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Chairman’s Report
One of the unexpected delights of holding the position of Chair 
of the Victorian State Branch is the inclusion in the Official Party 
at the investiture of recipients at Australia’s grandest Government 
House set beside the Botanical Gardens overlooking the city of 
Melbourne. For the first time the ceremony was split between the 
13th and 15th of April following the large number of Victorian 
recipients announced on Australia Day 2016. 

This was the second Investiture conducted by Victoria’s 
Governor, Her Excellency the Honourable Linda Dessau AM 
since her appointment in mid 2015. 

Held in the beautiful Ballroom this is the perfect setting for the 
awarding of the Australian Honours.

Governor Dessau AM gave a moving address to the approximately 
100 recipients present along with 300 other guests. With her 
own mixture of humour and relevance the Governor spoke 
not only of the contribution made by each recipient, but also 
of the many contributions the associated organisation make to 
our society. Pointing out also the participation of family in the 
supporting of each recipient she recalled the humbleness she 
has experienced in dealing with all people who have received 
an Australian Honour. 

Two concerning areas of the investiture to me were the age of 
the recipients and secondly the huge gender imbalance. As I 
mentioned at our recent National Conference the Victorian State 
Branch is going to make a stand on both issues. Awards seem 

to be represented in the majority 
by those who are nearing the 
end of their involvement with 
represented organisations. 
Virtually all of these would have 
been deserved much earlier in the 
time line of their involvements and 
the conversation needs to be had 
about the advantages of earlier 
nominations. We all know of 
those who have received awards 
and have gone on to do more, 
give more and achieve more. 
Receiving an award does not 
become the reason to cut back. 
The award inspires further action. 

The gender Imbalance in the Awards is something we can all take 
an active stance in changing. If we do not act on the promotion 
of more female nominations, we risk as an Organisation of being 
seen as the cause of the problem as opposed to a symptom of 
the problem. 

The Victoria State Branch will be working hard to be part of 
the conversation of change in respect to both of the concerns 
mentioned here. 

Paul Wheelton OAM  
Chairman-Victorian State Branch 

VICTORIA

Her Excellency, the Hon Linda 
Dessau AM the Governor of 
Victoria, with Branch Chair,  
Mr Paul Wheelton OAM.

REVIEWS AND PREVIEWS FROM THE VICTORIAN REGIONAL GROUPS:

BARWON REGIONAL GROUP
EDITOR’S NOTE;
We sincerely regret that in the last issue of The Order and post the 
final proof reading, a printing error occurred in the Barwon Regional 
Group report. The motto of Toni McCormack OAM, should have 
read “how can we make it happen”

PRIMARY SCHOOL CITIZENSHIP 
AWARD ON THURSDAY MAY 26, 2016 
Following the success of the inaugural OAA Barwon Regional 
Group Primary School Citizenship Award we have again 
this year invited all the primary schools in our catchment to 
nominate for the award that recognises a school for developing 
a pride in Australian citizenship for its students. A maximum of 
four schools will be short listed to present to Barwon members 
and guests at a morning tea hosted by Geelong RSL Sub-Branch 
on Thursday May 26; the winning school will receive $500 prize 
money from the Barwon Regional Group. 

CHANGE OF DATE: 
OAA Barwon Regional Group AGM and Annual Luncheon will now 
be held on Friday October 28, 2016; please update your diary. 

CENTRAL HIGHLANDS 
REGIONAL GROUP
The first event for 2016 will be the annual Autumn Luncheon to be 
held as usual in Ballarat.

This will be on Sunday 29 May with special Guest Speaker Gail 
Sjogren whose topic will be “Crinolines and Corsets”. Gail’s 
presentation is sure to be entertaining.

CENTRAL SUBURBS 
REGIONAL GROUP
At a recent meeting three new members were welcomed to the 
Committee and also the resignation of a long standing member of 
the Committee, Sandra Legg AM, was announced as she is moving 
to Sydney.

Sandra was thanked for her contribution to Central Suburbs 
Regional Group.

Members enthusiastically came up with new ideas, which will be 
investigated before our next meeting on 4th May.  

The group agreed to focus on providing information to those in the 
community, who may be interested in developing a nomination for 
people whom they believe should receive recognition, but do not 
have the resources to develop the application.

It was also decided that meetings will be held every two months.

Suzette Gallagher, OAM Chair.

LODDON CAMPASPE 
REGIONAL GROUP
Loddon Campaspe branch held their AGM in Bendigo and a new 
Committee was formed for the coming year under the Chairmanship 
of John Higgs OAM. 

A visit to the Marilyn Monroe exhibition at the Bendigo Art Gallery 
was arranged and enjoyed on April 7. 

