22nd with guest speaker Wayne Bass OAM talking about 
‘Youth’. 

 Luncheon at Criterion Hotel Function Room, 90 MacAlister Street, Sale 
on Sunday August  12th with guest speaker Peter Synan OAM to talk 
about the history of Australian Author, Mary Grant Bruce. 

 Signature Event – The 6th Annual Sir Frank Macfarlane Burnet 
Address to be held at the Premiere Function Centre, 29 Grey Street 
Traralgon on Wednesday 17th October at 7-00pm. This year’s address to 

be delivered by Associate Professor Seth Masters, BSC (Hons) Melbourne, 
PhD. Laboratory Head, Inflammation Division, Walter and Eliza Hall 

Institute who is to speak about how inherited inflammatory diseases can 
help in understanding and treating disorders of the immune system.  
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BARWON  
 

Barwon Regional Group Annual luncheon and Archibald return 

in 2018 

 
On Thursday November 30, 2017 

following the Annual General 
Meeting, the OAA Barwon Regional 

Group hosted an Annual luncheon 
at the Davidson Restaurant and the 

Archibald Prize Exhibition at the 

Geelong Gallery for eighty (80) 
members and guests  including 

some OAA members from other 
regional groups. Thank you all for 

your support of the event. 
 

 
 

The Davidson Restaurant is part of the Gordon TAFE, a training facility where 
students gain hands on experience in hospitality service and cookery. The 
lunch was prepared by second year apprentice chefs employed in local 

restaurants and catering businesses in the Greater Geelong Region. The three 
course lunch showcased produce from the region and the quality of teaching 

provided at the Gordon TAFE. Jason Smith, the Director of Geelong Gallery 
spoke at the luncheon noting Geelong Gallery is the only VIC venue 

showcasing the exhibition before it heads to NSW. The name behind the prize, 
John Feltham “JF” Archibald, was born in Geelong West in 1856 and lived in 
the region until his mid-teens. Jason also spoke about the recent 

refurbishment to the Geelong Gallery, funded by private donors and the local 
council, the exhibition became the catalyst. 

 
The Archibald Exhibition injected $6 million into the Barwon Region economy 

and welcomed 58,000 people through the doors in six weeks of which more 
than 20,000 were first time visitors to the picturesque Geelong Gallery. 
After the success of the inaugural Geelong debut, the Archibald Exhibition will 

return later this year. 
 

Please ‘save the date’ Friday October 26, 2018 for the OAA Annual luncheon at 
Davidson Restaurant and the Archibald Prize Exhibition at the Geelong Gallery. 

Further details will be available in the June edition of the E-newsletter. 

 
Barwon Regional Group Committee  

 
New Chair: At the Annual General Meeting on Thursday November 30, 2017 
Peter Doak OAM was elected Chair taking over from Barbara Abley AM.  
Barbara didn’t seek re-election as Chair noting in her annual report “It is with 

some regrets that I present this last report as Chair of the Barwon Regional 
Group as I have completed my term. I do so knowing that my successor will be 



March 2018 | Issue # 14 

 

 17 

the recipient of strong support from the committee and members in our 
Region”. 
 

Barbara joined the OAA Barwon Regional Group committee in 2012 having 
received a letter from the committee indicating ‘new blood’ was urgently 

needed to revitalise the group and unless some new members nominated the 
Barwon Regional Group would cease.  Barbara Abley AM and Helene Bender 

OAM nominated and were duly elected. At the 2017 AGM Barbara nominated 
as a committee member, her excellent contribution and knowledge of the 
Order isn’t lost to Barwon. 

 
We thanked and farewelled a past Deputy Chair Alston Park AM for his years 

of service as a committee member and Deputy Chair and Maureen Zampatti 
OAM committee member and judge of our Primary School Citizenship Award. 

Both provided good input and valuable feedback ensuring our events met the 
expectations of members. 
 
