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REGISTRATION AND CONFERENCE PAYMENTS
Please select your Activities/Functions/Tours options for each person by indicating with an X beside the members or guest option

REGISTRATION FEES

Early bird by 13 January 2017 $90pp Member Guest Total $

After 13 January 2017 $110pp Member Guest Total $

TRANSPORT   
(Please indicate your coach transport needs as follows)

Premier’s reception / Welcome dinner $10pp Member Guest Total $

Governor’s reception $10pp Member Guest Total $

ACTIVITIES/FUNCTIONS

Thursday 20 April 

9.00am QUT Gardens Point tour $15pp Member Guest Total $

4.00pm Premier’s reception Free Member Guest 

6.00pm Welcome dinner $79pp Member Guest Total $ 

Friday 21 April

9.00am Conference Forum $12pp Member Guest Total $

12.00noon Informal lunch Pullman Brisbane $40pp Member Guest Total $

2.00pm National Oration Free Member Guest 

5.00pm Proposed Governor’s reception 
(Limited numbers apply) Free Member Guest 

Saturday 22 April

9.00am Association AGM Free Member Guest 

10.30am Members Forum Free Member Guest  

12.00noon Informal lunch, Pullman Brisbane $40pp Member Guest Total $

1.30pm Regional Groups Forum Free Member Guest 

6.00pm Conference dinner $155pp Member Guest Total $

Sunday 23 April

9.00am Memorial Service Free Member Guest 

10.00am Morning tea City Hall $16pp Member Guest Total $

10.30am City Hall tours Free Member Guest 

12.00noon Farewell lunch Pullman Brisbane $75pp Member Guest Total $ 

PRE-CONFERENCE TOURS

Monday 17 April  
Toowoomba & Darling Downs 2-day tour
With single supplement:

 
$280pp
$335pp

 
Member
Member

 
Guest 
Guest

 
Total $
Total $

Wednesday 19 April  
Mt Tamborine and Gold Coast 1-day tour

 
$85pp

 
Member 

 
Guest 

 
Total $

POST-CONFERENCE TOUR

Monday 24 April  
Sunshine Coast 1-day tour

 
$85pp

 
Member 

 
Guest 

 
Total $

FULL REGISTRATION FEE:  TOTAL $

PLEASE SEND COMPLETED FORM TO:  
Registrar, 2017 OAA Conference, Unit 1, 12 Kinnard Street, Ashgrove 4060  OR  Email:  sefraser@tpg.com.au
Payment options are:
1.   By cheque to OAA Conference 2017, with registration form.
2.   EFT to WestPac  BSB:  032-719  Account No. 508653  Ref: Please include your name and initials
3.   Credit Card:  Mastercard        Visa Card  

      No.  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __    Expiry date  ___________ / ___________    CVV No.  __________________________

      Cardholder name  _______________________________________   Signature  _____________________________   Date  _________________________

          

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

CHAIRMAN’S 
REPORT
The Western Australian Branch of the Association was 
delighted that our Patron, Her Excellency the Honourable Kerry 
Sanderson, Governor of Western Australia, was raised to the 
rank of Companion of the Order in the Queen’s Birthday list. 

The only other AC in the list for Western Australia was to 
the Honourable Justice Carmel McClure, another cause for 
celebration with all other Queen’s Birthday recipients.

The Association has continued its busy, and successful, 
programme:

• Curtin University hosted a reception for new awardees in 
The Order of Australia named in the Queen’s birthday list. 
The event was led by Vice Chancellor Deborah Terry, AO. 
The University professionalism and staff attention to detail 
ensured the reception was superbly presented, for which 
we are most grateful. Former Federal MP and Australian 
hockey champion, Mr Ric Charlesworth AO, gave the 
address on behalf of the recipients.

• The Association’s Annual Dinner, a black tie event, was 
held at the Royal Perth Golf Club in September. The Club’s 
staff and professionalism ensured a very well presented 
event for over 100 of our members, with an outstanding 
three-course meal. The address was given by Dr Stephen 
Langford, Director of Medical Services, Royal Flying Doctor 
Service in Western Australia, Adjunct Professor in Medical 
Sciences at Edith Cowan University – The best for the bush: 
striving for excellence in aeromedical care for rural Western 
Australia. (His most interesting address can be viewed on 
our website and see associated article in this Magazine). 
Her Excellency the Governor proposed the toast to The 
Order, showing in her remarks her knowledge of The Order, 
the Association, its activities and her support of same.

• The Police Mentoring programme at the Western 
Australian Police Academy continues.

• We are in the process of wrapping up our considerable 
input to the Careers Guidance program with a “Careers 
Development Case Study” portal within the Government of 
Western Australia’s Department’s of Training and Workforce 
Development’s Careers Centre Website.

• By invitation of Her Excellency the Governor,

• The Association presented a display and stand at the post-
investiture reception at Government House to promote the 
Association and membership, and

• We will be again represented at the Government House 
open day in October.

• On the agenda for our next Committee meeting are three 
new project proposals being developed by two of our 
Committee members.

• Our Christmas lunch will be held in early December.

• The South West and Great Southern groups are each 
hosting December gatherings.

