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                       Order of Australia 

Victoria Branch 

“fostering love of and pride in Australian citizenship” 

 

 
 

Editor's message  
 

Welcome to this autumn edition of the State Electronic 

Newsletter.  As your new editor, this is my first attempt 
at the compilation of the Newsletter. Of course, Fred 

Harrington OAM has done a great job until now but had 
to relinquish this role as he is currently the Secretary of 

the State Branch. 
 

In my role, I am ably assisted by Helene Bender OAM 
whose support I gratefully acknowledge. Both Helene 

and I recognise the fact that this publication will only be 

possible by the contribution of many others including 
Regional Groups and we sincerely thank them for this. 

 

     
The purpose of the Newsletter is to communicate effectively with the 

members about what is happening within the Association and its many 
regions. As part of that objective, a list of Upcoming Events is provided to 
ensure all members are aware of State Branch and Regional Group events.  

 
Best wishes are extended to the Victorian recipients of Australia Day 2017 

Awards as they attend Government House soon for their Investiture. We 
hope that many of them select to be members of the Association. Of course 

we all know that nomination is the important step to have worthy 
candidates to be considered for the Order of Australia recognition. At the 
end of this newsletter, there is a flyer of handy hints provided by the Order 

of Australia Association. The Association encourages its use. Copies of the 
flyer can also be found on the Association’s web site.  

 
Finally congratulations are due to our Chairman Paul Wheelton being 

recognized with an AM for significant service to a range of charitable 
organizations which is richly deserved.  
 

 

Dr John Basarin OAM 
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Chairman's message 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

The investitures have been set of the 5th and 7th of April. Our Association 
will be represented by our Deputy Chair-Country, Duncan Stalker OAM and 

Secretary, Fred Harrington OAM. 
 
April also sees our Annual Conference taking place in Brisbane from the 

20th to the 23rd of April. The Queensland Branch has put in a great effort to 
lift the standard of this Conference after a somewhat lack luster event in 

Sydney last year. Our registrations from Victoria are below average and I 
encourage our members to consider supporting this event. 

Duncan Stalker OAM will represent Victoria at the National Board meeting 
and will present our first Foundation Victoria Branch Scholarship in over a 
decade. The scholarship will be presented to a student from Deakin 

University, Geelong campus and I thank all of you who have contributed to 
making this possible. 

 
The Inaugural Inspiring Australians Oration at Federation Square was an 

outstanding success with Her Excellency Linda Dessau AC Governor of 
Victoria delivering a moving and inspirational address. I would like to 
particularly thank all members of the Victoria Branch lead by event sub-

committee chair Christine Unsworth AM who worked together magnificently 
to make this our largest Member event in memory. The Governor and her 

staff were delighted with the whole event. 
 

We have booked the Deakin Edge at Federation Square for February 23rd 
2018 and I look forward to advising you of our next Inspiring Speaker in the 
next edition of this newsletter. 

 
 

Paul Wheelton AM 
  

Welcome to 2017 and our first E-newsletter for 
the year. Another Australia Day has passed and 
we welcome a new group of Honour Recipients to 

the Order. 
I was fortunate to get two of my nominations up 

and hope that you have also had success in 
getting your nominations across the line for those 

who should be recognized in our unique Australia 
Honours System. 
I have noticed that with the number of AM, AO 

and AC’s restricted that the wait time can be 
closer to three years for those receiving these 

higher Honours.  
It is also a chance to reach out to these people to 

engage them in the Association and the possibility 
of redressing our ranks in our essential regional 
groups. 

 
It is also a chance to reach out to these people to 

engage them in the Association and the possibility 
of redressing our ranks in our essential regional 

groups. 

.  
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2017 DATES FOR E-NEWSLETTER & THE ORDER 

 

The relevant dates for E-Newsletter and The Order contributions are 
summarized below [subject to change]. Please submit your timely articles to 

editor: 
  

Dr John Basarin OAM, editorvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au 

 

STATE ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER - DATES FOR 2017  

 

Invitation to 
Regional Groups 
to Submit Articles 

Cut off date for 
submission of 
articles for e-
newsletter 

Finished e-newsletter 
to Tony Smith 

Distribution date 

    

25 February  10 March 19 March 29 March 

    

21 May 07 June 16 June 29 June 

    

21 Aug 07 Sept 16 Sept 29 Sept 

    

6 Nov 20 Nov 29 Nov 08 Dec 

 

THE ORDER – 2017  

Invitation to Regional 
Groups to Submit 
Articles 

Cut off date for 
submission of articles  

Copy to CANBERRA Distribution 
date 

    

16 March 2017 01 April  08 April May 

    

15 June  01 July 08 July  Aug 

    

15 September  01 October  08 October  Nov 
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Upcoming Events  
Victoria Branch 

April  

 

20th to 23rd: National Convention Brisbane 

Full details of the convention and pre convention events can be found on the 
Order of Australia website. 