New Chair Peter Doak OAM was guest 
speaker at our 2016 Annual luncheon at 

the Barwon Heads Golf Club. Peter is 

Geelong’s only Olympic Swimmer. Gold 
Medalist and World Record holder at the 

Perth 1962 Commonwealth Games; 
Bronze Medalist at the Olympic Games in 

Tokyo 1964 and represented Australia in 
Surf Life-saving competitions in South 

Africa. 

 

 

 
Other members of the Committee for 2017-2019:-  

Deputy Chair – Mary Lewis OAM 
Treasurer – Wayne Myers OAM 

Secretary – Helene Bender OAM 
Committee – Barbara Abley AM, Margaret Hughes OAM and Ross Synot OAM 

 
OAA Barwon February 2018 Afternoon Tea - guest speaker  

Dr Hugh Seward AM 
 

Sunday February 25, 2018 Barwon Regional Group hosted an afternoon tea 

with guest speaker Dr Hugh Seward AM at RACV Torquay for local and 
regional group members and guests. 

 
Mary Lewis OAM Deputy Chair was MC and acknowledged 25 year member 
Robert Beggs AM in recognition of service to primary industry, particularly 

through the wool industry and the Royal Agricultural Society of Victoria. 
Our Chair Peter Doak OAM presented the Mayor of Surf Coast Shire Cr David 

Bell with an Honour Board to be displayed in the Council Office. David spoke 
about the Council Australia Day Awards and acknowledged the Order of 
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Australia awards are not for long service they are for outstanding service to 
the community. 

 

 
Dr Hugh Seward AM, Cr David 

Bell Mayor Surf Coast Shire, Mary 
Lewis OAM Barwon Deputy Chair 

and event MC and Peter Doak 
OAM Barwon Chair. 
 

 
 

Dr Hugh Seward AM spoke of his experience at the interface of sport and 
health. In 1982 Hugh commenced part-time at the Geelong Football Club as 

the Club Doctor and over the 25 years became full time. His main interest was 
football injuries; one of his successes was the ‘Seward 10M circle’. When the 

ball was bounced ruckman would run 25M toward the centre circle, their aim 
was to jump higher than their opponent for an added advantage. This resulted 
in posterior cruciate ligament injuries; the run-up was reduced to 10M and 

the number of injuries greatly reduced. 
 

Concussion rules changed over the years, Australia is a leader in this area 
ensuring players are well looked after now. Drug doping is another area 

Australia is leading the way with testing, agreed cheating to win isn’t right. 
Hugh also spoke about women playing senior AFL football, the number of 
teams at local level is growing faster than grounds and times available for 

them to play. All elite sport provides a connection with the community and 
great entertainment; sporting clubs provide a sense of belonging. 

 
In closing Hugh made mention of the “Return” wall in the Geelong Cats shop 

that is dedicated to Gary Ablett merchandise. 2018 promises to be exciting – 
Go CATS!! Barbara Abley AM gave the vote of thanks to Dr Hugh Seward for 
an informative address and response to questions. 

 

OAA Adjourned Annual General Meeting 

 
Noting OAA National changed the end of financial year from September 30 to 
December 31 and OAA Victoria Branch has moved in line with the change and 

encouraged Regional Groups to do the same, Barwon Regional Group 
adjourned the November 30, 2017 Annual General Meeting to Sunday 
February 25, 2018 and linked it with the Afternoon Tea at RACV Torquay to 

approve the Financial Statement for October 1, 2016 to December 31, 2017. 
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SOUTH WEST VICTORIA 
 

Australia Day Ceremony 2018 
 

The South West Regional Group of the Victorian Branch of the Order of 
Australia Association held a very successful ceremonial ‘Lowering of the Flag’ 

on Australia Day at the Warrnambool memorial.  There were approximately 
150 attendees, including Councillor Robert Anderson, Mayor of Warrnambool, 

as well as members of Warrnambool trusts and foundations, who over so 
many years have strongly supported the welfare of the RSL, as well as 
members of the Order of Australia and RSL.   

 
The guest speaker was Air Commodore Rowan Story AM, RFD, and the 

ceremonial lowering of the flag was undertaken by the Australian Air Force 
Cadets of 413 squadron, supported by the Warrnambool Pipes and Drums.  

