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Chairman’s Report
By the time you read this the WA Branch welcome reception 
for the Australia Day honours recipients, our first function for 
the year, will have been held. We are grateful for the generous 
support of the City of South Perth in presenting this reception.

Sue and I attended the National Conference in Sydney, as did 
our editor Terry Barritt and his wife Joan. Sadly, we were the 
only Western Australians to attend and I do hope many more 
of our membership will go to the 2017 National Conference 
in Brisbane – those good people in Queensland are already 
on track to present a wonderful conference and associated 
events.

The important message I bring you is this: the Order of Australia 
Association, a national organisation of Australians recognised 
for their especial contributions to our nation, do far more than 
socialise. Here in Western Australia our work at the WA Police 
Academy and with young people to help them into the world of 
work in an area of high unemployment is significant.

Would you like to join in this or other work for the community 
under the umbrella of your Association? We need and would 
welcome volunteers.

The National body has launched a quest for suggestions from 
our membership across Australia for a worthy national project.

Do you have an idea which might be presented? The OAA 
would love to hear about it. If you have the germ of a thought 
do contract me and I will send you the material on the project.

The Association has much to offer. We would like many more 
members to be part of the action. There is more to be done and 
great opportunities.

Here in WA you have a wonderful Committee, all workers. 
Planning for the reception to welcome the new awardees in 
the Queen’s Birthday list has begun; arrangements for our 
premier annual event, the Association dinner in September is 
well in hand and I am delighted to report that our Patron, Her 
Excellency the Governor, will be in attendance.

Best wishes, Bill Hassell AM, Chairman

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

HOW TO BECOME A MEMBER OF OUR ASSOCIATION  
CHECK OUR WEBSITE www.theorderofaustralia.asn.au

REGISTRATION AND CONFERENCE PAYMENTS
Please select your Activities/Functions/Tours options for each person by indicating with an X beside the members or guest option

REGISTRATION FEES

Early bird by 13 January 2017 $90pp Member Guest Total $

After 13 January 2017 $110pp Member Guest Total $

TRANSPORT   
(Please indicate your coach transport needs as follows)

Premier’s reception / Welcome dinner $10pp Member Guest Total $

Governor’s reception $10pp Member Guest Total $

ACTIVITIES/FUNCTIONS

Thursday 20 April 

9.00am QUT Gardens Point tour $15pp Member Guest Total $

4.00pm Premier’s reception Free Member Guest 

6.00pm Welcome dinner $79pp Member Guest Total $ 

Friday 21 April

9.00am Conference Forum $12pp Member Guest Total $

12.00noon Informal lunch Pullman Brisbane $40pp Member Guest Total $

2.00pm National Oration Free Member Guest 

5.00pm Proposed Governor’s reception 
(Limited numbers apply) Free Member Guest 

Saturday 22 April

9.00am Association AGM Free Member Guest 

10.30am Members Forum Free Member Guest  

12.00noon Informal lunch, Pullman Brisbane $40pp Member Guest Total $

1.30pm Regional Groups Forum Free Member Guest 

6.00pm Conference dinner $155pp Member Guest Total $

Sunday 23 April

9.00am Memorial Service Free Member Guest 

10.00am Morning tea City Hall $16pp Member Guest Total $

10.30am City Hall tours Free Member Guest 

12.00noon Farewell lunch Pullman Brisbane $75pp Member Guest Total $ 

PRE-CONFERENCE TOURS

Monday 17 April  
Toowoomba & Darling Downs 2-day tour
With single supplement:

 
$280pp
$335pp

 
Member
Member

 
Guest 
Guest

 
Total $
Total $

Wednesday 19 April  
Mt Tamborine and Gold Coast 1-day tour

 
$85pp

 
Member 

 
Guest 

 
Total $

POST-CONFERENCE TOUR

Monday 24 April  
Sunshine Coast 1-day tour

 
$85pp

 
Member 

 
Guest 

 
Total $

FULL REGISTRATION FEE:  TOTAL $

PLEASE SEND COMPLETED FORM TO:  
Registrar, 2017 OAA Conference, Unit 1, 12 Kinnard Street, Ashgrove 4060  OR  Email:  sefraser@tpg.com.au
Payment options are:
1.   By cheque to OAA Conference 2017, with registration form.
2.   EFT to WestPac  BSB:  032-719  Account No. 508653  Ref: Please include your name and initials
3.   Credit Card:  Mastercard        Visa Card  

      No.  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __    Expiry date  ___________ / ___________    CVV No.  __________________________

      Cardholder name  _______________________________________   Signature  _____________________________   Date  _________________________

          

HOW CAN WE HELP OUR YOUTH 
PREPARE FOR THE CHANGING 
NATURE OF THE WORLD OF WORK?
A recent Deloitte Access Economics Report states that there is no longer “such a thing as a 
job for life and careers as we know them may also be obsolete”. Employers, Policymakers 
and Schools are therefore having to consider the extent to which technological developments 
and other factors will affect future career opportunities.

Increasing globalisation, digital technology, automation and artificial intelligence are 
impacting on all aspects of our lives. Indeed, it seems inevitable that many current jobs will 
not exist in little more than a decade and not surprisingly teachers are struggling to keep up 
with such developments. To emphasise the scale of the challenge, it is claimed by those that 
know, that 60% of the roles young Australians are currently training for will be replaced by 
automation within that same time frame.

Consequently, teachers are having to become much more flexible in their approach to 
helping students with their career pathway planning by encouraging them to prepare for 
multiple careers, emphasising the importance of transferable and enterprising skills and a 
sound knowledge of ICT and STEM subjects. They also need to focus students’ attention on 
those sectors that will remain strong employers in the future such as the Service, Health, 
Technology and Hospitality industries.