 

May  
 

Thursday 25th: Visit to National Gallery Victoria  
This blockbuster exhibition at the National Gallery of Victoria will feature 

the works of Vincent Van Gogh.  Victoria Branch is organising a visit to the 
exhibition.  For further information please email Julian Stock at 

treasurervic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au or use the booking form included 
in this e-Newsletter. 

 

November  
 

Wednesday 22nd: State Branch Annual General Meeting and 

Luncheon. 

This is to be held at William Angliss Institute. The Annual General Meeting 
commences at 11:00am and the Luncheon at 12 noon. 

 

December 
 

Wednesday 20 December – Jointly with Friends of Gallipoli Inc. 

Commemoration ceremony of coming of peace to Gallipoli, between the 

ANZACs and the Turks- 12 noon, Shrine of Remembrance. For further 
information contact Dr John Basarin OAM, jbasarin.ooavic@gmail.com  

 

February 2018 
 

Friday 23 February: Order of Australia- Victoria Branch - Oration  

The second annual “Inspiring Australians” Oration is to be held in Deakin 

Edge at Federation Square commencing at 11 a.m. Bookings are available 

at:  www.trybooking.com/267521.  

 

  

mailto:treasurervic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au
http://www.trybooking.com/267521
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Upcoming Events   
Regional Groups 

 

April  
 

Wednesday 5th: South Central Suburbs Regional Group  

Visit to Brighton Historical Society Arts and Culture Centre. Further 

information closer to the event. For bookings or further information contact 
Roger Wilson OAM at rbwservices@bigpond.com 

 

Sunday 9th: North East Victoria and Goulburn Valley 
Luncheon to be held at The Gateway Wangaratta commencing at 12:30pm. 

Carrillo Gantner AO, Victorian cultural leader, philanthropist and member 
of the Myer retailing family will be the Guest Speaker at this lunch.  

 

Sunday 30 April: Loddon Campaspe 

Members are invited to a tour of the Port of Echuca followed by a ride on a 
paddle steamer on Sunday 30 April at 12.15p.m.  Cost $28.25. Bookings 
Deborah Fleming OAM via canddflemings@bigpond.com 

 

May 
 

Sunday 21st: Central Highlands 

Annual Luncheon at Ballarat. For bookings or further information contact 
Jean Wise OAM at honeywise@bigpond.com 

 
 

June - No events reported for this edition.  
 

 
July  
 

Friday 14th: Mornington Peninsula Regional Group 

Reception for 2017 Award recipients. For further information contact Brian 

Stahl OAM JP at ber.bri@bigpond.com 

  

Wednesday 19th: Central Suburbs Regional Group  

Networking Evening to be held between 6:00pm and 8:00pm. For further 
information, please contact Suzette Gallagher OAM,     

gallagher.suzette@gmail.com or Philip Newman OAM, 
pinewman2@bigpond.com 

 

 

 

mailto:canddflemings@bigpond.com
mailto:gallagher.suzette@gmail.com
mailto:pinewman2@bigpond.com


April 2017 | Issue # 10 

 

6 
 

 

July continued 

Wednesday 19th: Eastern Suburbs Regional Group 

Lunch at the Mitcham Hotel in a private space, commencing at 12 noon. 

Lunch will be followed by an afternoon musical comedy production at the 
Whitehorse Centre, which starts at 2.00pm. Lunch will be at members’ 

expense, with great seniors’ meals available. Bookings for the theatre will be 
$16.00 per head. For bookings or further information contact Dot Browne 

OAM at dotandcol23@bigpond.com.               
 

Thursday 20th: South Central Suburbs Regional Group 

Midyear two course lunch at Kingston Heath Golf Club. Guest Speaker is Dr 

Helen Drennen AM BA BSC (Hons) PhD, Dip Ed, AMP, FACE FACEL 
Principal of one of Australia’s leading co-educational independent schools—

Wesley College. Cost for the two course lunch is $55 including a welcoming 
drink. For bookings or further information contact Roger Wilson OAM at 

rbwservices@bigpond.com. 

 

Tuesday 25th: Regional Groups meeting 

The meeting is to be held between 1:00pm and 3:00pm at the RACV City 
Club, 501 Bourke St Melbourne following a lunch commencing at 12 Noon 

at the RACV. 

 

Wednesday 26th: Barwon Regional Group 

Annual City of Greater Geelong Civic Reception for 2017 AD and QB 
recipients. Venue - The Gordon Gallery. Dr Kathy Alexander Chair of City of 

Greater Geelong Administrators will formally host and welcome recipients 
and their families/friends to this event. 

 

August 
 

Thursday 17th: Barwon Regional Group. 