Darcy Carroll, Don Cowling and Gabby Steel contributed to the singing, and 
local students did readings appropriate to Australia Day.  A wreath was laid by 
Mr Fred Chatfield, Secretary of the Warrnambool RSL and Dr Peter 

Habersberger AM RFD. 
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EASTERN SUBURBS  

 

ESRG Functions for 2018  
 

The Eastern Suburbs R.G. is looking forward to an interesting year of planned 

activities for our members. Guests are welcome at all our functions. Details 
are as follows: 

 
Wednesday 9th May: Luncheon at Bucatini Bar & Restaurant, Whitehorse 

Road, Mitcham at 12 noon.  Choice of mains and desserts and brewed 
coffee/tea to follow.  Guest speaker to be announced. Cost $40.00 per head.  
Dot Browne OAM (9874 2501) for entries. 

 
Wednesday 20th June:  Lunch at the Mitcham Hotel from 11.30am following 

by a musical performance of “Frankly Sinatra – A Tribute to Ol’ Blue Eyes” at 
the Whitehorse Centre, Nunawading at 2.00pm. Lunch at own cost, tickets for 

musical performance are $18.00 per person. Glenys Grant OAM (9877 5680) 
for theatre tickets. 
 

Wednesday 8th August: Function for 2018 Order of Australia awardees at the 
home of our President, Barbara Thompson OAM in Glen Waverley.  Dot 

Browne OAM (9874 2501) for response to invitations.  
 

Tuesday 16th October:  Ferry trip from Docklands at 9.30am to Portarlington 
(arrive 11.00am) and return. Lunch at Portarlington. Return on ferry at 
3.30pm to arrive at Docklands at 5.00pm.  Colin Browne OAM (9874 2501) 

or Margaret Hammon OAM (9955 4532) for further enquiries 
  

Tuesday 13th November:  Annual General Meeting, Guest speaker   and 
morning tea at Wheelers Hill Library, corner of Jells & Ferntree Gully Roads, 

Wheelers Hill, 10.00am – 12.30pm. Guest speaker is Prof. David Karoly, 
senior climate scientist leading the National Environmental Science Program.  
Contact Barbara Thompson OAM (9802 3980) for further enquiries.  
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MORNINGTON PENINSULA 
 
We held our AGM/Luncheon on Friday 16th February at the Hastings Club 
and 37 members and guests attended. 

Guest Speaker on the day was Peter 
Aldenhoven President of the Willum 

Warrain Aboriginal Association 
Gathering Place in Hastings. He is 

the Director of Indigenous Education 
at Woodleigh School and is the 

Emerging Leader with the Fellowship 
of Indigenous Leadership. His 
inspiring and informative address 

was given from a Human Rights 
perspective and was an abridged 

version of the address he had given to 
the Mornington Peninsula Shire’s 

Annual Oration. 

 

Peter spoke personally of having been born to an Aboriginal mother living on 
Stradbroke Island who became pregnant at 19 to a non-indigenous boyfriend 
whose family vehemently opposed any marriage. His mother jumped on a Bus 

and headed for Melbourne and he was given up for adoption to the sisters of 
Mercy in Abbotsford. His address gave an insight into the many challenges 

that similar situations had brought for persons of Aboriginal descent, the fact 
that in Victoria between 1910 and 1970 50% of Aboriginal children were 

removed from their families and that of the 160.000 population of the 
Mornington Peninsula 8% (1,304) are of Aboriginal & Torres Strait Island 
descent and 45% are under 15 yrs of age part of the fastest growing catchment 

in Victoria. He finished with a quote from his renowned Poet Aunty Kath 
Walker - quote“ To our father’s fathers, pain and sorrow , to our children’s 

children, the glad tomorrow” and Aunty Evelyn Scott a passionate advocate 
and leader for reconciliation and Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander rights –

quote “What a rich and valuable heritage to leave to our children-a 56000 year 
culture, thriving in a country at peace with its conscience” and Peter 
commented in closing “ The Glad tomorrow , a country at peace with its 

conscience, we have a little bit long way to go it seems”. 
AGM: Our AGM was held following the Luncheon for interested members and 

the Chairman’s 2017 Annual Report and Treasurers Annual Statement of 
Accounts to 31st December were presented and adopted. 