• Our AGM will be combined with a breakfast gathering in 
February 2017.

• In March 2017 the Parliament of Western Australia, through 
the good offices of the President and the Speaker, will host our 
reception for the Australia Day recipients of awards in the Order.

By any measure a busy programme for a wholly voluntary 
organisation, and one that can only be achieved because we 
have a most wonderful committee, all members of which are 
conscientious workers for the cause and wholly reliable in 
their respective roles.

Best wishes,

 
Chairman, Western Australia.

COMING EVENTS
CHRISTMAS DINNER
Western Australian Branch has Scheduled the annual Christmas 
dinner for Thursday the 1st of December 2016.12pm for 12.30pm 
at the Bull Creek RAAFA. 

GREAT SOUTHERN 
BRANCH
Great Southern Branch has scheduled the Christmas Church 
Service at the Albany Uniting Church, Duke St, Albany followed 
by a festive Lunch, Sunday 20th November 2016, to be held at the 
Motel Le Grande. Jan Savage will be sending invitations out shortly.

SOUTH WEST BRANCH
South West Branch has scheduled the Christmas Dinner for 
Thursday 8th of December 2016. This event will be held at the 
historic Rose Hotel, Bunbury.

MEMBER BENEFITS
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST…
A post-conference cruise has been offered to The Order of 
Australia Association Members as a group booking subject 
to a minimum of 10 booked cabins (mixture of cabin types). 
The cruise is proposed to depart Brisbane 25 April 2017 
onboard P&O’s Pacific Dawn with a one day stop at Airlie 
Beach on the 27 April 2017 and return to Brisbane 29/04/17.

Costs from $742.00 per person twin share inside cabin 
to $1,290.00 per person twin share Mini-suite cabin with 
balcony

In the first instance, response name/address/contact details 
are sought by 1 December 2016 to gauge interest in a 
group booking. If there is sufficient interest, your details 
will be forwarded to the travel company to contact you 
directly.

Contact Deputy Chairman jmck1279@bigpond.net.au 
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ANNUAL DINNER
Our Annual Dinner of the West Australian Branch of the Order was held at the Royal Perth 
Golf Club, 14 September 2016. The dinner was a grand event attended by our Patron, Her 
Excellency the Honourable Kerry Sanderson AC, Governor of Western Australia, there 
being in excess of 100 members present. 

Our guest speaker for the evening was D. Stephen Langford, Senior Medical Officer of 
the Royal Flying Doctor Service. An abbreviated lead-in portion of Dr Langford’s speech 
appears here. The full speech can be found on the WA Branch website.

At the time that I joined the Royal flying Doctor Service in Port Hedland the IBM PC had 
only just been launched. There were no mobile phones, no internet, no email. We used HF 
radio to talk to remote communities, made STD calls and had telex and telegrams. 

We flew unpressurized piston aircraft. There was no GPS, weather radar, or satellite phones. 
When we flew out at night over vast deserts of the Pilbara, it was completely black. We had 
the throb of the engines and a few stars to keep us company as our pilot followed a compass 
heading, “dead-reckoning” in the hope that in an hour or two, when you had travelled the right 
distance, you would see the glimmer of lights at the small community you were heading for. 

When we reached our patient there was a limit to the level of advanced care we could provide. Most sophisticated anaesthetic and 
intensive care equipment could only be used in hospitals with mains power, or had not been invented yet. There was just the Doctor, nurse 
and pilot to sort out one or more patients, using experience and clinical judgement. 

Over the years, since then, there have been many external developments in communication technology, medicine and aviation. Where 
possible we have been early adopters. Often we have needed to customize or modify them to suit our environment. But many times we 
have done our own in-house R&D to achieve a solution. 

In clinical medicine we have developed a substantial corpus of knowledge about how to 
manage patients in remote areas and during aeromedical retrieval. Over vast distances and 
centralized hospital services in WA have necessitated that we adapt.

Much of this innovation and ingenuity in WA has not been publicized. So I have written a 
book about it. “The Leading Edge, Innovation, technology and people in Australia’s Royal 
Flying Doctor Service” Available at book stores and online.

1. To enjoy the rest of Dr Stephen’s lengthy address please go to the WA Branch website.

Her Excellency the Honourable Kerry Sanderson AC with Mr. Bill Hassell AM Chairman of WA Branch of the Order.

Guest Speaker at the Annual Dinner Dr. Stephen Langford

Check out our website  
www.theorderofaustralia.asn.au

WA BRANCH
OFFICE-HOLDERS 
& COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS
Patron 
Her Excellency  
Hon Kerry Sanderson AO

Chairman 
Bill Hassell AM JP

Secretary 
Professor Robin Watts AM

Treasurer 
Ian Williams AO

Committee 
MAJGEN Barry Nunn AO RFD ED
Michael Bleus OAM
Mark Bonsor AO CSC
Bettine Heathcote AM
Professor Odwyn Jones AO
Helen Smith OAM
Terence Barritt OAM

Regional Coordinators
South West Region 
Mrs Glenys McDonald AM

Great Southern Region 
Mr Ken Pech AM JP

Contact Information
WABranch@theorderofaustralia.asn.au

Mail: PO Box 4222,   
 MOSMAN PARK  WA  6912
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RECEPTION FOR NEW OOA  
QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY AWARDEES
The reception was held at  Curtin University, hosted by 
Vice Chancellor Deborah Terry, AO. 

