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VICTORIA

CHAIRMAN’S 
REPORT
I am continually amazed at the energy and commitment 
shown by the Members of the Association in our State. The 
professionalism and commitment expressed at all events 
across all our Regional Groups continues on an upward 
projectory with many positive comments coming back from 
members and the public alike.

It has certainly been a busy month in October with two 
inductions taking place at Government House. Our new 
Governor has decided that allowing only two guests with 
each recipient restricted too many family members attending. 
Now all immediate family can attend the induction.

Her Excellency The Honourable Linda Dessau AM has agreed 
to give our first “Inspiring Australians” Oration to be held in 
Federation Square on 24 February. This together with the 
State Branch funding a Scholarship with the Order of Australia 
Foundation ,were two key programs undertaken by the State 
Membership in the last 12 months.

Our New Awardees Reception was held by the Branch this 
year at the Alex Theatre in St Kilda at the end of September.

Owned by a great Australian, Aleksandar Vass who in 
addition to being a well known actor, writer and producer 

also moonlights as a successful businessman with 
interests in over 28 countries around the world.

Mr Vass donated one of his theatres for the Reception 
including the provision of inspiring Young Australian singer 
Josh Piterman and an outstanding afternoon tea.

160 people attended the function where the Branch were able 
to give a certificate of appreciation and a OAA merchandise 
gift of wine glasses to each new awardee.

David Mann OAM was the MC and Branch Secretary Marion 
Lau OAM assisted with the presentation.

We presented Mr Vass one of our special plaques expressing 
our appreciation.

I would like to take the opportunity to thank all our members 
and office holders for all they do to make this a great 
Association that continues to take positive steps forward.I 
wish you and your families a very happy and safe Christmas 
and New Year ahead.

Paul Wheelton OAM.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The Victoria Branch 
acknowledges the 
ongoing and generous 
support of the Royal 
Automobile Club Victoria

SPECIAL NETWORKING EVENING
Over 40 members of the Order of Australia Association [OOAA] and their guests were treated to a networking evening on 29 
September 2016. The event was sponsored by the Engineers Australia, Victorian Branch at their new and rather salubrious headquarters 
at Level 31, 600 Bourke St. in Melbourne.

The event provided an opportunity for OOA awardees who mainly came from the CBD to network. Another benefit of this forum 
was for potential development of six ‘good for the community’ projects presented by five members. At the closing, the members were 
delighted to hear a musical rendition of ‘Summer Time’ by famous soprano Tania de Jong AM.

In his welcoming talk Chairman Paul Wheelton OAM congratulated Dr John Basarin OAM, a Fellow of Engineers Australia and a 
Committee Member of the OOAA Victorian Branch, for organising the event. Paul thanked the Engineers Australia for hosting the 
evening and mentioned that as a profession engineers were underrepresented in the Order of Australia awards.

Check out our website www.theorderofaustralia.asn.au
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DR JOHN 
BASARIN OAM 
When John became a chemical engineer 
he applied to go to Canada and Australia 
and eventually he arrived in Australia 
at Tullamarine in February 1973 with 
a suitcase, $50 in his pocket and an 
engineering degree. 

John found his first job on the day he arrived 
then he then started researching brown 
coal, studying and tutoring at Melbourne 
University. Afterwards he got a job with 
Altona Petrochemical Company which is still 
in Altona under another name. 

Later with his rucksack he travelled all 
around Asia for nine months. From China, 
John visited Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand, 
Burma, India, Nepal, Pakistan, Afghanistan, 
Iran, Turkey and ended up in Norway. He 
straight away found a job with the offshore 
oil and gas industry in the North Sea. 
That was the best job in his career as an 
engineer. It was cutting edge technology 
and Norwegians were very supportive. 

That same summer in Oslo John also met 
his wife, Hatice, who had come from 
Turkey on a University of Oslo scholarship 
for a post graduate summer course. They 
were graduates of the same university. 