Thankfully this year we received two nominations for committee namely: 
Andrew Mackenzie OAM and Greg Sugars OAM and one for a Sub-Committee 
position from Jane Passy-Lloyd OAM which along with those renominating will 

give us a good team in 2018. Pauline Powell OAM has retired and was duly 
thanked for her contribution past 3 years. 

 
First Function: The Reception for 2018 Australia Day & Queens Birthday 

recipients will be held in the Edwardian Room at The Briars Homestead Mt 
Martha on Friday 20th July 2018 jointly hosted by Mornington Peninsula Shire 
and our Regional Group.  
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SOUTH CENTRAL SUBURBS 
 
 

It is with the greatest of pleasure that 
we announce that the doyen of current 

Television News announcers and 
presenters, Mr. Peter Hitchener OAM 

will be our guest speaker on Wednesday 
4th of July. Peter has been the chief 

news presenter at GTV9 since 1998 so 

we are sure he has an interesting story 
to tell and anecdotes to share. 

 
 

Due to the work commitments of our speaker the luncheon will start a little 
early. A well presented luncheon will be served “silver service”. If you have not 
had the opportunity of visiting the West Brighton Club this is a great 

opportunity. It is of a time past. There is ample car parking and if you have 
dietary requirements please advise us of this with your booking. 

.............................................................................................................. 

West Brighton Club – Mid Year Luncheon 
 

I wish to attend the luncheon at the West Brighton Club, 22 Park Street, 
Brighton, on Wednesday 4th July 2018, commencing at 11.30 AM for a 12.00 
midday start. 

Please find enclosed cheque for ...........persons at $60 each $..................... 

Cheques should be made payable to The Order of Australia Association and 

mailed to the Treasurer by 29th June 2018. Alternately, pay by Direct Debit to 
Bendigo Bank BSB 633-000. Account number 132398835.  No receipts will be 

issued. 
 
If paying by Direct Debit please tick box   indicate "Mid-Year Luncheon". 

 

Name and Post Nominals: ………………………………………………………………… 

Phone..............................Email........................................................................ 

Name/s of your Guest/s.................................................................................. 

Special dietary requirements........................................................................... 

Please post to the Hon Treasurer Geoffrey Oscar AM, 8A Hoyt Street, 
Hampton 3188   

Phone:  95219065, Email: genoscar@melbpc.org.au 
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The following is the report from the SCSRG: 
 

 Australia Day Honours – we have 25 new recipients (a record for our 

Group). Our Committee has been very pro-active over the past few years 

in seeking worthy candidates for an award.  

 Our first event for the year will be a tour of the world famous 

synchrotron at Monash University followed by lunch. This will be held 

on April 18 commencing at 10.30am. Cost is $40 including lunch. Tours 

are limited to 24 persons and bookings will need to be made promptly. 

Further details can be obtained from our Treasurer Geoff Oscar AM – 

genoscar@melbpc.org.au .  

 During July we will hold our midyear luncheon at the prestigious West 

Brighton Club. Our guest speaker will be Channel 9 newsreader Peter 

Hitchener OAM, as indicated.   

 In August, Bayside Council will host a Cocktail Party for this year’s 

Honours Awardees. This event has been held annually for seven years 

and is rotated between Bayside, Glen Eira and Kingston Councils who 

cover this area.   

 We have recently created an Order of Australia Association pull-up 

banner which will be used at our Group functions and community 

events where we are involved. It is a generic banner and is therefore 

available for use by any other Regional Groups.   

