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Chairman’s Report
I am humbled to assume the role as Chair of the Victoria Branch of 
the Association for the next three years. I also congratulate Diane 
James AM on being appointed Deputy Chair - Metropolitan. 

Congratulations to Fred Harrington who moves from 
secondment to the Branch and to Dr John Bosarin OAM on 
his election to the branch committee. 

There are very large shoes to fill after the tireless work put in by 
Past Chairman David Mann OAM, to get the Victoria Branch to 
where it is now. 

However there is no “I” in team and it is the team on the Victoria Branch 
that represent you all who are the ones that drive the Association. 

We have developed a strategic approach to our goals and have 
been putting in place actions to head towards positive outcomes 
with those goals. 

Our key Victorian priorities are. 
1. Develop a yearly oration titled “Inspiring Australians”. We 

wish to have a very high profile Australian deliver an oration 

that will inspire our members and Australians at large.   
We hope to publish the oration and also have media take an 
interest in this annual event. 

2. To support our Foundation and commence funding of a 
scholarship with the Foundation for a student in Victoria.  We 
see an emphasis on Regional Universities to be important as 
they have been excluded from previous scholarship allocations. 

3. Support our regional groups in all areas.  This could include 
seed funding for Regional projects. We will increase 
resources at the State Branch level to aid in the functioning 
of the regional meetings and communication to branches. 

Part of the Chair role includes placement as a Director on the 
National Board I will be taking an agenda of positive change 
involving application of proven business principle to the meetings. 

I look forward to meeting you all as I fulfill the role you have 
entrusted to me. 

Paul Wheelton OAM

VICTORIA

SOUTH CENTRAL SUBURBS REGIONAL GROUP 

LUNCH WITH THE FORMER FIRST LADY OF TIMOR LESTE 
Our final event for the year was held on 
11th November at the Sandringham Club, 
attended by 71 members and guests. 
Included were representatives of the Friends 
of Laleia, established by Bayside Council, 
and the Friends of Manatuto, sponsored by 
Kingston Council, who both spoke briefly 
about their work to support Timor Leste. 

Guest speaker was Kirsty Sword Gusmao, 
AO, former First Lady of Timor Leste, our 
nearest neighbor (1 hour flight from Darwin 
to Dili) and newest nation on the planet. 

Kirsty now lives in Australia, and spoke about 
the history of the Nation and also her role. 
She also spoke about the Alola Foundation, 
which she established to improve the lives of 

women and children in Timor Leste. 

A truly outstanding address by a remark-
able young woman, which gave us much to 
consider for the future. 

Australia should not forget the debt owed to 
the people of Timor Leste, especially their 
protection and support of our servicemen 
during World War II. The Japanese treated 
the people of East Timor very badly; esti-
mates are that from 40,000 to 60,000 who 
aided and abetted our commandos on the 
island, were executed. 

Kirsty grew up locally and attended 
Sandringham Primary School, while her 
mother and father taught and met at 
Sandringham East Primary School. 

Prior to lunch, we arranged for Kirsty 
(supported by four of our Committee 
members) to visit the Sandringham East 
Primary School, where she laid a wreath and 
addressed students, teachers and parents at 
the Remembrance Day service, and then 
joined the teachers for morning tea. 

Kirsty presented books to the teachers’ and 
children’s libraries, and in turn was presented 
with a lovely bouquet of flowers, a book on 
the history of the school, and a children’s book 
for her to present to a School in Timor Leste. 

We were all moved by the children reading 
the poems they wrote for Remembrance 
Day. An experience never to be forgotten.

ANZAC 100 EVENT
The centerpiece of our Anzac 100 theme for 2015 was a well-attended luncheon held 
in August at the William Angliss Restaurant. Guest speaker, Tim Fischer AC, spoke 
about General Sir John Monash GCMG KCB VD, widely regarded as the best combat 
General to come out of the First World War. Monash was knighted in the field by the 
King, a very rare event. 

SUPPORT TO THE SECONDARY SCHOOLS’ DEBATING COMPETITION 
The Group continues to support the Debaters Association of Victoria secondary schools’ debating competition, providing medallions and 
cheques to winning teams. Local sponsorship from Buxton real estate, Brighton, covers cost of the cheques. 

In return we have an opportunity to present our message, usually to a large audience including students, teachers and some parents. This 
year presentations were made at St Leonard’s College and Wesley College.

FIRST EVENT FOR 2016 – THURSDAY, 17th MARCH 
This is a visit to the Australian National Aviation Museum at 1 Second Avenue, Moorabbin Airport on Thursday, 17th March at 9.30am. 

Founded in 1962, the Aviation Museum is run by a dedicated group of volunteers and members, and houses not just 50 aircraft and engines 
but models, uniforms and other items associated with Australia’s Aviation History. 

Among the collection of 50 Aircraft are rare and unique examples of Australian made aircraft including a WirrawayA20-10, a Victa Air Tourer 
and a DAP Mk21 Beaufighter. 

Further information may be obtained from either  Roger Wilson OAM 0418 395946, or Ross Newton OAM 9555 5549. 

CHANGE OF CHAIR 
We thank Garry Spencer AM for his excel-
lent work over the past year and welcome 
Roger Wilson OAM as new Chair of our 
Regional Group.
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CENTENARY OF GALLIPOLI 
CONCLUDES WITH A 
MESSAGE OF PEACE 
Evacuation of the ANZACs was one the most successful operations 
of the Gallipoli campaign. When it became clear to the War Cabinet 
in London that Gallipoli was an unwinable proposition, it was 
decided to leave quietly.  The winter was approaching fast, big 
German trench mortars started arriving on the Turkish side that 
would leave no safe place for the ANZACs and importantly, it was 
clear that the tenacity and resolve of the Turks, defending their 
homeland, was impossible to break. So, quietly they went.  There 
were over 40,000 ANZAC troops on 8th of Dec. and they all sailed 
away bit by bit each night until none was left in the early hours of 
20th of Dec 1915.  Despite predictions, there were few casualties 
during this operation. 

