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ORDER OF AUSTRALIA 

        VICTORIA BRANCH 
“fostering love of and pride in Australian citizenship” 

 
 
 
Editor's message  

 

Welcome to the Summer edition and the fourth and final 
E-newsletter for the year. What a year it has been; a truly 

changing one not only in terms of weather but also what 
the Victoria Branch and the National has gone through. 

As Heraklitus of Ephesus once said “The change is the 
only constant”. That was 5th century BC. I was lucky 

enough to go to Ephesus when I was a small child and 

many times after that. To see that once a bustling 
metropolis of quarter of a million people almost totally 

covered by several metres of earth being slowly uncovered 
makes one understand Heraklitus better. 

 
 

 

 
The busy October and November months with AGMs [Annual General Meeting] 

have now resulted in some changes in the leadership team and these are 
outlined later. The Victorian Branch’s AGM is covered in some detail, 
including the Chair’s report and photos of the Annual Luncheon.  

The draft timetable for the contributions to the E-Newsletter and The Order 
are also included in the following pages for future reference. The draft was 

tabled at the Regional Groups meeting on 22 November and seemed to have 
been met with acceptance.  

In this issue there are contributions from almost all Regional Groups which is 
rather pleasing. Hopefully this trend will continue. I am indebted to Fred & 
Irene Harrington OAMs and Helene Bender OAM for their invaluable support 

in the production of this bumper Christmas edition of the E-Newsletter.  

It is now only few more weeks to Christmas and New Year and I wish you and 

your families all a happy and healthy festive season and look forward to your 
readership in 2018; a year full of promises, including the Centenary of end of 

WWI. An exciting new travel project to commemorate the Centenary of Anzac 
in the Western Front is in the planning stage. Watch this space.  

 

Dr John Basarin OAM 
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Chair's message 

 

We were thrilled that 96 guests 

enjoyed lunch at the Kooyong 
Lawn Tennis Club to hear from 

Professor Geoffrey Blainey AC in 
October.  This was the first in 

the Melbourne Central Regional 
Group’s [MCRG] luncheon series 
and is complemented by evening 

networking evenings in 
Melbourne for Honour 

recipients who live and work in 
the CBD.   

 

   L-R: Prof. Geoffrey Blainey AC, Diane James 

AM and Trevor Clark OAM 
 

We congratulate Trevor Clark OAM on his appointment as Chairman of the 
MCRG and wish him well in reinvigorating this important group.  I hope 
existing members who have not attended events in recent times will support 

the group by attending one of the forthcoming lunches or evening events next 
year. 

 
I was delighted to meet former Australian Idol winner, Natalie Gauchi at 

another Melbourne Central event in the CBD in October.  Natalie very 
graciously agreed to sing the National Anthem at our AGM Luncheon in 
November and I’m sure guests at the lunch will find her to be delightful.  Our 

thanks to former Victoria Branch Chair, David Mann OAM, for arranging 
Natalie’s attendance. 

 
One of the privileges of chairing our branch is the opportunity to attend the 

Government House Investitures.  It was fascinating to attend in a different 
capacity and observe the back of house logistics prior to each investiture.  The 
program runs like a well-oiled machine, with most impressive attention to 

detail and timing.  Our Governor is a genuinely congenial host of this event 
and I am sure the Queen’s Birthday Honours recipients personally felt her 

warmth and enthusiasm as they each received their Honour. 
 

May I take this opportunity to wish all of our Association members a safe, 
happy and healthy Christmas, and thank you for your generous contributions 
to fulfilling our mission of fostering pride in, and love of, our Australian 

citizenship. 
 

 
Diane James AM  
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Victoria Branch Office 
Holders& Committee Members- 

2018 
 
Patron 

The Governor of Victoria 
Her Excellency The Hon. Linda 

Dessau AC 
 
Chair 

Diane James AM 
chairvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au 

 
Deputy Chair [Metropolitan] 

Dr John Basarin OAM 
Deputy Chair [Country] 
Duncan Stalker OAM 

 
Secretary 

Fred Harrington OAM 
secvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au 

Honorary Treasurer 
Wayne Myers OAM 

 
Regional Groups Co-ordinator 
Fred Harrington OAM 

 
Editor 

Dr John Basarin OAM 
editor@theorderofaustralia.asn.au 

Events Co-ordinator 
Christine Unsworth AM 
Committee 

Ms Cathy Roth OAM 
Ms Helene Bender OAM 

Mr Neil Soullier OAM 
Dr Michael Kennedy OAM 

William Lye OAM  
 
Immediate Past Chair 

Paul Wheelton AM KSJ 
 

Co-opted Members 
Membership Secretary 

Tony Smith OAM 
National Merchandise Officer 
Mr Richard Rozen OAM 

Branch website 
www.theorderofaustralia.asn.au/VIC 

Chairs of Regional Groups - 
2018 

 
Barwon:  
Peter Doak OAM 

 
Central Highlands: 

Jean Wise OAM 
 

Eastern Suburbs: 
Barbara Thompson OAM 
 

Gippsland: 
tba 

 
Loddon-Campaspe: 

John Higgs OAM 
 
Mallee: 

Vernon Knight AM 
 

Melbourne Central: 
Trevor Clark OAM 

 
Mornington Peninsula: 
Brian Stahl OAM JP 

 
NE & Goulburn Valley: 

Barbara Thomas OAM 
 

North Central Suburbs: 
Fred Harrington OAM 

 
South Central Suburbs: 
Ross Newton OAM 

 
SW Victoria: 

Dr Peter Habersberger AM RFD 
 

Western Suburbs: 
John Ravenhall AM 

mailto:chairvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au
mailto:secvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au
mailto:chairvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au
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Upcoming Events  
Victoria Branch 

2017 
 
December 

 

Wednesday 20 December – Jointly with Friends of Gallipoli Inc 

Commemoration ceremony of coming of peace to Gallipoli, between the 

ANZACs and the Turks- 12 noon at the Shrine of Remembrance with the 
attendance of former Prime Minister the Hon. Julia Gillard AC. For further 

information contact Dr John Basarin OAM, jbasarin.oaavic@gmail.com  

 

2018 
 

January 
 

Friday 26th January: Australia Day Flag Lowering Ceremony. 