A group booking has been made to attend the legendary soprano 
Dame Kiri Te Kanawa’s performance in the newly opened Ulumburra 
Theatre in Bendigo on October 28. 
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EASTERN SUBURBS 
REGIONAL GROUP
A visit to the Islamic Museum of Australia, Thornbury, attracted 
39 guests who enjoyed a fascinating tour of the Museum which 
showcased a diverse range of Islamic arts, religion and culture 
including architecture, calligraphy, paintings, glass, ceramics and 
textiles which date back to the 7th century.   This was followed by a 
delicious Middle Eastern lunch and proved to be a most successful 
and interesting day. 

A Cocktail Party Reception for 2015 Order of Australia Award 
recipients and 2016 Australia Day awardees and their guests was 
held in the foyer of Camberwell Town Hall Civic Centre, Camberwell 
on 20 April when the Award recipients each received a special 
invitation and were the guests of the OAA - ESRG Committee. 

On Sunday 31 July the annual “Christmas in July” at Bucatini 
Restaurant & Bar, 454 Whitehorse Road, Mitcham, will be held. A 
report of this function will appear in the next edition of The Order. 

MALLEE REGIONAL GROUP
The Mallee Branch had its Annual Meeting on Australia Day 
resulting in the reappointment of Vernon Knight AM JP, as Chair 
and Ross Lake OAM as Secretary Treasurer. 

The challenges of distance limited attendance to those living in or 
near Mildura. A number of items were discussed and the group 
resolved to take appropriate action. 

The first resolve was to try and promote the existence of the awards 
and offer assistance to anyone wanting to make a nomination. While 
we certainly don’t aim to vet applications, we are keen to address 
the old problem of ‘people’ asking, “Why didn’t so and so get one?” 
when in reality, no-one got around to making the application. The 
group was pleased to see the prominent article in the Sunraysia 
Daily on Thursday 28 January prompting nominations for awards. 

The second item was to play a part in recognising those individuals 
who encourage the talents of young people, in whatever form. 
A small working group will develop a proposal with a view to 
engaging local government/s and making an award on Australia 
Day, in the years ahead. 

It is sad that we cannot come together as a group but numerous 
emails, registering apologies, were encouraging and supportive. 

SOUTH WEST VICTORIA 
REGIONAL GROUP
Australia Day function - For the fifth successive year our Group, in 
partnership with the Warrnambool Sub Branch of the RSL, conducted 
an afternoon “Lowering The Flag” ceremony, mirroring the Victoria 
Branch ceremony at the Melbourne Shrine of Remembrance. 

The ceremony featured the 43 Squadron Air Cadets, Warrnambool 
Pipes and Drums, Primary and Secondary students speaking to the 
topic “I am an Australian”, student musicians and guest, renowned 
baritone, Manfred Pohlenz. 

Our special guests included the Mayor, Federal Member of Parlia-
ment Dan Tehan and our local Victorian Member for South West 
Coast, Roma Britnell. 

The guest speaker for the Australia Day address was Australia Day 
Ambassador Tonia Todman, whose stirring address drew much 
acclaim as well as some controversy. 

The numbers in attendance, particularly with passing tourists, 
was well in excess of previous years. The 30 minute ceremony 
concluded with a very pleasant reception in the RSL Rooms. 

MORNINGTON PENINSULA 
REGIONAL GROUP
Annual General Meeting and luncheon was held in November 2015 
the Chairman Brian L. Stahl OAM JP presented the 21st Annual 
Report outlining the highlights of the year and expressing his thanks 
to committee and members for their support and involvement. 

He announced the retirement of Tom Newman OAM, who had 
served on committee continuously for over 18 years, as a Secretary 
and Inaugural Convener of the Annual Schools Awards Program. 
He made a presentation of a “Sir John Holland Plaque” to Tom 
acknowledging his significant contribution. 

Guest Speaker on the day was Richard Rozen OAM who gave an 
enthralling and inspiring talk on his childhood war time experiences 
and then his successful business and community contribution to 
Australia. Chairman Brian presented Richard and Ryzia with some 
Mornington Peninsula Wines and thanked them for their attendance. 

At the AGM member, Andrew Mackenzie OAM spoke of his role in 
co-ordinating a worldwide celebration of the 150th Birthday of Dame 
Nellie Melba CBE who was born in Richmond on 19th May 1861. 
This included the international registration of the “Dame Nellie Melba 
Rose”. Andrew advised the meeting of his intention to arrange the 
official launch of the Rose, in conjunction with MPRG and Mornington 
Peninsula Shire on the Mornington Peninsula during 2016. 