The ANZACs left behind thousands of their mates, mostly in 
unmarked graves. The Christmas waiting for them would be bitter.  
The Turks who lost ten times as many as Australians would start 
the grieving process for so many who perished.  The peace with 
its silence and serenity had arrived in the Anzac sector on the 
Gallipoli Peninsula. 

20 December 2015 marks the end of hostilities at Gallipoli in 
the ANZAC Sector.  The Centenary of this important event was 
commemorated at the Shrine of Remembrance in Melbourne, 
organised by Friends of Gallipoli Inc [FOGI]. Chairman of the 
Victorian State Branch of the Order of Australia Association Paul 
Wheelton, OAM, laid a wreath at the Sanctuary for the fallen.  
The Chairman of FOGI and a member of the Victorian State 
Branch, Dr John Basarin, OAM, suggested that this event could 
actually provide a message of peace as it marks the silencing of 
the guns at Gallipoli. 

DESIGNING FOR DEMENTIA – BY BRIAN KIDD AM 

Enabling Environments for People with Cognitive Issues 
Brian Kidd AM was a Queen’s Birthday 
1990 recipient for services to architectural 
design, particularly for the needs of the 
physically disabled and the frail aged. 
The OAA Barwon Regional Group 
member presented at the October 2015 
Annual Conference of the Association of 
Consultants in Access Australia (ACAA). 
He noted that we all find it acceptable 
to contemplate an old age troubled by a 
physical or sensory loss, but we all recoil 
at the thought of contracting a cognitive 
condition, when we are no longer able to 
be in control of our own life. 

At the Conference Brian presented a case 
to develop Australian Standards for the 
Ageing population. The Australian Bureau 
of Statistics (2012) estimate that 18.5% of 
the population have a significant disability. 
Accordingly, we have produced Australian 
Standards to cater for issues of Mobility (AS 
1428.1), Vision Impairment (AS 1428.1.4) 
and Hearing Impairment (AS 1428.1.5). 
Yet we have still neglected the potentially 
largest group of all – the aged, and 
particularly those with dementia. 

AS 1428.1 was only tested on people 
between the ages of 18 and 60 and so 
we do not have Standards applicable to 
a large proportion of the population. The 
key difference is that older people are 
more likely to require the assistance of a 
carer and the assistance of prosthetic aids 
and devices, and more likely to be beset 
by multiple disabilities and cognitive 
conditions. Dementia is the third leading 
cause of death in Australia, and there is 

no cure. It is the single greatest cause of 
disability in Australians aged 65 years and 
over. 

Currently people over 65 form 25% of the 
population, and this is forecast to grow to 
50% by 2050. Approximately one quarter 
of these will have some form of dementia 
or cognitive impairment. Alzheimer’s 
Australia report that there are over 321,600 
Australians living with dementia (2013 
figure). This is expected to increase by 
one third to 400,000 in less than 10 years. 
The number is expected to reach 900,000 
by 2050. 1,700 new cases are diagnosed 
every week. There are also 24,400 people 
in Australia with Younger Onset Dementia. 

At present many buildings for people 
with dementia are poorly resolved by 
designers organisations who are unaware 
of the verified research data in this field. 
We have been trying to overcome this 
deficiency by conducting design courses 
for senior architectural students at the 
University of Melbourne, Students simulate 
various impairments in order to develop 
their understanding of the range of human 
conditions. They simulate disabilities by 
spending time in a wheelchair, being 
blindfolded or wearing ear plugs, etc. 
They also undergo a Virtual Dementia 
Experience at Alzheimer’s Australia 

Previously, dementia was not seen as 
a normal part of ageing. Sufferers were 
classed as mental patients and confined 
in the feared and isolated asylums. We 
now realise that the design of the built 

environment has a definite influence on the 
behaviour of residents. There are several 
excellent examples. 

AS 1428.1 is particularly essential in 
ensuring our communities and buildings 
are inclusive for everybody. The present 
Standards are all predicated on the 
encouragement of independence, whereas 
frail aged care is characterised as a time of 
dependence and assistance by carers. 

A Standard for people with cognitive, 
intellectual or psychological problems 
will benefit far more than people 
with Alzheimer’s disease and related 
dementias. It will also benefit people with 
developmental difficulties, people with 
mental retardation, people with acquired 
brain injury, and younger children whose 
cognitive abilities are not as yet fully 
developed. Such a standard will be a major 
boon to people who for various reasons 
find the built and natural environment to be 
confusing, intimidating and unintelligible. 

Traditional and current solutions are not 
likely to be palatable to future generations. 
New creative models based on empathy, 
awareness of research data, and innovative 
thinking are required. With any solution, 
the key aim is to respect the dignity of 
the individual, enable them to function to 
the best of their residual abilities, and to 
nourish their souls and lift their spirits. 

Remember, statistics indicate it could be 
YOU! 

Brian J Kidd AM 

BARWON REGIONAL GROUP
This active Group is hosting a late afternoon function to meet 2016 Australia Day award recipients on Sunday, 28 February at TACV Torquay 
when the Guest Speaker will be Toni McCormack OAM.

Her motto is “how can we make it happen” 

Information and replies to waynemyers@outlook.com  


