What is
an Order of
Australia Award?

A Message from
the Governor General...
In a 2016 Queen’s
Birthday Media Release,
His Excellency General
the Honourable Sir Peter
Cosgrove AK MC (Retd)
commented...
“...We are fortunate as a
community to have so
many outstanding people General Sir Peter Cosgrove AK MC
willing to dedicate themselves to the betterment of
our nation and it is only fitting that they have been
recognised through the Australian Honours system.
“Since 1975 these awards have helped to define,
encourage and reinforce Australian goals and
values. They identify role models who give without
thought of recognition or personal gain.
We have in excess of 43,000 recipients whose
actions have enriched our community and our lives.
Their qualities - compassion, dedication, generosity,
selflessness, tolerance, and energetic ambition –
inspire and motivate us.
His Excellency the Governor-General
Government House
CANBERRA A.C.T. 2600

Please remember diversity
of age, gender and culture
when nominating.
Go ahead! Nominate
someone today!
All nominations are strictly confidential. Current as at (19/03/18)

Do you know someone
who goes the extra mile
in your community, an
outstanding citizen in their
chosen field or vocation who
deserves recognition?
For assistance with the nomination process please contact...

For more information please visit
www.theorderofaustralia.asn.au

Produced by The Order of Australia Association

Fostering Love of and
Pride in Australian
Citizenship

What is the Order of Australia and how is it Awarded?
The Australian Honours System is our unique
way of recognising and honouring the citizens
who make significant contributions to our
community.
It is unique because Australia is the only country in the
world where nominations for national honours are made
by ordinary citizens, people like you and me.
Nominations to the Order of Australia come directly from the
community from either individuals or groups. At least four
strong referees including people and community leaders well
known to the nominee are required for each nomination.
Once a nomination has been submitted, the Australian
Honours Secretariat at Government House in Canberra
conducts further research.
The Council of the Order of Australia, comprising nineteen
Australians and the Official Secretary assisted by case
officers, then considers the nominations. The Council makes
its recommendations, independent of Government, direct to
the Governor General.
Awards are publicly announced on Australia Day
(26 January) and the Queen’s Birthday public holiday (June).

GR ADES OF AWARD WITHIN THE
ORDER OF AUSTR ALIA

Companion of the Order of Australia (AC)
The Companion in the General Division is
awarded for ‘eminent achievement and merit to
the highest degree to Australia and humanity
at large’.

Australian honours are
unique - anyone can nominate
or be nominated.
The Australian honours
system is free of patronage
or political influence.

Officer of the Order of Australia (AO)
The Officer in the General Division is awarded
for ‘distinguished service of a high degree to
Australia or humanity at large’.

Member of the Order of Australia (AM)
The Member of the Order of Australia in the
General Division is awarded for ‘service in
a particular locality or field of activity or to a
particular group’.

Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM)
The Medal in the General Division is awarded
for ‘service worthy of particular recognition’.