The primary focus for committee this year will be carrying out a 
review of the purpose and activities of the Regional Group along 
with steps to create a greater awareness in the community of the 
Australian Honours System. 

A meeting has been held with the Mayor of Mornington Peninsula 
Shire. Agreement has been made for the Shire to jointly host the Annual 
Reception for Award Recipients in July and for a presentation to be 
made to Council on April 11th 2016. Meetings of the Regional Group 
will this year be held in the Shire Offices Queen Street Mornington. 

NORTH CENTRAL SUBURBS 
REGIONAL GROUP
The 2015 year finished on a high for the group with a very successful 
function that involved the AGM, recognition of 2015 award 
recipients and guest speaker- North Central Suburbs Regional Group 
member, Kel Glare AM APM former Chief Commissioner of Police. 
Much of the positive feedback from this event centered on the high 
profile of Kel and the fact that members were pleased to hear of the 
background/career of another of the Group’s members. 

In his address Kel advised of a program involving policing and 
schools and the committee is progressing discussions on possible 
avenues of involvement for the group. 

WESTERN SUBURBS 
REGIONAL GROUP
At the Annual meeting on 19th November 2015, Vance Hilton OAM 
was re-elected Chairman of the Regional Group, with Secretary/
Treasurer John Ravenhall AM.

The fascinating guest speaker at the AGM was Sr. Joan Healy OAM, 
who spoke on her experiences assisting refugees in dire need in 
Cambodia and surrounding countries. 

The Western Suburbs Regional Group’s first function for 2016 was a 
luncheon at Pascoe Vale Hotel with former Chief Commissioner of 
Victorian Police, Neil Comrie AO APM as the guest speaker. Neil spoke 
on his many activities and responsibilities since leaving the Police Force, 
particularly on government projects. These included the follow up to 
the Black Saturday bushfires and implantation of the recommendations 
following the Hazlewood coal fires affecting the people of Morwell. 
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NORTH EAST VICTORIA &  
GOULBURN VALLEY 
REGIONAL GROUP
Our AGM held in November at Kerferd Hotel, Beechworth was 
attended by 70 members and guests who immensely enjoyed the 
presentation by Prof Brendon Crabb from the Burnett Institute on 
tropical disease eradication. 

The AGM led to few changes, with Isabel Dunstan OAM retiring after 
many years on the committee, and replaced by Graham Kerr OAM who 
is a relatively new member of the OAA. John Brown AO was re-elected 
as Chairman with Deputy Chair, Barbara Thomas OAM, Adrian Twitt 
OAM as Secretary. Bruce Lloyd AM remains on the committee

The North East and Goulburn Valley Regional Group held the first 
gathering for the 2016 year on Sunday April 10th at Rutherglen. A 
multi-faith service was held in the Rutherglen Catholic Church 
conducted by Father Carey and assisted by Father Tinney. 

It was followed by a luncheon at The Tuileries Restaurant. 

There were 99 guests who were honoured to have the presence of 
Victorian Regional Groups Chair, Voi Williams OAM and The Hon. 
Tim Fischer AC as guest speaker. There were 12 new recipient guests 
attending for their first time. 

Timothy Andrew “Tim” Fischer, AC, has been involved in Australian 
politics in one form or another since 1971. He served as Deputy 
Prime Minister in the Howard Government from 1996 to 1999. He 
retired from Parliament in 2001, and was the Australian Ambassador 
to the Holy See between 2008 and 2012. 

“Riverina to Rome” was the title of Tim Fischer’s presentation. He 
spoke of his role as an ambassador and the way in which issues are 
dealt with. Tim was involved in assisting Australian passengers in 
the event of the sinking of an Italian tourist ship during his term. Of 
current interest, he noted, was the Channel Nine predicament where 
a mother sought to return her two children to Australia from Lebanon 
with the aid of the TV station. The outcome is yet to evolve. 

Naturally, his question session was focused on trains! 

Tim’s wife, Judith Brewer AO, who gained her award in The Order on 
Australia Day this year, was also present at the luncheon. 

Voi thanked Tim for his presentation and gave him a pair of Order of 
Australia Cuff Links. 

Voi went on to mention the wonderful work done by Kevin Howard 
OAM in establishing many Regional Groups and the current campaign 
to communicate and distribute the newsletter by email to reduce cost. 
She was given a copy of The Compendium for her own use and to use 
as an example for other groups which might do likewise. 

The next function will be a luncheon to be held on Sunday 21st 
August at the Shamrock Hotel in Numurkah. 

