
Rex Kerrison was the guest speaker at the 
May Southern Tasmania Region of OAA. 
He co-authored with Richard Johnson the 
recently released history of the May Queen 
titled �SV May Queen � A Grand Survivor�. 
The authors were invited by the May Queen 
Trust to write the history to celebrate the 
restoration of this the grand lady�s survival.

The May Queen was designed and built in 
1867 at Franklin on the Huon River. Her 
hull is Tasmanian blue gum and stringy 
bark, her deck is of Tasmanian celery pine 
and her spars are of imported Oregon. She 
has a shallow draft to allow her to enter 

cargo to Hobart. She is the oldest sail trading 
vessel in Australia and is only one of four 

world. Her working life spanned a century 
of changes in Tasmania and her cargoes 
showed the changes in the communities 
that she served.

May Queen has been awarded World Ship 
Trust Maritime Heritage status, joining such 
famous vessels as the Cutty Sark and Great 
Britain. Her story also highlights many 
aspects of early Tasmanian craftsmanship 
and life in colonial times.

in Constitution Dock, Hobart is testimony to 
those tireless and dedicated members of the 
May Queen Trust who lovingly restored the 
May Queen. 

Sue Cox AM

The following new Branch members who 
have joined in the past six months are warmly 
welcomed and it is sincerely hoped that their 
membership brings them enjoyment, and 
camaraderie with fellow members. 

Mr Paul A. Richards AM, Mr Geoffrey G. 
Butler AM, Mrs Leila J. Nichols OAM, The 
Hon R. John Beswick AM, Mr Trevor D Clark 
OAM, Mr Micheal G. Knipe AM.

New awardees, members and guests at the Branch Post-Investiture Dinner.

Following the afternoon investiture of new recipients of awards at Government House 
the Branch has a dinner to congratulate and celebrate with those recognised for their 
contributions to our society. More than 150 members and guests gathered at The Royal Yacht 
Club of Tasmania to hear of the details of the Australia Day 2015 awardees. Mr Tim Bugg AM 
was the entertaining and informative guest speaker.



THE NATIONAL MAGAZINE OF THE ORDER OF AUSTRALIA ASSOCIATION

Patron 
Her Excellency Professor the 
Honourable Kate Warner AM, 
Governor of Tasmania

Chairman:  
Mr Noel Viney OAM (North-West)

Deputy Chairman:  
Mr Clive D Lee AM ASM (North); 

Secretary:  
Mrs Maureen Rudge OAM JP (South)

Treasurer:  
Mr Noel Ruddock AM ASM (South)

Tasmanian Director  
on the National Board 
Dr John Thorne AM JP  (South)

Committee:  
Dr Frank Madill AM (North);  
Mrs Thérèse von Samorzewski OAM 
(North);  
Mr John Pease OAM (North-West); 
Mrs Betty Hite OAM (North-West) 
Mr Alastair Douglas OAM (South);  
Mrs Sue Cox AM (South);  
Mr Terry Mather OAM (South)

Entertainment and Convention Centre on 8 June 2015.

The day was excellent weather-wise and the camaraderie in the room added to the 
warmth. Her Excellency, Professor The Honourable Kate Warner AM and Mr. Richard 
Warner delighted us all with their friendliness and hospitality. Her Excellency�s address 
was very well received as she spoke on her life in the world of �Law�. It was full of 
interest which also included the light touch of humour. A gift of a hand carved Huon 
Pine Cottage was presented to Her Excellency on our behalf by the State Chairman, 
Noel Viney OAM.

It is with sadness that we have received 
the resignation from long serving member 
of the Association and past Northern 
Region president Pat Igoe AM. Pat�s great 
contribution to the Association has been 
much valued and we will be presenting her 

Northern Region.

Recent changes in the organisation have 
seen Noel Viney OAM elected as Branch 
Chairman, Clive Lee AM as Deputy 
Chairman and Dr John Thorne AM 
appointed as Tasmanian Director on the 
National Board. Alastair Douglas OAM is a 
new National Treasurer. 

A pleasant afternoon tea at the vineyard of Josef 
Chromy OAM was enjoyed by 27 members 
and partners on Thursday 21st of May. Joe with 
the assistance of his nephew gave an interesting 
talk on his life and achievements. His restaurant 
is a superb venue for such an event.

Recently joined member, John Watson 
AM was presented with a �Tasmanian 

President�s Award for Excellence� at a 

night in Launceston on April 21, 2015. 
The President, Anne-Marie Martin, noted 
John�s involvement with CPA over the 
years both in Australia and overseas. Earlier 

and a meritorious service award for his 
contributions. 