 Primary School Citizenship Award presentations and morning tea from 
10.30am to 12noon at Geelong RSL. 2017 is the third year of this Award. 
Further details will be available end of June. For additional information 

please contact Helene Bender OAM Barwon Regional Group Secretary at 
helenebender@westnet.com.au 

 

Friday 18th: Mornington Peninsula Regional Group 
Annual Luncheon and Roy Ward Prize Presentation. For bookings or further 

information contact Brian Stahl OAM JP at ber.bri@bigpond.com 

 
 

September - No events reported for this edition.  
 

mailto:dotandcol23@bigpond.com
mailto:helenebender@westnet.com.au
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October  
 

Sunday 15th: Central Highlands 

Spring Luncheon. For bookings or further information contact Jean Wise 
OAM at honeywise@bigpond.com 

 

Tuesday 17th: Central Suburbs Regional Group 

The Networking Evening to be held between 6:00pm and 8:00pm. For 
further information contact Suzette Gallagher OAM,     

gallagher.suzette@gmail.com or Philip Newman OAM, 
pinewman2@bigpond.com 

 

Wednesday 18th: Gippsland Regional Group  

Sir Frank Macfarlane Burnett Address. For bookings or further information 
contact Beth Delzoppo OAM at bdelzoppo@bigpond.com 

 

November  

 

Friday 17th: Mornington Peninsula Regional Group 
Annual dinner and schools award presentation. For bookings or further 

information contact Brian Stahl OAM JP at ber.bri@bigpond.com 

 

Wednesday 22nd: Regional Groups meeting 

The meeting is to be held between 2:00pm and 4:00pm at William Angliss 
Institute  following the State Branch AGM and Luncheon. 

 

Thursday November 30: Barwon Regional Group  

Annual General Meeting at The Gordon Gallery, Annual luncheon at the 
Davidson Restaurant (Gordon TAFE) and the 2017 Archibald Prize 

Exhibition tour at the Geelong Gallery. Please save the date in your diary. 
For additional information contact Helene Bender OAM Barwon Regional 

Group Secretary at helenebender@westnet.com.au 

 
 

 
December - No events reported for this edition. 
  

mailto:gallagher.suzette@gmail.com
mailto:pinewman2@bigpond.com
mailto:helenebender@westnet.com.au
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News from the State Branch Committee 
 

Generic Email addresses 

The Branch has been working through a process of having generic email 
addresses created for most of the positions on the State Committee. The new 
email addresses, to date, are as follows: 

 

Position Current holder Generic email address 

Chair Paul Wheelton 
AM 

chairvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au 

Treasurer Julian Stock 
AM 

treasurervic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au 

Secretary  Fred Harrington 

OAM 

secvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au 

Chair Events 
Committee 

Christine 
Unsworth AM 

eventscoordvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au 

Editor Dr John 

Basarin OAM 

editorvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au 

 

State 

Membership 
Secretary 

Tony Smith 

OAM 

oaavicmbrsec@theorderofaustralia.asn.au 

 

 
Order of Australia Ode 

The State Committee has developed an Ode that can be used at the Funerals 
or Memorial Service of an Order of Australia Recipient.  A copy of the Ode 
and guidelines for its use can be obtained from State Secretary, Fred 

Harrington OAM at secvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au. 
 

State Branch Annual General Meeting and Luncheon 
The Events subcommittee has set the date for the State Branch AGM and 

Annual Luncheon as Wednesday 22 November 2017 commencing at 
11:00am. More information will be provided closer to the date.  
 

State Branch Webpage 
The development of State Branch webpage continues to grow. Information 

includes contacts for State Branch Committee members and Regional Group 
representatives, details of all State Branch and Regional Group's events 

together with copies of past e-newsletters. 
 
The webpage also lists past State Chairs back to around 1995. If any past 

chair or member can advise of the name and dates of past chairs and their 
years as chair, prior to 1995, please send them to 

secvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au 
 

 
 
 

mailto:chairvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au
mailto:treasurervic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au
mailto:secvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au
mailto:eventscoordvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au
mailto:oaavicmbrsec@theorderofaustralia.asn.au
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Name Badges 

State Branch has set up a log-in page with payment details for the OAA 

name badges; this will make it easier for OAA members to log-in and 
order/pay for their name badge and have it mailed direct to them. 

The template has been set up as requested and an explanation below 
that you can forward on to your members as an easy to use guide for 

ordering: 

 Please follow the following steps to place a new order: 

  Log into the website www.namebadgesaustralia.com  with e-

mail/username chairvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au  and Password: 

oaassoc1 

 It will open in My Dashboard 

 In the top box (Load Badge Template Files) click on Load 
Template 

 It will open in a new page, scroll down to the Badge designer 

where your saved layout appears with your fitting option and 
doming option. Please check these to ensure you have the right 

options. 

To add one  name: 

 To add one new name – go to the text boxes underneath the 

badge designer – delete the name in the text box and add the 

new name in the box – it will appear in the badge designer 

above. 

 To finalise your order, click on ADD to Cart  

Choosing a billing and delivery address: 

·         The account does have a default billing and delivery 

address listed 

·         When you get to the billing and shipping page, you can 

click on the Down Arrow at the end of the default address and 

choose – New Address – please enter your billing details here and 

at the bottom of this, you can select to save the address and also 

ship to the same address. 