March Past and Flag Lowering Ceremony at The Shrine of Remembrance, St 
Kilda Road, Melbourne commencing at 4:00 pm 

For further details contact Fred Harrington OAM, OAA State Secretary at 

secvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au 

 
February  

 

Friday 23 February:  Inspiring Australians Oration  

Susan Alberti AC, known for her tireless work to find a cure for diabetes, 

has recently been named as the 2017 Melbournian of the Year. Susan has 

agreed to present the 2018 Inspiring Australian's Oration. This event is to 
be held at Deakin Edge Federation Square on Friday 23 February 2018 

commencing at 11:00am.   
Admission is by ticket only at no cost. Tickets can only be obtained by 

making a booking via the website:  www.trybooking.com/267521. 
Members should note that the venue, Deakin Edge, has specified a 
maximum number of seats available and once that number is reached the 

Trybooking site will be closed and no further bookings can be made. 
For further details contact Fred Harrington OAM, Victoria Branch 

Secretary at secvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au 

 
Friday 23rd: Adjourned Annual General Meeting. 

To facilitate the transition of the Victoria Branch financial year to align 

with the National financial year the Annual General Meeting held on 22 
November was adjourned until Friday 23rd February 2018 and will be held 

in conjunction with the Inspiring Australians Oration. A formal notice will 
be emailed to members with email addresses and a hard copy will be sent 

to the 400 members who do not have/have not provided email addresses. 
For further details contact Fred Harrington OAM, Victoria Branch Secretary 
at secvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au  

http://www.trybooking.com/267521
mailto:secvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au
mailto:secvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au
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June 
 

June 14: Melbourne Winter Masterpieces 2018 MoMA at NGV 

OAA members and friends are invited to attend the annual visit to NGV to 

view the 2018 Melbourne Winter Masterpieces exhibition featuring works 
from The Museum of Modern Art, New York. 

  
The exhibition will include works by Paul Cézanne, Salvador Dali, Marcel 

Duchamp, Henri Matisse, Piet Mondrian, Pablo Picasso, Jackson Pollock, 
Mark Rothko and Vincent van Gogh. 

  
As with previous visits the event will commence with a lecture about MoMA 

at 11.00am, then on to a viewing of the exhibition and followed by lunch in 
the Café Vic. 
  

Further details to be available in the next OAA E-Newsletter early in 2018. 

 

Upcoming Events   
Regional Groups 

2017 
 
December - No events reported for this edition. 

 

2018 

 
March 
 

Tuesday 6th: Melbourne Central 

Networking meeting to be held at Victorian Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, Collins St Melbourne 6:00 pm and 8:00pm. For bookings or further 

information contact Trevor Clark OAM at tclark@bigpond.net.au 

Tuesday 20th: Regional Groups meeting. 

The meeting is to be held between 1:00pm and 3:00pm at the RACV Club, 501 

Bourke St Melbourne following a lunch commencing at 12 Noon at the RACV. 

 

July 
 

Tuesday 17th: Regional Groups meeting. 

The meeting is to be held between 1:00pm and 3:00pm at the RACV Club, 501 

Bourke St Melbourne following a lunch commencing at 12 Noon at the RACV. 

 

  



December 2017 | Issue # 13 

 

 6 

News from the National Committee 
 

Since the September edition of the Victoria Branch e-
Newsletter the National Board has met via 

teleconference in October and face-to-face in November 
in Sydney. 

A new look user friendly website was demonstrated at 
the meeting and approved in principle with an updated 
version being available early next year for sign-off and 

then going live, there will be further information 
available after our February 2018 Board meeting in 

Melbourne. 
 

Prior to the November National meeting all Branches had the opportunity to 
review the Chart of Accounts; these were adopted noting appropriate changes 
from the Branches and will be operational from January 1, 2018 using Xero. 

 
The National Strategic Plan has been endorsed as an ‘overview’ document for 

further development of an implementation action plan. The plan will be 
circulated to Branches for their feedback regarding implementation, and also 

noting the importance of regional groups to Branches. 
 
Thanks to the efficiency of the our National Membership Officer Heather Willis 

in the Canberra Office, and the hard work of our Branch Membership 
Secretary Tony Smith OAM it is pleasing to see the growth in Victoria 

membership.  This is due in part to the follow up of un-financial members by 
the Branch and where needed the Regional Groups. 

 
The National Board in preparing the 2018 Budget has looked at opportunities 

to increase income and reduce expenditure without reducing the level of 
service. One area of high expenditure is printing and mailing The Order 
magazine at a cost of $100,000 per year; 50% is printing and 50% is postage 

at a bulk favourable rate. A range of options to reduce the cost of The Order 
have been discussed. Noting approximately 60% of our members have 

registered an email address with the National Office we ask what percentage of 
these members would be willing to receive their copy of The Order by E-Copy 

starting with the February 2018 Edition. You will have received an email from 
National and read an article in the November 2017 edition of The Order 
regarding this issue. If you want to receive the E-Copy please email 

secnational@theorderofaustralia.asn.au replying YES then the database will 
be updated accordingly. 

 
In September our National Membership Secretary Patrick Galligan OAM from 

Queensland resigned for health reasons and Dr Michael Kennedy OAM from 
Victoria Branch was elected to fill the vacancy. We look forward to discussing 
and implementing membership strategy options early 2018. 