It is against this backdrop that the Order of Australia Association’s WA Branch is currently 
assisting three Senior High Schools in the State’s SW Region to introduce “Career Guidance 
Programs” for pre-year 10 students. The importance of doing so at this early stage cannot 
be over-emphasised bearing in mind students have to select the range of subjects for their 
final two years of schooling in year 10, which will define to a considerable extent, the future 
trajectory of their careers. 

This current pilot program is an extension of an experimental “Aspirational Career Guidance 
Program” initiated at the King’s College, Kwinana in 2014. Looking to the future it is intended 
to develop a website based on the work carried out over the last three years for the benefit 
of Career Teachers at Senior High Schools nationwide.

Professor Odwyn Jones AO
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Some 140 attendees were present at the reception including 19 new awardees.Dr David Goodall AM receiving his award at  the age of 102. Chairman Bill Hassell AM presiding 

AUSTRALIA DAY HONOURS AWARDEES RECEPTION 
HELD AT CITY OF SOUTH PERTH COUNCIL CHAMBERS

WEST AUSTRALIAN POLICE ACADEMY 
ON BEING A POLICE PATRON
It is now week 8 of the 28 week course 
for my Grey Squad at the Police Academy.  
It has been a great privilege to get to 
know the members of this squad and 
to be welcomed by them. As a Patron I 
attended the Induction Ceremony for this 
group of recruits and was asked to give 
a 5 minute address. The following week 
I visited the Academy at lunch time and, 
while ordering my lunch in the Canteen, 
was invited by a member of the squad 
to join them at their table.  This was a 
wonderful opportunity to chat informally 
with a group of recruits and has set the 
scene for a developing relationship.  

Week 7 was the end of the legal section of 
this groups training and it was particularly 
interesting to sit in and then be invited to 
participate in some scenario training.

Various different activities were set up in 
which the recruits were required to be 
either the arresting officer, the suspect or 
the observer.  Participating as the suspect 
in several scenarios was a lot of fun and 
gave the recruits a civilian rather than one 
of their colleagues to practise their arrest 
techniques.

It has been fascinating to see the great 
rapport in the squad and the support the 

recruits are giving to each other.  There 
have been a couple of recruits who 
experienced injuries while doing phys-
ical training and, notwithstanding one 
is a very attractive blonde girl, the other 
recruits are making sure they are assisted 
wherever necessary.

Being a Patron is a special experience and 
each Patron brings their own personal 
experience to the role. Not everyone 
would want to be an actor in a scenario!  
Patrons are  needed for future courses at the 
Academy and all it takes is an hour or two 
each week.  Please contact Michael Bleus 
at michael.bleus@bigpond.com  for more 
information and to offer your participation 
in this very worthwhile scheme.

Bettine Heathcote AM

Induction Day for Grey Squad 1 2016
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NEW OAA 
PRODUCTS

A5 LEATHER-LOOK  
COMPENDIUM  

NOTEBOOK  
& CALCULATOR

Order
        of  Australia
 Association

RETAIL $10  

RETAIL $40  

A compact, pocket-sized companion 
that includes notepad, calculator and 
pen with the OAA logo embossed on 
the front.  

These new items are now in stock and available for immediate delivery. 
Please refer to the merchandise order form contained in this publication.

The perfect travel & business companion 
embossed in gold-leaf with the OAA logo.
A compact item that includes calculator, 
watermarked notepad, internal zippered 
compartment, pocket for small tablet and others 
for business cards. Replacement notepads can 
also be ordered separately. (Pen not included).

HMAS SYDNEY II
I am very pleased to announce that Hesperian 
Press has published my latest book FINDING 
HMAS SYDNEY: A MEMOIR. Copies will be 
available in February 2016 at a cost of $30, 
and I will be arranging a book launch in 
Bunbury and Geraldton.

The book is a powerful and unique memoir 
which shines a light, not only on the true 
story of the search for HMAS Sydney and 
the German raider HSK Kormoran; but it 
also shines a light on a debilitating dementia 
called primary progressive aphasia and my 
husband’s battle with this dreadful disease. 

As a Director of the Finding Sydney Founda-
tion (now closed), and their representative on 
board the survey vessel, I was present when 
the wrecks were located by sonar and later filmed by a remote operating vehicle, this is a first-hand account. FINDING HMAS SYDNEY: A 
MEMOIR is a story of passion, persistence and deep love, and brings the human side to this enthralling account of the men and women involved.

In addition to the search for Sydney the book covers the search for the unknown sailor located on Christmas Island in 2006, the Commis-
sion of Inquiry by Justice Terrence Cole and finally, losing Victor, my husband of 42 years. In the final chapter ‘Loose ends’ I give a 
reasoned hypothesis for some of the outstanding issues surrounding the loss of Sydney.

Contact: Glenys McDonald AM JP 0408949794; glenys.mcdonald7@bigpond.com for further details.

About the author: Glenys has varied a career as a midwife, sports administrator, business woman and local government executive with her 
passion as a mother, researcher and ‘shipwreck hunter’. Her voluntary commitment to assist relatives of the men lost on HMAS Sydney II, is 
highlighted by her involvement in the development of the National HMAS Sydney II Memorial in Geraldton, the locating of the grave of the 
unknown sailor on Christmas Island, and finally in locating the wreck on 16 March 2008. However, it was her role as carer for her beloved 
husband Victor over his ten year battle with early onset dementia that brought her the most enlightenment, and ensured her ongoing passion 
to assist those on a similar journey. This is her second book. Her first book Seeking the Sydney: A Quest for Truth was short listed in the 2006 
WA Premier’s Book Awards and came third in the National Frank Broeze Maritime Museum’s Maritime History Prize in 2007.