 

LODDON-CAMPASPE 
 
The Group held their AGM in late October at a luncheon in Bendigo with guest 
speaker, Margaret O’Rourke, the Mayor of Bendigo, who spoke about her year 

in office. Duncan Stalker OAM Victoria Branch Deputy Chair (Country) spoke 
about the challenges for the Association. The outgoing committee were re-

elected for another year. Positions appointed were Chair: John Higgs OAM, 
Secretary: Deb Fleming OAM, Treasurer: Richard Guy OAM, and general 

committee members Gordon McKern OAM, Dawn Colbourne OAM, John 
Riches AM and Steven Lee AM.                                                                                            
 

The Committee met in February to organise a program for 2018.  Members will 
be sent invitations to the following events:  April- tour of the Thales factory in 

Bendigo; June 24: A concert by Teddy Tahu Rhodes and the Male Welsh Choir 
at the Ulumbarra Theatre in Bendigo; spring: visit to Forest Glade garden and 

art museum in Mount Macedon; November: AGM luncheon.  
  

mailto:genoscar@melbpc.org.au
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NORTH CENTRAL SUBURBS 
 

The group held its New Awardees reception, AGM and afternoon tea in 
November and is pleased to welcome Dennis Cunningham AM and Barbara 

Brook OAM to the NCSRG Committee. 
  

Guest speaker at the AGM was Glenn Buesnel-May from White Ribbon 
Foundation. 
 

There were nine AD awardees within the NSCRG. Congratulatory letters 
have been sent to all new awardees so the group is hopeful of a good 

percentage of them becoming members. 
 

The committee met in early February to commence planning its program for 
the year and in particular 'lock in' the date of 15 November for the new 
awardees reception. 

 

MELBOURNE CENTRAL  
 

The recent Annual General meeting saw a change in the Group Chair and 
Deputy Chair. Trevor Clark is now Chair and Paul Wheelton AM KSJ is Deputy 
Chair. The group extends its thanks to Suzette Gallagher OAM for all her hard 

work over the years. 
 

The start of our Luncheon Series commenced last October with our guest 
speaker Professor Geoffrey Blainey. What great talk he gave, and our thanks to 

him. There will be three such luncheons in 2018 at Kooyong Lawn Tennis 
Club probably in April, August and October depending on the availability of 

the high profile guest speakers. 
 

The networking events in the CBD, at 

an after work time and location have 
been very successful thanks to our 

supporters with the venues we have 
had. The last one was at our host the 

VECCI offices in Collins St. on 6 
March 2018. The Group is grateful to 
Mark Stone AM, CEO of VECCI 

[pictured] for hosting this great event 
in their headquarters in Collins St.  

Mark gave a talk about the role 
VECCI plays and also explained the 

upcoming 10 point election platform 
“Stronger Business Stronger Victoria”.  
He also fielded many questions from 

an enthusiastic audience.   
 

  

https://www.victorianchamber.com.au/policy-and-advocacy/news/media-releases/2018/03/08/victorian-chamber-commerce-and-industry-launches-
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WESTERN SUBURBS  
 

 

The Regional Group Committee 
met at Taylor’s Lakes on Tuesday 

30 January to plan our first event 
and discuss activities for the year.  

This was the first meeting of the 
‘new’ committee since our AGM in 

November 2017.  John Ravenhall 
AM is now Chair, with Rhys Maggs 
AM as Deputy Chair, Dr June Kane 

AM as Secretary.  Committee 
members are Bob Fairclough OAM, 

Jack Harris OAM, Leigh Hardinge 
OAM, and Vance Hilton OAM. 

 

 
 

Western Suburbs welcomed 18 new awardees in the region in the Australia 

Day Honours list. A letter was sent out to them as per the agreed protocol, 
congratulating them and giving details about our group.  Some follow-up 

calls were made and the response has been good, with four new members 
joining our group in the first few days after the letters were received. 

The first event for 2018 was a “back by popular demand” trip on the 
TramBoat on 15 February.  The plan had been to travel on the TramBoat 
up the Yarra River and to have morning tea on board.  However the tides 

were against us and instead 31 members of the Group, including two 
French-speaking Swiss visitors, sailed on the TramBoat to Williamstown 

with morning tea and pastries en route.  Then, on a glorious sunny day, we 
were able to take in the sights of Williamstown and enjoy walking around 

the shops before we re-embarked.  On the return journey the meal of fish 
and chips was much appreciated and the stories, laughs and music from 
Captain Anthony and assistant Lisa went down just as well. 