 
Helene Bender OAM 

Victoria Branch Representative 
 

mailto:secnational@theorderofaustralia.asn.au
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News from the Victoria Branch Committee 
 

Annual General Meeting 2017 
 
The 2017 Annual General meeting was held on Wednesday 22 November 

commencing at 11:00 at the William Angliss Institute. Below find the Chair’s 
Report as well as some photos from the AGM and the Annual Luncheon.  

 
CHAIR’S REPORT –2017 AGM 
 
It has been a great privilege to take over the role of Victoria Branch Chairman 
from Paul Wheelton AM KSJ in September this year following his election as 

Deputy Chairman of the National Council. We are indebted to Paul for the 
legacy he has left and I am acutely aware of the shoes I have to fill.   As you 
will appreciate, I have been in this role for barely three months, and many of 

the projects I will report on were achieved under the chairmanship of Paul, so 
I attribute that success to Paul’s leadership during his nearly two year-period 

in the role. I also pay tribute to the outstanding members of the Victoria 
Branch who are the reason I took on this role - as you expect with most 

Honour recipients, they are extremely dedicated and hard-working. 
 
During the year, the Victoria Branch facilitated a number of events, a 

highlight being The Inspiring Australians Oration. This was a highly successful 
event with our wonderful Governor of Victoria, the Hon Linda Dessau AC, 

giving a most poignant and inspiring inaugural Oration. 
 

Outgoing Treasurer, Julian Stock AM, facilitated yet another sell-out event at 
The National Gallery Victoria. We thank him for his service and welcome 
Wayne Myers OAM as our new Treasurer. Our branch has asked Wayne to 

focus on the future financial sustainability of our committee, ensuring we 
maintain a strong base from which to fund our operations and activities. 

 
Other events throughout the year included the Australia Day Flag Lowering 

service at The Shrine, for which we thank Max Chester OAM. The New 
Awardees function at the Alex Theatre in August, so generously sponsored and 
hosted by the theatre owner, Alex Vass. 

 
These events would not happen without the expertise of Christine Unsworth 

AM and we thank Christine for her dedication and commitment to ensuring 
excellence in the running of all our events. 

 
I’d like to acknowledge the support I receive from our Deputy Chairs: Duncan 
Stalker OAM, Deputy Chair Country and Dr John Basarin OAM, Deputy Chair 

Metropolitan. 
 

2017 saw the awarding of our first Scholarship to a promising young 
Victorian, Jordan Eitler, via the OAA Foundation. This has resulted in a 

tangible benefit for us as members of the Association - we can see firsthand 
the results of our scholarship donation as Jordan is a regular attendee at our 

events. We thank the North East Victoria & Goulbourn Valley regional group 
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for their contribution to our Victoria Branch scholarship. We were pleased to 
announce our next scholarship will be fully funded with a generous donation 
by the family of the late Jack Joel OAM. 

 
The work of Richard Rozen OAM and Neil Soullier OAM sourcing and 

managing our merchandise continues to provide us with a steady revenue 
stream, as well as constantly updated seasonal items for sale. 

 
One of the great privileges of the role Chairman is to attend the Government 
House Investiture on behalf of the Victoria Branch. These occasions are all the 

more poignant due to the genuine warmth and interest shown by our 
Governor, and it is a delight to experience this from behind the scenes. 

 
Much of the work of the OAA is carried out by the 13 regional groups across 

the State. The Victoria Branch Committee is here to support those regional 
groups whether it is or be through policy development or interpretation, 
guidance, or just providing the glue that brings it all together. We’ve been 

pleased to see some outstanding Regional Group events and it’s pleasing to 
see members of Victoria Branch participating in many of these, as guests and 

as speakers. The Regional Groups Co-ordinator, Fred Harrington OAM, 
provides excellent leadership and support to our groups and we thank him for 

convening the group meetings throughout the year. 
 
Can I acknowledge the work of each of our regional groups and confirm our 

commitment to represent you, to serve you and to act as your conduit to the 
National Board. 

 
To that end, since assuming the role of chair, I have been pleased to actively 

support Trevor Clark OAM in his efforts to reinvigorate the newly named 
Melbourne Central Regional Group; we’ve supported the facilitation of the 

initial CBD Networking evenings, which we expect to grow in popularity over 
the next 12 months with high profile guests and venues. 
 

Our E-newsletter has been well received and is expertly edited by Deputy 
Chairman Metropolitan, Dr John Basarin OAM, who also collates and edits 

our content for our national newsletter, The Order. Locally, we distribute 
approximately 80% of our newsletter by email and continue to urge members 

to access their Association news electronically, via their own or someone else’s 
email. Mailing out of hard copies is undertaken by former Victoria Branch 
member Voi Williams OAM and we thank her for undertaking this task.  

 
We’ve held workshops around strategy development and membership and we 

are working to align this work with initiatives currently being undertaken by 
National. My thanks to Cathy Roth OAM for leading us in this important work. 

On the subject of membership, I’d like to make a few comments regarding the 
drive to increase nominations for an Honour as a means of increasing the 
membership of the Association.   As a principle, I would caution against this 

as I fear the result will be a dilution of the unique experience that being 
awarded such a prestigious acknowledgement provides. It should always be a 

special and thoroughly deserved tribute to those of you in the community who 
contribute above and beyond to make our world a better place. The 
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Association needs to find a way to sustain itself, and add value to its mission 
and objectives, with a membership that is not numbers-based. I’ll leave that 
with you for further debate and discussion. 

 
Thank you for supporting my appointment as Chairman of the branch for a 

further year; as you will no doubt be aware, there will be new arrangements 
for our AGM, the next of which will be held in February 2019, to bring us in 

line with financial reporting arrangements required by the National Council 
 
A key priority for the future will be to continue our reach into the community, 

raising awareness of the Honours system, removing barriers to nominations, 
and simplifying the process to encourage greater diversity across gender, age 

and cultural background. 
 