We hope all members have taken the 

which accompanied the most recent 
addition of �The Order�. Furthermore we 
hope that members will make every effort 
to identify those in our community whose 
achievements and contributions are worthy 
of recognition, and nominate them for an 
Order of Australia award.

Members and partners are invited to our 
next luncheon at the Invermay Bowls Club 
on Thursday, 25 June at 12:30 AM. The guest 
speaker will be Graeme Barwick OAM who 
will tell us the story of his motor odyssey 
across the Nullarbor in a vintage Buick.

Two future events will include a tour of 
the Royal Flying Doctor Service facility at 
Western Junction, and special talk from 
Professor Nigel Forteath AM. Members are 
asked to make note these dates in their 
diaries.

Frank Madill AM



When people say they have spent their 
entire life in a particular enterprise or 
situation, they really mean most of their 
life. But in Clive Lee�s case, he is entirely 
entitled to claim a lifetime�s involvement 
in sport. Born at 3.30pm on the 26th of 
March 1926 on a foggy afternoon at Leigh-
on-Sea in Essex in England, he was a paid 
up member of the South End and County 
Harriers Club three and a half hours later at 
7pm that day. He has been a club member, 

vast number of sports and sporting bodies 
around the world ever since. His father 
Bertie was a sweets factory owner manager 
and then a sporting manager athlete and 
administrator during his working life. His 
mother was a school teacher. They were 
both better than average tennis players 
having won the Essex County Mixed 
Doubles Championships three years in a 
row in the early 1930�s. Although Clive�s 
mother is reported to have said that �he 
was born in a fog and stayed in it�, Clive 
showed great early aptitude for athletics 
and soccer. However the administrative 
aspect of his club became a greater 
interest than regular hard training, and in 
his teenage years he set the foundation 
for an extraordinary future in sports 
management.

Clive initially worked in banking. He 
moved to Australia arriving on the 12th 
of October 1957 with his wife and family. 
Prior to leaving the UK for Australia, he was 
an active administrator and competitor in 
athletics, soccer, rugby union, refereeing, 
cycling, hockey and tennis. Knowledge 
of his involvement in sport and his 
administrative ability preceded him � the 

having joined a New South Wales western 
suburbs athletic club before he left the UK. 
He continued in banking for three years 
and then worked at Sydney University.

The list of administrative roles undertaken 
by Clive Lee during his lifetime is huge. 

Games was in London in 1948 when as a 
volunteer - he raked the long jump pit. He 
attended the Helsinki games in 1952 as a 
spectator, but after immigrating to Australia 
he attended the Olympic Games from 
1972 through till 2000, in the different 
roles of administrative assistant to the 
Australian Athletic Team and consultant 
of the Australian Olympic Committee. He 
was the Australia delegate and head of 
delegation to the International Amateur 
Athletic Federation (IAAF � the world 
controlling body) from 1974 to 1989 and 
was part of the organising committee of the 
1981 World Cup of athletics which was 
held in Canberra. 

Clive was one of 4 people who formed the 

to Surf fun run in Sydney. In 1971 there 

and last year there were over 65000. Clive 
continued on the City to Surf committee 
until 1990. 

Clive was involved in many Commonwealth 

over many many years. His name is on 
the honours roll of Athletics Australia and 
he has a long list of life memberships 
- Athletics Australia, Athletics NSW,
International Amateur Athletic Association,

Oceania Amateur Athletics Federation
being just a few. He has been described
by all who have worked with him as an
outstanding administrator and a great
servant to athletics worldwide.

Clive has innumerable stories of many 
wonderful experiences in his sporting 
administration life. His meeting with The 
Duke of Edinburgh as he left the closing 
ceremony of the 1962 Perth British 
Commonwealth Empire Games was 
memorable in that a spectator jumped the 

fence and the Duke remarked to a surprised 
Clive �what a bloody idiot�; not your usual 
royal comment, Clive thought. In Moscow 
in 1990 his delegation was given a tour 
of the Kremlin. The heat was extreme and 
they were unable to get anything to drink, 
Clive asked the tour guide where the nearest 
nightclub was and was told �Helsinki�.

Clive was made a Member of the Order of 
Australia in 1990 at which time he joined 
The Order of Australia Association. He 
has been a life member since 2000 and 
is currently the Chairman of the Northern 
Region of the Association in Tasmania and 
the Deputy Chairman of the Tasmanian 
Branch. He was awarded the Australian 
Sports Medal (ASM) in 2000.

During his nearly 90 years, Clive Ditton 
Lee has distinguished himself in the world 
of amateur sport. His contribution has been 
immense. 

Frank Madill AM