·         Choose your preferred delivery method on the next page. 

Payment: 

http://www.namebadgesaustralia.com/
mailto:chairvic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au
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·         There are 3 payment options – credit card online  - this 

goes directly to the bank and is processed directly by the   bank, 

cheque or EFT (direct deposit). If paying by EFT or Cheque, 

please reference your order number. 

·         Please note that goods will only be sent to production once 

payment has been received. 
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THE ‘INSPIRING AUSTRALIANS’ ORATION  
 
The inaugural Oration was delivered 
by Victorian Governor the 

Honourable Linda Dessau AC on 24 
February 2017 at an overflowing 

Deakin Edge, Federation Square, 
Melbourne. The Governor, who 
began her duties on 1 July 2015, is 

Victoria’s 29th Governor and the 
first female in the role.  

 
She began her speech by saying; “ It 
is an honour to be presenting the 

INAUGURAL ‘Inspiring Australians’ 
Oration. It spares me the anxiety of 

looking back to see the illustrious 
speakers who have gone before me, 

with the added pressure it inevitably 
brings. On the other hand, it does 
occur to me that there is another, 

different pressure in delivering the 
first oration. That is, I wouldn’t want 

to be the sole cause of the first one 
being the last!  

This topic, of inspiring Australians, 
is both an easy and a difficult one: 
easy, because there is no paucity of 

people to choose from, and difficult 
for just that same reason.  

The choice will often depend on 
context and perspective...” and 

concluded by saying “I hope this 
wonderful initiative of the Victorian 
Branch of the Order of Australia 

Association is repeated next year 
and each year thereafter. I have had 

to discipline myself to stop here 
because there is no end to the 

inspiring Australians to whom I 
would dearly like to refer.” 

 

 
 
The Honourable Linda Dessau AC  

is delivering her inspiring speech 
 

 
The Governor with Mr Paul Wheelton 
AM, Chairman of the Order of 

Australia Association- Victoria Branch 
 

The full text of the Governor’s speech can be found at: 

http://governor.vic.gov.au/images/speechespdf/420_Inspiring%20Australia
ns%20Oration.pdf.  

 
  

http://governor.vic.gov.au/images/speechespdf/420_Inspiring%20Australians%20Oration.pdf
http://governor.vic.gov.au/images/speechespdf/420_Inspiring%20Australians%20Oration.pdf
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Australia Day 2017 Flag Lowering Ceremony at the Shrine 

 

The Order of Australia, Victoria 
Branch, held their annual Flag 

Lowering Ceremony, at the Shrine of 
Remembrance, in St Kilda Road, 

Melbourne, to commemorate the 
strong tradition of Australia Day.   
 

Members and guests assembled for 
the Ceremony at the Second World 

War Forecourt, in the vicinity of the 
Eternal Flame, at the Shrine at 

4.20pm, on this Australia Day. 
 
The MC for this colourful Australia 

Day function was Mr Don Kinsey 
AM, who handled the function with 

precision, prestige and pride. 
 

 
The Royal Australian Air Force Band 
at the Shrine on Australia Day Flag 

Lowering Ceremony 
 

Representatives of a number of Consulates were present, which gave the 
Ceremony an International flavour. The Royal Australian Air Force Band, 

and No. 1 Air Cadet Squadron, from HMAS Cerberus performed with the 
Trooping of the Colours.  A specialised flypast from Point Cook appeared in 

the sky at precisely 4.28 pm, to further accentuate this event. The reading of 
the Ode to the Fallen concluded the ceremony with lowering of the Flag at 

5.00 pm. 
 
The Ceremony included wreath laying by dignitaries, including Paul 

Wheelton AM, the State Chairman, who laid the wreath on behalf of the 
Order of Australia Association.  

 
The guest speaker on this occasion was Dr Joshua Funder, who gave an 

address about his great grandfather Stan Watson, who was responsible for 
building and maintaining the pier evacuation during the Gallipoli campaign 
in 1915. 

 
Apart from the invited guests, there were also many spectators present, 

seated on the steps of the forecourt of the Shrine, and the grassed 
surrounding areas.  All enjoyed the Australia Day festivities, on such a 

delightful summer day.   
 
An afternoon tea reception was held later in the day, at the Seasons Botanic 

Gardens Hotel, in St Kilda Road, opposite the Shrine, for the invited guests.  
The money raised at this Order of Australia function on this occasion, was 

passed to the Sir John Monash Foundation. 
 

[Contributed by Max Chester OAM] 
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VALE BETTY AMSDEN AO, DSJ  

 

MELBOURNE, 26 FEBRUARY 2017 — Order of Australia Association- 
Victoria Branch is deeply saddened by the passing of arts advocate and 

philanthropist Miss Betty Amsden. Her support for many organisations, 
including Arts Centre Melbourne, transformed the cultural landscape for 

young Melburnians and their families.   