We will support our National Council to achieve its own reformation and we 
are pleased to now have three Victoria Branch members sitting on the 
National Board, Paul Wheelton AM KSJ, Helene Bender OAM and Dr Michael 

Kennedy OAM. We wish them all the best with the reform work they are 
contributing to and look forward to improved processes, governance and 

direction from our national leadership team in the future. 
 

Again, my thanks to Fred Harrington OAM, for his tireless work as our 
Honorary Secretary. Fred puts significant hours into this role, often working 
under enormous pressure, and it is very much appreciated.  

 
That concludes my Chair’s Report. I look forward to working with you all in 

2018 and enjoying the company of those of you who are joining us for the 
Luncheon today. 
 
Diane James AM 
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First two photos are from the AGM; Secretary 
Fred Harrington OAM and Chair Di James AM 
presenting her annual report and the audience. 

 
The other photos are from the Annual Luncheon; 
MC David Mann with Natalie Gauchi singing 
the National Anthem; the audience, speaker Peter 
Hitchener OAM at the podium and with Diane 
James AM. 

 
 
 

Message from the newly elected National Membership 

Secretary Dr Michael Kennedy OAM  
 
How can the National Board of the Order of Australia Association best 

meet the widely varied needs of its members and its diverse regional 
groups, across Australia, and do so as efficiently and cost-effectively as 
possible?  

 
This was the question posed by Dr Michael Kennedy OAM, member of our 

Victoria Branch Committee, who recently joined the National Board of 
OAA, as National Membership Secretary. Michael spoke at our Regional 

Groups Meeting on 22 November, seeking input regarding how he (and 
National Office) could best meet the needs of Regional Groups and 
members of OAA. Here are the key points of Michael’s request for input: 

 
* As a national membership-based organisation, the key challenge is 

understanding and responding to the widely varied needs of association 
members, and diverse regional groups, on a cost-effective basis. Simply 
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stated, ensuring that membership delivers what members want, and is 
good value for money. Each regional group, each branch, has a different 
membership base, and members’ individual needs vary. Responsiveness, 

not “one size fits all” approaches, is required. 
 

* Over time, the National Board will review every aspect of what the 
Association does, and how it does it, and is keen to hear from regional 

groups, and individual members, regarding their thoughts. The National 
Board is keen to be responsive to members’ needs. 
 

* Most immediately, Michael is focusing on looking to simplify processes: 
becoming a member, renewing membership, and importantly, making it 

easier for OAA at regional, branch and national level to communicate, 
particularly by email, which currently can be more complex than it could 

be.  
 
Michael would welcome input from regional groups, or individual member, 

on every aspect of OAA’s activities. Michael can be contacted on 
michaelkoaa@gmail.com. 

 
From a strategic perspective, Michael sees an important role for our 

association in “fostering love of and pride in Australian citizenship”, which 
is our Association’s primary objective. Michael noted that democracy is a 

‘hot topic’ at present, with forums in Melbourne about the effectiveness of 
democracy being very well attended, noting that confidence in democracy, 
particularly among young people, was lower than we would like it to be. 

This is something that needs thought and attention. Michael recently 
spoke on this topic at the Gippsland Regional Group AGM.   

 
 

 
 
 

The Order of Australia Association – Merchandise 
 
Association members are able to purchase the Association’s merchandise. The 

current selection of merchandise can be ordered via: 
Mr Richard Rozen OAM, National Merchandise Officer  
E-mail:  rozenr@bigpond.com   Phone (03) 9592 8068 
 

mailto:michaelkoaa@gmail.com
mailto:rozenr@bigpond.com
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DRAFT- 2018 DATES FOR E-NEWSLETTER & THE ORDER 

 

The relevant dates for E-Newsletter and The Order contributions are 
summarized below [subject to change]. Please submit your timely articles 

with a photo to editor: 
  

Dr John Basarin OAM, Email: editorvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au 

 

VICTORIAN ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER - DATES FOR 2018  

 

Invitation to 
Regional Groups 
to Submit Articles 

Cut off date for 
submission of 
articles for e-
newsletter 

Finished e-newsletter 
to Tony Smith 

Distribution date 

    

26 February  09 March 19 March 26 March 

    

21 May 04 June 15 June 22 June 

    

20 Aug 07 Sept 16 Sept 24 Sept 

    

5 Nov 19 Nov 29 Nov 07 Dec 

 

THE ORDER – 2018  

Invitation to Regional 
Groups to Submit 
Articles 

Cut off date for 
submission of articles  

Copy to CANBERRA Distribution 
date 

15 December  30 December 08 January  February  

    

16 March  01 April  08 April May 

    

15 June  01 July 08 July  Aug 

    

15 September  01 October  08 October  Nov 

 

Notes: 

1. The Order - August and November edition dates are preliminary only.  

2. The Editor plans to be overseas July and August 2018 and Irene Harrington OAM will look 

after the role. 

 

 

  



December 2017 | Issue # 13 

 

 13 

News from the Regional Groups 

 

NORTH EAST VICTORIA AND GOULBURN VALLEY  
 

Seventy three members and 

guests enjoyed a beautiful lunch 
on Sunday August 20th at the 
historic Euroa Butter Factory. 

The building dates from 1901 
and was a butter and ice factory 

before becoming a function 
centre. 

Guest speaker was Prof Jim 
Bishop AO, who was appointed 
inaugural Executive Director of 

the Victorian Comprehensive 
Cancer Centre (VCCC) in 2011. 

Following the establishment of 
the VCCC and with funding 

secured for the next 4 years, he 
stepped down from these roles in 
December 2016.Jim, who has 

had a vast experience in 
medicine, spoke about this new 

facility which is the first 
Comprehensive Cancer Centre in 

Australia. 

 

Prof. Jim Bishop AO 

 
The Centre has partnerships with 7 major hospitals, 2 leading medical 

research institutes and Australia's top research university. It employs around 
1400 cancer researchers and brings cancer research and cancer services 

together. 
 