Australia was everything they had dreamed 
of. Hatice had a recognised degree in town 
planning and she knew English. She started 
to work in a few months. John began 
working with the Environment Protection 
Authority working on projects to control air 
pollution and was in charge of air quality in 
Geelong which at the time needed a lot of 
attention. He feels that Geelong ended up 
having cleaner air due to the work we did 
with the cement works, the refinery and the 
abattoirs. 

As Turkish Australians they felt really 
welcome in this country and this bond 
which derives from the Gallipoli campaign 
is our common heritage. Australians 
visiting Turkey come back saying that 
they’ve never felt so much warmth and 
welcome visiting a place.

When John came to Australia he found 
out soon enough that Gallipoli was 
very important in this country. It was 
a nation building story similar to the 
one in Turkey. That common heritage 
became something that they focused 
on after The Age published an article 
reporting where they had helped with the 
interview of a Turkish Gallipoli veteran in 

Melbourne. This culminated in a publisher 
approaching them in 1983 who said “there 
is a topic here, how about if we publish 
a book about Gallipoli from the Turkish 
perspective”. John, his wife Hatice and 
their co-author Dr Kevin Fewster (whom 
theyhad collaborated with on many of 
their books) all thought that was a great 
idea and they worked on it for two years 
publishing their first book in 1985. 

This interest whetted their appetite to 
do more. For most countries, history 
is the story of their nation that they tell 
themselves and they don’t accept anybody 
else’s version. Australian society being 
a mature society was ready, by then, to 
look at the Gallipoli campaign from both 
perspectives which was amazing to the 
Basarins. Their book was obviously telling 
the story from the other side of the trenches 
and they approached it from a factual and 
respectful platform properly acknowledging 
the losses and grief of both sides and 
highlighting the enduring impact of war for 
both countries. 

The three wrote what was pretty 
revolutionary at the time, telling the 
Gallipoli story from the Turkish perspective 
and the acceptance of it was quite 
gratifying. They then went onto writing and 
publishing two new editions of the original 
book on Gallipoli as well as the story of 
the Australian submarine AE2 based on 
the memoirs of the two captains from two 
opposing sides. They also published in 
Turkish in Turkey based on the two main 
Gallipoli Campaign related books. 

Giving back to the community is very 
important to John so this year, together 
with Hampton RSL and Rotary, he helped 
organise a special Anzac Day ceremony 
for the Bayside school children. There 
were 300 children from 8 schools and the 
plan was to give them something special 
to make them understand what Anzac 
and Gallipoli was all about. It was very 
successful and the RSL wants it to become 
a yearly feature.

Last year, the latest edition of their book 
was published which is titled “Gallipoli 
- The Invasion”. In the meantime John 
completed a PhD on Gallipoli with 
Prof John Hall at Deakin University. He 
started studying at the age of 60 which 
some might say is amazing, but it comes 
naturally to John. 

As Chairman of an organisation called 
Friends of Gallipoli Inc. [FOGI] he 
facilitates projects to do with both Turkey 
and Australia. The Friends take mainly high 
school students and teachers to Turkey and 
they have been lucky always to find people 
who want to sponsor or help pay for the 
students. Usually the local Councils as well 
as governments provided funds. 

Last year John was awarded an Order 
of Australia Medal for all his work on 
Gallipoli, He is now a member of the 
Order of Australia Association- Victorian 
Committee.

“I think mainly it’s been a beautiful life. 
We’re blessed in many ways”.
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Lindsay Fox and Chairman Roger Wilson OAM

AUSTRALIA DAY 2017
2017 Flag Lowering Ceremony at The Shrine of Rembrance, Melbourne .

Arrangements are in hand the State Branch’s first event of 2017.

The Commemoration Address will be given by Dr Joshua Funder, the great grandson 
of Stan Watson, who built Watson’s Pier at Gallipoli.

This is a remarkable story - The Pier allowed many thousands of Australians and New 
Zealanders, the Anzacs, to escape safely from Gallipoli in December 1915.

SOUTH CENTRAL SUBURBAN 
REGIONAL GROUP
Guest speaker Lindsay Fox AC presented 
an inspirational and entertaining talk 
during ‘Lunch with a Tricky Truckie’ at 
the West Brighton Club on August 24. 
Chairman Roger Wilson OAM welcomed 
113 attendees to the event, compered by 
MC Ross Newton OAM.