“Miss Betty Amsden, AO, DSJ was one of Australia’s most visible and vocal 
advocates for a larger and more public model of philanthropy. She will be 

missed dearly by her many, many Arts Centre Melbourne friends, and many 
others in the wider community. Her tireless efforts have transformed the 

cultural landscape for young Melburnians and their families.  Betty would 
tell everyone that Arts Centre Melbourne is THEIR arts centre and she 

encouraged us to open our doors and welcome everyone in,” said Claire 
Spencer, Chief Executive Officer, Arts Centre Melbourne.  

Making an extraordinary contribution to changing attitudes about private 

giving, particularly for the arts and community sectors, Betty’s tireless 
involvement in raising the profile of philanthropy in the organisations she 

supported and increasing their capacity to fundraise, set her apart from her 
contemporaries. [Source: Arts Centre Media Release, 

https://www.artscentremelbourne.com.au/about-us/media-
centre/2017/february/betty-amsden] 
 

 
 

 
  

https://www.artscentremelbourne.com.au/about-us/media-centre/2017/february/betty-amsden
https://www.artscentremelbourne.com.au/about-us/media-centre/2017/february/betty-amsden
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News from the Regional Groups 
 

Barwon 
Australia Day 2017 recipients: 
Barwon Region had seven Australia Day recipients, four male and three 

female for service to music, community through a range of organisations,  
secondary education, orchestral and choral music, community of 

Portarlington and distinguished service to tertiary education.  All recipients 
live in the City of Greater Geelong.  

 
Geelong RSL Sub-Branch ANZAC Day service 
times on Tuesday April 25: 

4.15am. Pre-Dawn Service Hall of 
Remembrance, Johnstone Park. 

9.30am. Wreath Laying at the Cenotaph, front 
of the Geelong RSL Sub-Branch, 50 Barwon 

Heads Road, Belmont. Barbara Abley AM OAA 
Barwon Regional Group Chair will lay a wreath 
on behalf of the Barwon Regional Group. OAA 

members, family and friends are invited to 
attend. 

11.00 am. March – Form up at the front of Officeworks at 10.30am. Leaving 
from the corner of Malop & Yarra Street, March to Johnstone Park for the 

11.30 am Commemorative Service.  
 
Annual City of Greater Geelong Civic Reception for 2017 AD and QB 

recipients Wednesday July 26: 
Dr Kathy Alexander Chair of the City of Greater Geelong Administrators will 

formally host and welcome 2017 Australia Day and Queens Birthday 
recipents and their families to this event at The Gordon Gallery. A formal 

invitation will be sent to our 2017 recipients mid to late June from the City 
of Greater Geelong. 
 

Primary School Citizenship Award on Thursday August 17: 
2017 is the third year of this award. All primary schools in the Barwon 

Regional Group catchment will be invited to nominate for the award that 
recognises a school for developing a pride in Australian citizenship for its 

students. Four schools will be shortlisted to present to Barwon members 
and guests at a morning tea hosted by Geelong RSL Sub-Branch; the 
winning school will receive $500 prize money from the Barwon Regional 

Group.  
 

AGM and Annual luncheon linked to the Archibald Prize Exhibition on 
Thursday November 30: 

The Annual General Meeting will be held in The Gordon Gallery, Annual 
luncheon at Davidson Restaurant (Gordon TAFE) and the 2017 Archibald 
Prize Exhibition tour at Geelong Art Gallery. The exhibition tour for OAA 
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members and their guests will be led by Jason Smith Director of the Geelong 
Art Gallery.  

Central Highlands 
 

The 2017 has had a quiet start with our first meeting held on Friday 24th 

February in Ballarat.  Date for meetings have been set for the year 
commencing with Friday 12th May, Friday 7th July, Friday 6th October and 
our AGM to be Sunday 19th November. 

 

Plans are underway for our Annual Luncheon to be held in Ballarat on 

Sunday 21st May at a venue to be confirmed.  This is always a highlight of 
the year.  The Spring Luncheon will be held on Sunday 15th October 

somewhere in the Grampians Wimmera Region. 

 

Planning for the School Citizenship Awards in Ballarat have already started 

with a meeting organised with representatives from each Secondary College 
being held next week to set out the program and requirements.  Following 

the success of rolling this program out to rural Shires starting last year with 
the Hindmarsh Shire, the Awards will be again held in Hindmarsh and also 

the Yarriambiack Shire, with discussions underway with Horsham Rural 
City Council. 

Sadly we recently lost a member in Patrick Charles Hope OAM who passed 
away on the 3rd February 2017 and our condolences go out to his family. 

 
Central Suburbs 

 

The Annual General Meeting was held at the Old Treasury Building on 17th 
November.  Unfortunately the meeting only attracted 12 Attendees to hear 
Dr. John Basarin, OAM, speak on the topic of "Gallipoli from the Turkish 

Perspective". 
 

Lack of Membership involvement in Central Suburbs, and the possible 
overlap between Central Branch was discussed. Some suggestions were 

given to the Committee by State Branch, to overcome this lack of interest. 
 