It was very encouraging to hear from someone who is so passionate about 

cancer research and the value of partnerships. We are most fortunate to have 
had Jim's contribution to Australia through his medical expertise and 

commitment to establishing this outstanding facility which benefits all of us. 
 

Our November lunch and AGM will be held at Benalla Bowling Club on 12th 
November. Guest speaker will be Jordan Eitler who is the recipient of the OAA 
Victorian Branch Foundation Scholarship. The NEGV OAA Regional Group 

donated $2,500 towards this scholarship and we are looking forward to 
meeting Jordan and hearing about his life and studies.  

 
Our committee has agreed to put another $1000 towards the Victorian 

Scholarship this year. Although we would like to do this annually, it is 
dependent on any surplus and may not be possible. 
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SOUTH CENTRAL SUBURBS 

 
Changing of the Guard 
 
We celebrate our ten years of life as a Regional Group and have a new Leader! 

At a well-attended Annual General Meeting in October at Milano's Restaurant 
in Brighton, outgoing Chairman Roger Wilson OAM welcomed our new 

Chairman Ross Newton OAM. 
 

In handing over, Roger outlined a 
busy year of successful events and 
functions, particularly our stand-

out End of Year Dinner at the 
Sandringham Club with Professor 

Jeffery Rosenfeld AM OBE KSJ a 
splendid distinguished guest 

speaker and our Mid-Year 
Luncheon at famous Kingston 
Heath Golf Club - this time with Dr 

Helen Drennen AM, Principal of 
Wesley College, Melbourne 

delivering a fine address. 
 

 
Ross Newton OAM takes over with a wealth of experience, coming from being a 
hard-working and successful Treasurer, handing over a sound financial 

situation. It was sad to say goodbye to three valued committee members but 
pleasing to welcome three new experienced people who will help lead our 

already successful Regional Group through the next ten years. The new team 
will meet in November to plan our 2017-18 programs. 

 
Not just an AGM, we moved on to a most informative 
address by Group member Ron Raab OAM, President 

of Insulin For Life Australia, who spoke of the 
significant work of this body in providing insulin and 

diabetic products to diabetics in deprived areas of the 
world.  He also addressed the current ‘diabetes 

epidemic' in Australia,  explaining the nature of the 
disease and suggesting that much of its increase can 
be attributed to an excessive carbohydrate diet. 

There was a lively question time, since so many 
present were diabetics or had close family members 

with diabetes. 
 

We all then enjoyed a three course meal and 
fellowship, being well cared-for by Milano's. 
 

 
  

New Chairman Ross Newton OAM presents a 

Certificate of Appreciation to Roger Wilson OAM 

Ron Raab OAM making a 
point 
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GIPPSLAND 
 

As promised, the fourth 
annual Sir Frank 

Macfarlane Burnet address 
held on October 18th, was 

the highlight of our year. 
Indeed, it was described as 
a triumph! Held at the 

Premiere Reception Centre 
in Traralgon and with one 

hundred and forty guests in 
attendance, the evening 

celebrated achievements of 
Sir Frank, who was born in 
Traralgon and fostered his 

early interest in science in 
the countryside around the 

town. 
 

 
 
   Chair Beth Delzoppo OAM, Prof. Hilton AO 

Guest speaker, Professor Doug Hilton AO,F.A.A.,F.T.S.E.,F.A.H.M.S.,C.E.O. of 

Walter and Eliza Hall Institute chose as his topic “From Bench to Bedside” as 
he illustrated the practical applications  of his work at the Institute, which  
can be used to prevent, diagnose and treat  blood cell diseases such as 

leukemia, arthritis and asthma. His easy style and ability to communicate 
with lay people made the evening very enjoyable to all, and his generosity in 

answering many questions, particularly those of the University students who 
attended, was greatly appreciated. 

 
We are very proud that we are able to give these students, who are sponsored 
by the Institute and individual members of our group, the opportunity to meet 

and talk with such world-class scientists.  
Another great outcome was the invitation from both Walter and Eliza Hall and 

Burnet Institutes to a sponsored Secondary school student to visit them and 
learn more about a career in Science. 

 

 
 

 
Dr Michael Kennedy OAM was the 

Guest Speaker at our AGM in 
Traralgon on November 12th. He was 

presented with the local specialty 
marmalade by Chair  Beth Delzoppo 
OAM 
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LODDON- CAMPASPE 

 
 
 

Members of the Loddon- Campaspe 

Regional Group have been offered a 
varied program of events organised 

by their Committee over the last 12 
months.             
 

These included attendance at the 
newly opened Ulumbarra Theatre to 

attend the Dame Kiri Te Kanawa 
recital followed by a reception where 

she addressed the attendees. This 
was one of her last shows before 
retiring.   

 
 

 
Members enjoyed an informative tour of the Port of Echuca followed by a 
cruise on a paddle steamer, then afternoon tea at the recently restored Bridge 

Hotel.  
 

A popular event was the tour of Fortuna Villa which is undergoing an intensive 
restoration program. The current owner Paul Banks spoke about the work 

undertaken and his plans for the future. This building was erected by George 
Lansell, a very successful gold miner who has left a legacy of buildings and 
monuments in Bendigo.  

 
The Mayor of Greater Bendigo spoke about her year in office at our AGM held 

on October 27.  The committee was re-elected for another year. Members of 
the Committee have also laid wreaths for ANZAC Day, attended Regional 

Group meetings, State events and the Bendigo new awardee ceremony.  
 

  

http://www.stuff.co.nz/entertainment/tv-radio/8375270/Dame-Kiri-moving-into-Downton-Abbey
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EASTERN SUBURBS  
 

The ESRG conducted a 
most successful event in 

the City of Whitehorse 
on Wednesday 19th July. 