Lindsay invited guests to join him in a 
Q. and A. style forum, which resulted in 
spontaneous, thought-provoking and often 
hilarious answers.

One delightful story told of recently 
purchasing his family’s small home in 
Prahran,  where he grew up.  Lindsay 
was looking forward to taking his football 
team- mates who celebrated his 18th 
birthday there, back to the same house to 
celebrate his 80th birthday. Lindsay also 
wants young members of his family to 

experience living in a home much smaller 
than today’s ‘McMansions’.

Lindsay spoke of the start of his trucking 
career, when his billy-cart was used to 
collect his primary school’s milk from the 
dairy. He also spoke of the importance of 
building a business on strong friendships 
and moral principles, not through 
networking, which he regards as ‘plastic 
and synthetic’.

Today, Lindsay Fox proudly owns 6000 
trucks in Australia and ten other countries. 
His long-time friend, fellow Melbourne 
High School student and committee 
member, Alan Rae OAM, contacted the 
Mercedes Benz company to arrange a 
‘thank you’ gift for Lindsay of a Mercedes 
Benz model truck with ‘6001’ on the side. 
Lindsay seemed delighted with his gift, 

and guests agreed his talk was wonderful, 
and the event a great success.

South Central Suburban Regional Group 
Members are warmly invited to attend 
the end-of-year dinner being held on 
Wednesday, 16 November at 6.30pm at 
the iconic Sandringham Club, 92 Beach 
Rd., Sandringham. 

Guest Speaker will be Professor 
Jeffrey V. Rosenfeld AM, OBE. Jeffrey 
is one of Australia’s leading academic 
neurosurgeons and senior military 
surgeons, and is internationally recognized 
for his neurotrauma research and teaching.

Cost: $48, including a three-course meal. 
Drinks at bar prices.

Please contact: Hon. Treasurer Ross 
Newton OAM on 9555 5549 or 
rhnewton@hotmail.com
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EASTERN SUBURBS REGIONAL GROUP 

CHRISTMAS IN JULY
A very festive Christmas in July was celebrated by ESRG 
and guests at Bucatini Restaurant in Mitcham on Sunday 31 
July. Committee member Ken Lyons OAM did the bulk of 
the organisation with great success. 59 people crowded the 
restaurant and enjoyed a lovely meal and drinks in a most 
convivial atmosphere. There were so many gifts on offer that 
most people took away a mid-year Christmas present.

Our guest of honour was a young man from Afghanistan, Farid 
Asghar. As can be imagined he had a gripping story to tell -the 
story of being a village boy shepherding sheep while the Taliban 
were terrorising his Hazari people. Of being sent away from 
his family in the interests of his safety and future, hiding from 

police, seeking asylum, being smuggled to Indonesia by people 
smugglers, then to Christmas Island, detention in Darwin, and 
ultimately finding asylum in Australia. Farid went to school and 
learned English. In fact, on his feet, he managed to entertain the 
group with fluent English and presented himself as a fine, well 
dressed, polite young man of whom any parent would be proud. 
He has finished year 12. Farid is now 20 and enjoys being with 
his Oz mates. He has an ANZ traineeship and aims to be a 
hardworking Australian man, although his future is uncertain. 
The Group wish him well.

The extravagant festivity was enjoyed but on hearing Farid’s story, 
it was also a reality check.

Thank you to Ken for a total experience. Well done.

Ken Lyons OAM and Farid Asghar

CONGRATULATIONS TO MRS CATHY ROTH OAM
Geelong resident Mrs Cathy Roth OAM, has recently embarked on yet another project in her already full life. This came with the 
realization that her academically brilliant surgeon husband was suffering from early Alzheimer’s disease. Dr John Roth had come to this 
devastating conclusion himself and Cathy has remarked that “I do not want anyone to experience the anguish I saw on John’s face”.

When Mrs Roth discovered that there was little stimulating support for her husband and others in a similar position, she set about 
forming a not for profit organisation called PALZ - Professionals with Alzheimer’s. The goal of PALZ is to give dignity, social interaction, 
mental stimulation, and, importantly, to delay the need to access community health services.