One suggestion, which has been accepted by Central Suburbs as a trial, was 

that Central Suburbs be the group conducting the City Networking events. 
 

The Chair has suggested information meetings to be held in each of the 
municipalities in Central Suburbs, to inform people in the community of the 

process of nomination. 
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Eastern Suburbs 
 

 Wednesday 19th July 2017 
 
Lunch at the Mitcham Hotel, on the corner of Mitcham and Whitehorse 
Roads, Mitcham, in a private room, at 12 noon. Lunch will be at 

members’ expense with great seniors’ meals being available.  This  will 
be followed by an afternoon musical comedy theatrical production 
featuring music from well-known shows, such as Cats, Phantom of the 

Opera, Les Miserables and  Evita,  at the Whitehorse Centre, which is 
located at the rear of the Nunawading Civic Centre and Library, in 

Whitehorse Road, Nunawading.  The show starts at 2.00pm. Tickets for 
the show are $16.00 and bookings need to be made with ESRG Activities 

Co-ordinator, Dot Browne OAM, 4 Victory Street, Mitcham 3132 or 
telephone 9874 2501 or email: dotandcol23@bigpond.com. 
 

Gippsland   
       
The Committee has met twice since the AGM, and organisation of the year’s 

activities is well under way. The two new members of the Committee have 
proved already to be great assets, with Bernie Carrington OAM taking over 

the role of Treasurer and Helen Hoppner OAM having many contacts and 
organisational experience. 
 

Gippsland received nine new awardees on Australia Day, two of whom are 
Paralympic Gold medalists. All have been contacted and invited to join the 

Association. 
 

The Spring function will be a luncheon at a historic Gippsland home, with 
Committee member, Bill Bodman OAM, whose family home it is, telling us 
its story. 

 
The Sir Frank Macfarlane Burnet Address will be conducted in Traralgon on 

October 18 and the sub -committee is working on a Speaker for this event. 
For some time we have been keen to acknowledge the author Mary Grant 

Bruce, who was born and went to school in Sale. We hope to have a Guest 
speaker about her life to address our AGM and are being assisted by the 
Lyceum Club, of which she was a member. 

 
We are looking forward to a busy and successful year as we aim to reach a 

membership of 100.                                 
 

Loddon Campaspe 
 

Members are invited to a tour of the Port of Echuca followed by a ride on a 
paddle steamer on Sunday 30 April at 12.15p.m.  Cost $28.25. Bookings 

Deborah Fleming OAM via canddflemings@bigpond.com 

 

mailto:mail:%20dotandcol23@bigpond.com
mailto:canddflemings@bigpond.com
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Mallee 
 
While small in number, our group has sought to focus on various 

projects aimed at promoting community leadership. They hopefully avoid 
hubris but rather seek to share the recognition that we have individually 
enjoyed with those who will follow in our footsteps. 

 We have endeavoured to do this in three ways: 
  

 To provide assistance to those who want help in preparing 
nominations, 

 To support those wishing to embark on leadership training, and 

 To financially assist those want to develop their knowledge and 
career paths. 

  
I am pleased to report that we have already found success in helping to 

nominate candidates for the Order of Australia. 
  

We have provided funding for a young man who has been chosen for the 
Northern Mallee Leadership Program. 
  

We will shortly present a scholarship for a La Trobe student in Mildura, 
named in honour of Professor George Russell. 

  
 

  
 

 
Pictured is the presentation to Tim Coff who is about to embark on 
the Northern Mallee Leadership Program (from L to R: Vernon 

Knight AM, Christine Knight OAM, Tim Coff and Jenny Grigg, 
Chair of the Northern Mallee Leadership Program 
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Mornington Peninsula 
 

The Group held a Planning Meeting at Rye Hotel on 10th February 2017. 
 
We welcome Rod Nelson AM to committee as Secretary and thank Cameron 

Eastman OAM for his contribution in that role last year and look forward to 
his return to committee in the future. We also thank Les Harper OAM who 

has had to resign due to ongoing health challenges and thank him for his 
contribution as Membership Officer. 

 
Although not finalised in detail the following dates have been reserved for 
Functions: 

 
Friday July 14th 2017 – Reception for 2017 Award Recipients (Australia 

Day/ Queens Birthday) in conjunction with Mornington Peninsula Shire at 
The Briars, Mt Martha. 

 
Friday 18th August 2017 - Annual Luncheon and Roy Ward Prize 
Presentation –Venue TBC 

 
Friday 17th November 2017 - Annual Dinner Schools Award Presentation 

–Venue TBC 
 

In conjunction with the Rotary Club of Mt Eliza participating in Anzac Day 
Service and Remembrance Service at the Memorial Garden Mt Eliza. 
 

Following a full day Committee Workshop to be held at Balnarring 
Racecourse on 21st April 2017 members will be notified of final 

arrangements for functions and updated on a Strategic Plan Review of 
MPRG Governance Structure and Organisational Chart for our Regional 

Group looking forward.  
 