The next group event will be on 17 May, when we shall move to Yarraville 
for lunch and a guest speaker.  One of our new members, Margaret Barry, 

lives out of Australia for part of the year running a not-for-profit 
educational charity for children in Bali.  Luckily she will be here in May 

and has agreed to speak to us about her work.  Our group continues to 
enjoy the stimulation, good food and company that our events offer and we 
look forward to welcoming more members and visitors throughout the year. 
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NORTH EAST VICTORIA & GOULBURN VALLEY 
 
The North East Goulburn Valley had 13 new recipients on Australia Day, 
one posthumous. Once again, it was very pleasing to see a wide cross 

section of the community receiving awards and that our region was so well 
represented. The Rural City of Wangaratta (RCW) acknowledged its OA 

recipients on Australia Day and at a civic reception a week later. One of our 
members is The RCW Mayor, Ken Clarke OAM and it is great to see Ken 

continue working for the community. 
 
The new committee met for the first time in February and we are pleased to 

have a new Deputy Chair Dale Potter OAM. Our committee members are 
widely spread across the region and work very well together. 

This year we are celebrating the 25th anniversary of the formation of our 
Regional Group. The group formed on 14th April 1993 and has had 25 very 

successful years with a membership now of 154.This anniversary will be 
celebrated at a lunch to be held at The Sherbourne Hotel Shepparton on 
Sunday April 15th at 12.30pm. Guest Speaker is Dr John Miller AO, 

businessman who will speak about his experience in doing business in 
Japan, China and India. An Ecumenical Service will be held at St 

Augustine's Anglican Church, prior to our lunch. For details please contact: 
Barbara Thomas OAM.  

 
At the State AGM in November 2017 our RG handed over a cheque for 
$1,000 towards the Victorian OAA Scholarship in 2019. We are very 

pleased to be able to help young people in this way.  

  

Wine maker extraordinaire Ian Hickinbotham OAM passes away  
 

Ian Hickinbotham OAM who is 

credited with the creation of two 
great Australian wines: Penfolds 

Grange and Wynns Coonawarra 
Estate Claret—passed away on 29 

December 2017. He has made an 
enormous contribution to the 
Australian wine industry and was 

recognized with an Order of 
Australia medal.  

 
Ian had an ability to apply ideas 

gleaned from elsewhere to create 
something new, such as the wine 
cask. He once said “In just fifty 

years, Australian winemakers had to 
progressively change from making 

seventy per cent fortified wine to 
ninety per cent table wine”. 

 

 
 
Ian Hickinbotham survived by his wife 
Judith, daughter Jenny and son Andrew 
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Nominate a Woman for an Australian Honour 
 

Women are underrepresented in the Australian 
Honours system comprising only one third of 

nominations and recipients. To address this 
imbalance, the Victorian Government recently 

appointed a dedicated awards officer, Stacey 
Williams [pictured], to focus on generating an 

additional 200 nominations of Victorian women 
each year and achieve 50/50 representation. 
We can help you put the nomination together. 

 
Nominating someone for an Australian Honour 

can take some time. Stacey can help you collate 
evidence, find references and submit your 

nomination for you. 
 

 

To get things started, send Stacey an email or give her a call with the name of 
a woman you would like to nominate. Any information you can provide to 

support the nomination is also appreciated, for example: 

 date of birth 

 place of birth 

 current contact number, and 

 email address.  

Do I need to provide references? 

 
We aim to have at least three references per nomination. If you can provide 

references, that’s great! Otherwise, we will identify and approach potential 
referees to provide a written reference and be available for a telephone 
reference. 

 
Get started 

 
Email or call Stacey today with the name of the woman/women you would like 

to nominate, and she will do the rest!  
 
Contact: 

 

Stacey Williams 0437 966 916 | stacey.willliams@dpc.vic.gov.au 
 