Fifty members and their 
guests enjoyed a 

delicious lunch at the 
Mitcham Hotel. 
Afterwards drove a short 

distance down to the 
Whitehorse Centre in 

Nunawading for a 
matinee performance of 

“Great Composers of 
London’s West End”.  

  

It was a wonderful program of well-known musical comedy songs from “Cats”, 
“Les Miserables”, “Evita”, “Forty-Second Street”, “My Fair Lady” and many 
others brilliantly performed by three very talented singers accompanied by a 

top pianist.  A most enjoyable afternoon. 
Our most recent function was a very successful Cocktail Party for our Eastern 

Suburbs 2017 Order of Australia awardees held in the Knox Civic Centre and 
sponsored very generously by the Mayor of Knox, Cr. Darren Pearce on 

Tuesday 26th September 2017. Disappointingly, although there were 69 
Australia Day and Queen’s Birthday invitations sent to awardees, only 17 of 
them were able to accept our invitation, mainly due to illness or being 

overseas on the day. However their guests and other OAA members made up 
the number of around 50 guests who enjoyed a delightful couple of hours with 

fantastic finger foods and drinks supplied by the Mayor. We all witnessed the 
presentation of awardees and their citations, which were read to the audience 

by Chair, Barbara Thompson OAM, assisted by Dot Browne OAM and Ken 
Lyons OAM. We were delighted that the Mayor personally congratulated the 
awardees and a group photograph was taken. We were also delighted that the 

Deputy National Chairman, Mr. Paul Wheelton AM KSJ and his wife Angela 
also attended and gave us their support.  

 
The final function for the year will be our Annual General Meeting and 

morning tea to be held on Wednesday 15th November at 10.00am at the 
Wheelers Hill Library on the corner of Jells and Ferntree Gully Roads, 

Wheelers Hill. Our guest speaker on that day will be Kathy Kaplan OAM, who 
will speak on her pioneering work in the area of women’s health, domestic 
violence and working with Aboriginal and Islander adolescents in Northern 

Queensland. A greater part of her life has also been in the fields of educational 
management and fund-raising for worthy causes.  

Eastern Suburbs has had a most successful year in 2017 and are looking 
forward to organising more interesting events in 2018 for our members.   
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BARWON  
 
Our last event for 2017 was our Annual General Meeting at The Gordon 
Gallery, Annual luncheon at Davidson Restaurant (part of The Gordon TAFE) 

and Archibald Prize Exhibition at Geelong Art Gallery lead by Jason Smith 
Gallery Director on Thursday November 30. 

A report on our AGM including Office Bearers, luncheon including milestone 
membership recognition for 25, 20, 15 and 10 years members and the 

Archibald Prize Exhibition will be included in the first e-Newsletter for 2018. 
 
At our AGM Barbara Abley AM is standing down as Chair having completed 

her term in this position however she has indicated she will be nominating for 
a committee member position. Alston Park AM a former Deputy Chair has 

decided to retire having been on the committee twice over many years. The 
contribution of both Barbara and Alston will be acknowledged in the first e-

Newsletter for 2018 and our events for 2018 will be noted. 
 

From the Barwon Regional Group:

 
As we farewell 2017, Barwon Regional Group thanks all our members for their 
support, we acknowledge for various reasons you are not able to attend all our 

events however we appreciate your acknowledgement of our communication 
with you. 

 
Best wishes for the upcoming festive season and trust 2018 brings good 
health and happiness to you and those who are important in your life. 

 
We also thank the following for their support and advice during the past 

twelve months:- 

 Tony Smith OAM Victoria Membership for his membership updates and 
reports during the past 12 months, 

 

 Dr John Basarin OAM Victoria Editor of the e-Newsletter and the 
Branch content in The Order magazine, 

 

 Fred Harrington OAM Victoria Regional Groups Chair, 
 

 Paul Wheelton AM Chair Victoria Branch to July 2017, elected National 
Deputy Chair July 2017, and 

 

 Diane James AM elected Chair Victoria Branch July 2017. Diane is a 
member of the Barwon Regional Group. 
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MORNINGTON PENINSULA 
 

The Mornington Peninsula Regional 

Group of the Order of Australia 
Association held its 2017 Annual 

Schools Award ceremony at Beleura 
House & Garden, Mornington, on 

Friday the 10th of November. The 
afternoon was jointly hosted by Mr. 
Brian Stahl OAM JP, Chairman of 

the Regional Group, and Mr. 
Anthony Knight OAM, Director of 

Beleura House & Garden, and 
attended by some 50 members and 

guests. Amongst those attending 
were Secretary of Victoria Branch 
Fred Harrington OAM and wife Irene 

Harrington OAM. 
 

Following a viewing of the Dame 
Nellie Melba rose in bloom, guided by 

Andrew Mackenzie OAM initiator of 
the naming, members and guests 
were escorted through the extensive 

gardens before entering the 
auditorium for the prize presentation 

and piano recital. 
 

The Schools Award is presented to 
schools that best exemplify through 
a submitted project the values of 

responsible Australian citizenship. 
Dr David Price OAM, Acting Schools 

Award Convener, introduced the 
2017 joint winners and presented 

the prize of $1,000 and a 
commemorative plaque to each 
school. The winners were Flinders 

Christian Community College Tyabb 
for Cat Run in association with the 

Baxter Men's Shed and Monterey 
Secondary College for their VCAL 

Connect project in sport and 
industry, enabling students to build 
industry connections and help them 

in their careers. The schools were 
represented by Mr. Andrew Bylart 

and Ms. Susan Pollard, respectively, 
and students. 