We offer our congratulations to the following nine persons who received 

Australian Day Honours  
 

MPRG: Mr Dennis Baguley AM; Mr Andrew Creek OAM; Ms Carmel O’Brien 
OAM; Mrs Elizabeth Bennett OAM; The Hon. Justice Kevin Bell AM; Mr 

Heath Davidson OAM. 
  
ECS: Mr Alex Smart OAM; Capt. Donald Bergman OAM RFD (Retd); Mrs 

Ruth Crofts OAM. 
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North Central Suburbs 
 

Australia Day award recipients 
    
The group had seven AD award recipients. Four female and three male. 

Letters of congratulation have been sent to each recipient. In addition to 
congratulating them each was asked for an email address so that the group 

could advise them of forthcoming events. To date two have responded. 
 
 

2017 Events 
The group has scheduled Committee meetings to be held every second 

month throughout 2017. The first committee meeting was held in February 
and the outline of the annual program of events agreed to. The annual 

program takes into account the several State Branch events to be conducted 
throughout the year.  
Planning is now under way to organise events within the program including 

a tour of Etihad Stadium in June, a reception for new awardees in July, a 
tour of Coombe cottage gardens in September and the AGM/Guest speaker 

in November/December. 

 

The North East & Goulburn Valley 
 

The North East & Goulburn Valley had 14 new recipients on Australia Day, 

two posthumous. Once again, Benalla was outstanding with another five 
OAM recipients. It was very pleasing to see a wide cross section of the 

community receiving awards and that our region was so well represented. It 
is obvious that we are living in a great part of Victoria! 

 
The Rural City of Wangaratta acknowledged its OA recipients on Australia 
Day and at a civic reception a week later. Greater Shepparton City will hold 

a morning tea for its recipients in April. This acknowledgement is very much 
appreciated. 

 
The new committee met for the first time in February and has been well 

supported by several of the previous committee who also attended. We now 
have a full, gender-balanced committee and are looking forward to a great 
year. 

 
Our next function is a lunch to be held at The Gateway, Wangaratta on 

Sunday April 9th at 12.30pm. We are delighted that Carrillo Gantner AO, 
Victorian cultural leader, philanthropist and member of the Myer retailing 

family will be out Guest Speaker at this lunch. An Ecumenical Service will 
be held at the Holy Trinity Cathedral, prior to our lunch. 
 

We have identified a number of potential Guest Speakers for future 
functions and these will be followed up before our next meeting in June. 
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South Central Suburbs 
 
Australia Day Honours 

Our regional group was delighted to welcome seventeen new inductees into 
the Order of Australia and look forward to meeting many of them at future 

regional group events, particularly at our welcoming Cocktail function in 
August, co-hosted with Kingston City Council.   Chairman Roger Wilson 
OAM has posted his welcome. They have also been provided with a copy of 

our February newsletter. 

Without mentioning his name, one Honours recipient has already taken out 

life membership in the Order of Australia Association. We hope many others 
will follow suit, enjoying the opportunities provided at national, state and 

regional group levels to meet with and enjoy the company of their peers. 
 
The extent of our Regional Group 

With our membership coming from residents of the municipalities of 
Bayside, Glen Eira and Kingston, it is interesting to examine the suburbs 

involved.  Within the three Cities, there are no less than forty six suburbs, 
most well known but with a few exceptions.  We all know Aspendale and St 

Kilda, or Brighton and Dingley Village.  Many will know the geography 
between each.  Clarinda, Moorabbin Airport and Waterways may not be 

quite so familiar. When allocating Association members to regional groups, 
this knowledge become critical. 
 

Our Annual Luncheon 
Many members from around the State have enjoyed this special event, and 

are aware of its outstanding reputation.  Full details and an invitation to 
attend will be available very soon.  We can advise that it will be held on 

Thursday 20th July 2017 at Melbourne's famous and historic Kingston 
Heath Golf Club, recent host of the international World Cup and rated 
number two of all Australian golf courses, number seventeen world-wide. 

 

 
 

Our focus this year is on the leaders of tomorrow.  Our distinguished guest 

speaker is Dr Helen Drennen AM BA BSc (Hons) PhD DipEd FACE FACEL, 
Principal of one of Australia's leading co-educational schools, Wesley College 

Melbourne.  Helen will speak on the challenges facing schools in preparing 
students for the future. 

A two course lunch will be provided, with welcome drinks, further drinks 

from the bar.  Cost is expected to be $55 pp, with guests welcome. 
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For those interested in attending, registration details will be provided on 
request by Group Secretary Geoff Oscar AM on genoscar@melbpc.org.au. 

  

 

Western  
 
The AGM for 2016 was held during the final function for that year was an 
early evening dinner at Overnewton Castle, Keilor in November. This was 

highlighted by the attendance of state chairman Paul Wheelton AM and Mrs. 
Angela Wheelton.  

The fellowship was of the usual high and relaxed standard but the same 
could not be said of the food and service, quite in contrast to our previous 

visit to this venue in 2014. 
During the brief AGM, Vance Hilton OAM was re-elected Chairman, Rhys 
Maggs AM vice-chair, John Ravenhall AM secretary/treasurer and 

committee members June Kane AM, Bob Fairclough OAM and Jack Harris 
OAM. Committee member Allan Eldridge OAM had decided to retire from his 

role on the committee and his service was duly recognised.  
This second evening function did not attract, as was hoped, members who 

could not normally attend lunch-time gatherings. 
 

An “executive” committee meeting was held at Taylor’s Lakes on Tuesday 
23rd January 2017 to review arrangements for the rest of the year. Main 
functions for 2017 are scheduled for 17th February and 3rd Thursdays 18th 

May, 17th August, 16th Nov. The venue for May will be “Quatrefoils” 
restaurant. 

 
TramBoat Ride & Lunch 

The first Region function for 2017 was TramBoat ride from Docklands, 
upstream on the Maribyrnong River to Canning Reserve and return, with 
lunch on board. This was an excellent outing with a great crew, after which 

members suggested another such trip, with a different “voyage” location, in 
February 2018. 

 
 
 

  

file:///C:/Users/User/Desktop/Word%20folders/Order%20of%20Australia/South%20Central/Administration/genoscar@melbpc.org.au
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Book Review 
 

GALLIPOLI – The Invasion; by John & Hatice Basarin, Kevin Fewster 
 
The much anticipated Centenary of the Gallipoli campaign has passed with 

much fanfare. However, some of the difficult issues about what happened a 
hundred years ago still remain largely unexplored such as the reasons why 
Australia would invade a country she had no quarrel with. Or, what it was 

like to be on the other side of the trenches.  
 

Past the Centenary of the Gallipoli landing, it is rather important to more 
widely explore the underlying reasons for the invasion of the Gallipoli 

Peninsula in Turkey. This book hopes to provide some plausible answers to 
the query of why the Gallipoli campaign happened, or at least, raise the 
issue more vigorously so that further investigation can focus on it. This 

Centenary edition maps out the pervasive role that the Middle East oil 
played in the Gallipoli campaign. It shows how the invasion of Gallipoli must 

be viewed as one part of a broader strategy of the British Empire to gain 
control of oil resources in the Middle East, a region which is, even today, 

bedevilled by continued conflict, unrest and terrible tragedy.  
 
The authors, in writing an account of Gallipoli from a Turkish perspective, 

have provided valuable access to a broadening of our knowledge of this 
tragic event. Not only did they retell the various battles that took place on 

that all important hilly terrain but they also improved our understanding of 
what it was like for the troops who were defending their country against the 

invading Allied forces.  
 
This important book allows us to view history through the opponent’s eyes 

by outlining the far reaching and long lasting implications of the Gallipoli 
campaign for people of Turkey. Therein, the reader may find some of the 

foundation stones of the unlikely respect and friendship that has developed 
over the years between the one time foes, i.e., the people of Australia, New 

Zealand and Turkey, whose first encounter in history happened to be a 
bloody war with horrific casualties on all sides.  
 

[ISBN=978-9944-264-65-5, A4, 188 p., index, footnotes, bibliography]. 
COST = $39.95 or $49.95 including postage 

For further information please contact authors via Dr John Basarin OAM: 
johnnyturk.aus@gmail.com.  

 
 

We recognize the ongoing and generous support of the 

Royal Automobile Club of Victoria in the publishing of this newsletter 

mailto:johnnyturk.aus@gmail.com
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National Gallery of Victoria Exhibition “Van Gogh and the 
Seasons” 

Thursday 25 May, 2017 commencing at 11am 
 

 
 
The Victoria State Branch has organised an exclusive introductory lecture followed by entry 
to this year’s Winter Masterpieces blockbuster “Van Gogh and the Seasons”.  Cost of the 
lecture plus entry is $35 per person. Lunch has been arranged at Café Vic for an additional 
cost of $35 per person. 
 
If you would like to see 60 Van Gogh paintings including many that have never been shown 
in Australia before please complete the following and mail to OAA, PO Box 18389 Collins 
Street East, Victoria, 8003 or email to Julian Stock at 
treasurervic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au ASAP before Thursday 18 May. 
 
Member’s name ____________________________________________Post Nominal_____ 
 
Address____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Guest’s name(s) 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone number ______________________ 
Email_______________________________________ 
 
Cost:    Lecture and entry ____ @ $35 per person $ 

 Lunch        ____ @ $35 per person $______ 
Total             $______ 

 
Payment options (please circle) 

1. Visa/MasterCard __ __ __ __    __ __ __ __    __ __ __ __    __ __ __ __  
 

Expiry date ____/____ CVV _____  Signature ___________________________ 
2. Direct deposit to OAA – Bendigo Bank BSB 633-000 Account 1424 94384 
3. Cheque to PO Box, 18389, Collins Street East, Vic 8003 

mailto:treasurervic@theorderofaustralia.asn.au
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