Address by Vice Chancellor, 
Deborah Terry

Good afternoon, everyone, and welcome 
to this very special event. 

There are many distinguished guests with 
us here this afternoon but can I especially 
acknowledge:

Mr Bill Hassell AM - Chairman, WA 
Branch of the Order of Australia 
Association

The Honourable Kim Beazley, AC, former 
Australian Ambassador to the US 

Our 2016 WA Order of Australia Honours 
recipients 

Members and Affiliates of the Association; 
Ladies and Gentlemen 

On behalf of Curtin University, I am 
delighted to be hosting a welcome to 
the WA Order of Australia recipients in 
the 2016 Queen’s Birthday Honours. 
Can I take this opportunity to thank the 
WA Branch of the Order of Australia 
Association. You certainly made me 
feel very welcome when I received my 
honours this time last year and, as a group, 
you do a wonderful job of supporting our 
community and promoting the awards. 

For us as a University, one of the most 
important ways that we judge our success 
is through the achievements and the impact 
of our graduates.  It is critical that our 
graduates have the knowledge, the skills, 
and the perspectives needed to drive our 
future economic and social prosperity. 
In other words, our goal is to ensure that 

our graduates not only have the skills they 
need to be successful in their careers, but 
that they have the capacity to help lead 
and shape the future.  And that they do 
this in a way that strengthens our social 
fabric; reinforces the importance of a strong 
civil society; and improves the economic 
prospects for both individuals and 
communities. So, if we want to judge how 
well we are doing as a University, it is hard 
to look beyond recognition by an Order of 
Australia honour. In a sense, it is the most 
prestigious of all awards because it comes 
from one’s peers; because it celebrates 
outstanding contributions in all walks of 
life; and because it recognises those efforts 
that make us a stronger, fairer and more 
just society. When I was preparing for 
today’s event, I did a quick tally of how 
many current or former Curtin staff and 
alumni have been recipients of the Order of 
Australia. And there are around 50 current 
or former staff and over 100 known alumni 
who have received awards, in addition to 
over 60 members of University Council and 
Honorary degree recipients.

We are a relatively young university – 
next year we celebrate 50 years since our 
predecessor institution, the WA Institute 
of Technology, was established. But, on 
the many metrics that we, as universities, 
follow so closely, we are doing well: We 
are now ranked in the top two per cent of 
universities in the world. We have been 
named, in terms of research, as Australia’s 
fastest moving and most collaborative 
university And we have been, for a 
number of years now, WA’s destination of 
choice for university applicants, But it is 
the recognition of our alumni and our staff 
that goes to the very core of our mission 
and of our impact. 

John Curtin, after whom our university is 
so proudly named, captured this point so 
eloquently, when he wrote and I quote: 
“The great university… should look ever 
forward and ... above all things, the 
University must have a soul” The first 
recipient of an Order of Australia among 
our staff was Dr Walter Neal in 1982, who 
was, very appropriately, recognised for 
services to education.

Dr Neal was Chairman of the WA Post-

Secondary Education Commission and the 
Founding Dean of our School of Education. 
Recipients also include: Professor Robin 
Watts who was recognised in 2010 for her 
services to nurse education and evidence-
based health care. As a young nurse 
at Princess Margaret Hospital in 1963, 
Robin Watts marched along St George’s 
Terrace calling for nursing to be treated 
like other health professions and be taught 
at universities as it was in other countries. 
And Emeritus Professor Odwyn Jones who 
was recognized in 2006 for his service to 
the mining industry and to the Kalgoorlie-
Boulder community. Odwyn headed up 
the WA’s School of Mines from 1976 to 
1991. The founder of the Curtin University 
Sustainability Policy (CUSP) Institute, 
Professor Peter Newman was recognised 
last year for contributions to science 
education, urban design and transport 
sustainability.

And, also last year, alumnus and staff 
member Associate Professor Edward 
Wilkes was recognised for distinguished 
service to the Indigenous community in 
public health, welfare and the provision 
of legal support services. We were very 
proud to have a number of Curtin alumni, 
staff and patrons named in the 2016 
Queens Birthday list.

These include Associate Professor Iain 
Murray who has been recognised for 
his significant work in helping blind and 
vision-impaired people gain employment 
in technology-based industries And Ian 
Fletcher, a highly valued Patron of the WA 
School of Mines and former University 
Council members, who was recognized 
for his significant contributions to the 
mining industry. 

Can I once again thank you Bill and the 
WA Branch of the Order of Australia 
Association for all the work that you 
do on behalf of us all. And my warm 
congratulations to all of the 2016 
WA recipients of Order of Australia 
recipients named in the 2016 Queen’s 
Birthday Honours. We are in awe of your 
achievements and hope that you all, very 
justifiably, enjoy tonight’s event and the 
more formal recognition at Government 
House next month.

Thank you.

Vice Chancellor Deborah Terry, AO