 
L/R Ms Natalie Pinkett , Monterey Secondary 
College, Dr David Price OAM, MPRG Acting 
Schools Awards Convenor, Ms Tiara Shaw, Yr 
11, Monterey Secondary College, Ms Carol 
Chatagee, Asst Principal, Flinders Christian 
Community College Tyabb, Mr Andrew Bylart, 
VCAL Coordinator Flinders Christian 
Community College Tyabb, Ms Jemma 
Millhouse, Yr 11, Monterey Secondary College, 
Ms Susan Bollard VCAL Coordinator, Monterey 
Secondary College. 

 
 

Dr Price also thanked the Schools 
Award sponsor, Spowers Architects, 

for their generosity over the past three 
years. 

 
Members and guests were then 
treated to a wonderful piano recital by 

Australian National Academy of Music 
Fellow, Mr. Laurence Matheson, a 

young man of exceptional talent. The 
program included the works of 

Beethoven, Schubert, Debussy and 
Brahms. 
 

Beleura House & Garden tea rooms, 
staffed by local volunteers, also 

provided an excellent afternoon tea.  
 

Chairman Brian Stahl OAM JP 
thanked Beleura House & Garden 

staff and volunteers, the schools and 
Lawrence Matheson for a memorable 
afternoon. 
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NORTH CENTRAL SUBURBS 
 

Morning Tea and visit to the Costume Collection. 

 
The event commenced with members and guests having morning tea, provided 

by John Payne, in the 1848 room of the Old England Hotel. All agreed the 
morning tea provided by The Old England Hotel was both tasty and plentiful 

and a good way to mix before it was on to the tour of the Costume Collection 
in Bulleen. 
 

The Melbourne Costume Collection is a privately owned collection, of Loel and 
Bryan Thompson, of over 10,000 strictly Australian costumes, jewellery and 

accessories dating back to 1788.  
 

The tour commenced with Loel providing a talk outlining the history of the 
collection by owners then members were provided with the opportunity to tour 
the fascinating collection.  

 
The visit concluded with Bryan Thompson taking members downstairs to his 

collection of rare motorcycles and cars. 
 

New Awardees reception, Annual General Meeting with Guest Speaker. 
 
The final function for 2017 was our reception for 2017 award recipients 

including our Annual General Meeting. Guest speaker at this function was  
Glenn Buesnell-May an ambassador for the White Ribbon Foundation.  

 
 

 
MELBOURNE CENTRAL  

 
The recent Annual General meeting saw a change in the Group Chair and 

Deputy Chair. Trevor Clark is now Chair and Paul Wheelton AM KSJ is Deputy 
Chair. The group extends its thanks to Suzette Gallagher OAM for all her hard 

work over the years. 
 

The start of our Luncheon Series commenced in October with our guest 
speaker Professor Geoffrey Blainey. What great talk he gave, and our thanks to 
him. There will be three such luncheons in 2018 at Kooyong Lawn Tennis 

Club probably in April, August and October depending on the availability of 
the high profile guest speakers. 

 
The networking events in the CBD, at an after work time and location have 

been very successful thanks to our supporters with the venues we have had. 
The next one will be at our host the VECCI offices in Collins St. on 6 March 
2018.  
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Networking Evening 
 
The Order of Australia 

Association Melbourne 
Central Regional Group 

held a Networking Evening 
on 17 October 2017 at 

Deakin Downtown, the 
university's new corporate 
centre at the Docklands.  

 
 

From L-R: Diane James AM, Angela Wheelton, Paul 
Wheelton AM KSJ and Dr Yvonne Ho AM

 
Sponsored by Deakin 
University, this event was 

hosted by the inimitable 
Professor Jane den 

Hollander, Vice-
Chancellor of Deakin, who 

enlightened us about 
Deakin University's 
fascinating past. 
 

 
Set in a great location with fabulous views of our 

Melbourne skyline at sunset, it was a truly 
enjoyable networking evening for everyone who 

attended. 
 

 
 
Contributed by: Dr Yvonne Ho AM 

 

 

  

 
WESTERN SUBURBS  

 
 

The following is a report made to the Regional Groups meeting on 22 
November 2017. 

 
1. The third Western Suburbs event for 2017 was held at “Quatrefoils” 

restaurant in Sydenham on Thursday 17th August. 
 

Very impressive and appreciated speaker was Mr Saad Al Khassar, a 
first year Bio-medical science student at the University of Melbourne. 
Saad and his family escaped from Syria earlier in the civil war, in which 

many of the family’s friends were killed including school friends, fellow 
Scouts and their Scout Leader. They were welcomed “back” into the 

Scout movement in Melbourne and revived their formal education to the 
point that after two years “picking up” English, Saad topped his 

Regional College in year 12 in 2016. The brothers have often been on 
local and international media, and gatherings such as ours, requested 
to tell their story so far. 

 
2. A Regional Group Committee Meeting was held at Taylor’s Lakes on 

Tuesday 19th September to review recent events and finalise 
arrangements for the remainder of 2017. 



December 2017 | Issue # 13 

 

 22 

 
3. Fourth and final event for the year was a most convivial luncheon that 

included the Regional Group AGM, held at the Galli Restaurant & 

Winery at Plumpton on Thursday 16th November. OAA Victorian Branch 
Treasurer Wayne Myers OAM attended the gathering and passed on 

thanks and best wishes on behalf of the State Branch to the Group 
members. 

 
AGM: Regional Group Chairman Vance Hilton OAM opened and 
welcomed everyone to the AGM. After a very successful term in the chair 

Vance “stepped down” from the role but has remained on the Group 
committee. A special vote of thanks to Vance applauded him for his 

contribution in the chair. Wayne Myers then conducted an election for a 
new chairperson and handed the meeting back to Vance for further 

elections. 
As a result of these, the new chair is John Ravenhall AM, vice-chair 
Rhys Maggs AM, secretary/treasurer June Kane AM, committee 

members Bob Fairclough OAM, Jack Harris OAM, Leigh Hardinge OAM, 
and Vance Hilton OAM. 

 
A vote of thanks was passed to John Ravenhall for his nearly eight years 

as secretary. 
 