GIPPSLAND REGIONAL GROUP 
Order of Australia Association Regional Group members and friends gathered for a luncheon at Wild Dog winery on Sunday 9th April. 
Guest speaker Heather Stacy AM captivated everyone present with her talk titled” Agricultural Advocacy – it all started with grass”. 

Heather grew up on dairy farm very close to the winery and decided to make agriculture her 
career. This decision has culminated in her recent award as a Member of the Order of Australia 
for “significant service to primary industry, particularly as an administrator, and through the 
development of rural industries”. 

After studying at Dookie Agricultural College Heather headed overseas for two year and worked 
on a variety of farms in Great Britain. On returning to Australia she became Field Officer on 
King Island and since then has continued across agriculture from farm through to plate, and 
industries including dairy, meat and horticulture. 

The Three A’s -agriculture, advocacy and adventure have been the background for Heather’s 
life and formed the basis of her talk. She is a great believer “that you make your own luck and 
create your own environment”. 

With Heather’s positive attitude it is not surprising she is the recipient of an Anzac 
Fellowship, is a graduate of the Australian Rural Leadership Program and has a Master of 
Business Administration. Companies she has worked for include King Island Dairy, Metro 
Meat International, Simplot Australia, BlueScope Steel and Fonterra-both in Australia and 
internationally. Heather is currently on the boards of Rural Industries research and Development 
Corporation and West Gippsland Healthcare Group. 

OAA Regional Group Chairman Beth Delzoppo OAM from Neerim South gave a vote of thanks 
to Heather for her extremely interesting talk. 

The Group also presented a cheque to Vicky Hamilton OAM for the work of the Gippsland 
Asbestos Related Diseases Support  group.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The Victoria Branch 
acknowledges the ongoing and 
generous support of the Royal 
Automobile Club Victoria
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SOUTH CENTRAL SUBURBS 
REGIONAL GROUP 
Thirty-three members and guests enjoyed the South Central Suburban 
Regional Group’s visit to the Australian National Aviation Museum 
at Moorabbin Airport in March. The support of representatives from 
several other branches attending was greatly appreciated.

Museum volunteer John McCulloch presented a most interesting 
tour to view the Museum’s impressive collection of aircraft, engines 
and other items associated with Australia’s aviation history.

Members then enjoyed a Devonshire Tea at the Flight Deck Bar and 
Grill restaurant, with a panoramic view of the airport runway.

The next event for the South Central Suburban Regional Group is a 
special luncheon on Wednesday, 24 August at 12 noon for 12.30 pm 
at the iconic West Brighton Club, 22 Park Street, Brighton.

Guest speaker Lindsay Fox AC will present ‘Lunch with a Tricky 
Truckie’! Guests are welcome. 

Contact: Ross Newton OAM 9555 5549.

Photographs courtesy of Malcolm Threadgold

VICTORIA 
BRANCH
OFFICE-HOLDERS 
AND COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS
Patron: The Governor of Victoria 
Her Excellency The Hon. Linda 
Dessau AM 

Chairman: 
Mr Paul Wheelton OAM

Deputy Chair Metropolitan: 
Ms Diane James AM

Deputy Chair Country 
Mr Duncan Stalker OAM

Immediate Past Chair 
Mr David Mann OAM

Honorary Secretary 
Ms Marion Lau OAM

Honorary Treasurer 
Mr Julian Stock AM

Regional Groups Co-ordinator 
Mrs Voi Williams OAM

Committee 
Dr John Basarin OAM 
Mr Fred Harrington OAM 
Ms Cathy Roth OAM 
Mr Neil Soullier OAM 
Ms Christine Unsworth AM

Co-opted Members

Membership Officer 
Mr Tony Smith OAM

Merchandise Officer 
Mr Richard Rozen OAM

REGIONAL CHAIRS
Barwon Regional Group 
Mrs Barbara Abley AM

Central Highlands Regional Group 
Mr Geoff Crick OAM

Central Suburbs Regional Group 
Mrs Suzette Gallagher OAM

Eastern Suburbs Regional Group 
Mr Graeme Patterson OAM

Gippsland Regional Group 
Mrs Beth Delzoppo OAM

Loddon Campaspe Regional Group 
Mr John Higgs OAM

Mallee Regional Group 
Mr Vernon Knight AM

Mornington Peninsula Regional Group 
Mr Brian Stahl OAM JP

North Central Suburbs Regional Group 
Mr David Doherty OAM

North East Victoria and Goulburn Valley 
Mr John Brown AO

South Central Suburbs Regional Group 
Mr Roger Wilson OAM

South West Victoria Regional Group 
Mr Peter Habersberger AM RFD

Western Suburbs Regional Group 
Mr Vance Hilton OAM