Cathy soon had wide support within health and local government agencies in the region and she plans to launch PALZ in Geelong on 
November 8 then statewide and nationally in 2017.
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A REPORT FROM 
OLIVIA WELLS
(Reprinted from the Victoria Branch Electronic Newsletter)

It has been some time since I last had the opportunity to speak 
to The Order of Australia Association and felt it appropriate to 
update you on my most recent endeavours.

In addition to my return to medical school, I am now also 
working a second full time position as a clinical research assistant 
in the Children’s Cancer Centre at the Royal Children’s Hospital, 
Melbourne under the guidance of Dr Jordan Hansford. Together 
we have been leading a multi-centre project with five other 
hospitals around the world to investigate a very rare form of 
paediatric brain tumour, known as ETMR.

This project, which I have been working on for over a year, was 
recently awarded best paper in its category of rare brain tumours 
at the International Symposium of Paediatric Neuro-Oncologists 
in Liverpool, England. 

To receive this honour as a medical student and be asked to 
present this with Dr Hansford is the highlight of my medical 
career thus far. As one of only half a dozen students from across 
the world, to be given the opportunity to network and learn 
from the world’s leading oncologists and oncological surgeons, 

including Dr Charlie Teo AM, provided me with an invaluable 
education and inspiration.

While balancing a full time university course and a full time 
research position has not been an easy task, this trip reinvigorated 
my enthusiasm in an emotionally trying specialty of medicine 
and to know the research and treatment of brain tumours is on 
the cusp of great leaps forward is incredibly exciting to a young 
medical student like myself.

My involvement in events conducted by The Order of Australia 
Association has provided me with the chance to not only meet, 
but also be enthused by the wonderful work of the members, 
particularly those who have worked in a medical or scientific field.

I am appreciative to the people who have taken time out of their 
day to take my calls, advise me and share their life experience. 
Particular thanks to Dr David Price OAM, who was also kind 
enough to share his knowledge and passion for medicine 
in developing nations as the keynote speaker for an event I 
organised for other medical students interested in overseas 
volunteer work.

The support I have received from members of The Order of 
Australia Association has been humbling and I am very grateful. 
Thank you.

Olivia Wells

BARWON REGIONAL GROUP

KARINGAL AND ST 
LAURENCE COMMUNITY 
SERVICES PREPARE TO 
MERGE
The CEO of Karingal was guest speaker at the OAA Barwon Regional Group Sunday 
August 14, 2016 afternoon tea reception in their new training premises in East 
Geelong known as The Hub. 

Mike McKinstry spoke about the upcoming changes within the organisation that 
provides services from various locations Australia wide. Karingal is merging with 
another leading Geelong-based community service organisation St Laurence 
Community Services following an announcement in early August.

The announcement came after a vote by members of both organisations, with the 
new entity known as Karingal St Laurence. The two organisations will now spend 
time working towards transitioning their businesses into a single entity. Until this 
process is completed, Karingal and St Laurence will continue to operate as separate 
organisations.

Karingal CEO Mike McKinstry has been appointed CEO of Karingal St Laurence 
while current St Laurence CEO, Toby O’Connor, has been appointed Chief 
Operating Officer.

“This is a time of significant change that will pave the way for Karingal and St Laurence to grow stronger into the future,” Mike said. 
“This merger will mean Karingal St Laurence can move forward with more certainty for our clients and families to provide disability, 
aged care, employment, and housing services to all customers for many years to come.”

Board directors from both organisations will fill the nine board positions for Karingal St Laurence with Rod Payne Karingal’s current 
chair, appointed chair of the new merged entity. Dr Patrick Lockie, the current St Laurence chair, has been appointed deputy chair.

In announcing the merger Karingal chair Mr Rod Payne and St Laurence chair Dr Patrick Lockie noted that the merged entity will be a 
stronger local voice for disability and aged care and a further dimension to Geelong being regarded as a centre of excellence in these 
sectors, alongside other key organisations such as NDIA, TAC, Worksafe and Deakin University in Geelong.