Speaker: Committee member Dr. June Kane AM gave a fascinating 

account of her recent visit to the Middle East, particularly Israel, Jordan 
and Palestine, as well as participating in a conference essentially on 

“Children of the Future” in the Balkans. The talk was very well received 
and appreciated, generating many follow-up questions.  

 
Arranged by Vance Hilton OAM, the gathering concluded with Father 

Christmas (Malcolm Peacock AM) distributing small gifts in the spirit of 
the day and season to come. 

 

4. The Regional Group’s first event for 2018 has been planned and booked 
for Thursday 15th February. (The general practice for the Group is to 

meet on the 3rd Thursday of February, May, August and November.)  
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CENTRAL HIGHLANDS  
 
Yarriambiack Shire Council 

At a Civic Reception held at the 

Yarriambiack Shire Offices On Tuesday 
17th October, 2017 the Inaugural 

Order of Australia Association Central 
Highlands Regional Group School 

Citizenship Awards was held.  Cr Jean 
Wise, OAM, Chair of the Central 
Highlands Regional Group, Deputy 

Mayor Helen Ballentine and Cr Corinne 
Heintz had the pleasure of presenting 

the Awards to Teneille Nitchske, Isaac 
McPherson and Chelsea Michael from 

were the first recipients in the Yarriambiack Shire to receive these awards at 
what will be an Annual event. 
 

Hindmarsh Shire Council 
 

The holding of the second year of 
presentations in the Hindmarsh Shire 

on the 10th October, saw students 
Daniel Polack, Kimberley Roll & Elena 
James presented with their awards by 

Hindmarsh Mayor Debra Nelson, 
Central Highlands Chair Jean Wise 

OAM and Central Highlands 
Secretary Clive Crouch OAM 

 

Horsham Rural City Council 

The Horsham Rural City Council hosted a Civic Reception for their Inaugural 

Order of Australia Association Central Highlands Regional Group School 
Citizenship Awards on the 9th October 2017 Recipients Josiah Mock, 

Katianna Grosser & Kyra Clarke were presented with their awards by Mayor 
Cr Pam Clarke Central Highlands Chair Jean Wise OAM and Central 

Highlands Secretary Clive Crouch OAM. 
 
The Spring Luncheon held on the 15th October at the Quarry Restaurant was 

a great success with guest speaker Sally van Gent speaking on her journey 
through raising apples with many funny anecdotes through in. 

 
A Civic Reception was held by the Ballarat Council on Friday 17th November 

to recognise the Australia Day and Queens Birthday recipients.  It was a good 
opportunity to congratulate all the recipients and was attended by most of the 
Central Highlands Committee. 

 
AGM was held on Sunday 19th October and after a small hiccup when we 

found that the hall had not been opened for us, the meeting was held at the 
home of Voi Williams, with Duncan Stalker updating the Committee and 
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attending members on the State and National level.  Jean Wise OAM has been 
re-elected Chair, Clive Crouch OAM as Secretary, and after Richard Bayly 
stood down after 20 years as Treasurer, Kevin Humphrey has been elected 

Treasurer. 
 

  

SOUTH WEST VICTORIA 
 

UNVEILING OF AE2 
PLAQUE AT DUNKELD 
 

The AE2, Australian 
submarine at Gallipoli 

penetrated the Dardanelles 
on Anzac Day but was 

scuttled five days later. 
Michael Williams a 
Victorian sailor on the 

submarine was captured 
by the Turks and sent to 

Belemedik labour camp to 
work on the Berlin to 

Bagdad railway. Michael 
Williams died of diseases 
prevalent at the time in 

1916 and was buried in an 
unknown grave.  

 
 

L-R: Chairman of Friends of Gallipoli Dr John 
Basarin OAM and Duncan Stalker OAM at the AE2 

plaque unveiling ceremony 

 
He was the only Australian 
from the AE2 crew who 

died in Turkey. Two bronze 
plaques were sculpted in 

memory of Michael 
Williams: one to be erected 

in Dunkeld where he was 
born and the other in 
Belemedik where he died. 

 
The unveiling ceremony at Dunkeld took place on 
22 October with the attendance of Minister for 

Veterans’ Affairs and a large group of 
descendants, locals and members of Order of 

Australia Association-SW Victoria Group. 
The plaque was sculpted by Dr Ross Bastiaan AM 

and sponsored by well-known Dunkeld identity 
Mr Allan Myers AC QC. The event was organised 
by the Friends of Gallipoli Inc., a not-for profit 

organisation. The plaque commemorates 
Michael’s memory and all the fallen from both 

sides. 
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The Chairman, and the 

State Committee of the Victoria Branch of 

The Order of Australia Association 

invite members and friends to an 

Australia Day 2018 

March Past and Flag Lowering Ceremony 
At The Shrine of Remembrance, St Kilda Road, Melbourne 

Friday 26th January 2018 
 

 
 4.10pm  Collect name badges 
 4.15pm             Assemble at the Second World War Forecourt (in the vicinity of the Eternal 

   Flame) 
 4.20pm      Members and Guests to be seated 
 4.37pm            Commemorative address  
 4:50pm            Laying of wreaths 
 5.10pm    Members and Guests move to Seasons Botanic Gardens Hotel' 348 St Kilda Rd    

     for afternoon tea.  Entry will be by name badge 
 6.30pm       Function concludes. 

 
  

 

Cost: $20 per person 
Dress:  Gentlemen – Lounge Suit; Ladies – Afternoon Wear 

Full Size Orders and Decorations can be worn 
  

RSVP: STRICTLY by 15 January, 2018 online via https://www.trybooking.com/338745 
 

Enquiries or assistance with bookings to 
The Secretary – Mr Fred Harrington OAM Email: secvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au 

or phone: 0417 116 304 

 

https://www.trybooking.com/338745

