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As this is our first newsletter for 2009 please 
accept my warm greeting for the rapidly 
advancing year. Easter has come and gone.  
 
At the AGM last November I was honoured to 
be elected as the Chair of the WA Branch and 
along with an experienced group of people 
elected to the State Executive, 2009 has the 
potential to be very exciting year for the 
Association. It will however not be without 
some challenges. I invite you to come on the 
journey and participate in the Branch activities. 
 
Let me introduce the Executive team for 2009. 
Maj.Gen. Barry Nunn AO accepted the role as 
Minute Secretary. Unfortunately we did not 
receive any nominations for the position of 
Honorary Secretary and the position remains 
vacant. Stan Nowak OAM is Treasurer with 
committee members Dr. Ken Collins AM, Anne 
Topelberg OAM, Gwen Roderick AM, Joy 
Sinclair OAM and Ian Passmore OAM.  John 
Hollingshead OAM and Noel Smith OAM have 
been co-opted into specialist roles on the 
Committee. 
 
Immediate Past Chairman Rod Willox AM will 
continue on the Executive in an ex officio 
position and will I am sure keep us up to the 
mark and headed in the right direction. 
 
The lack of a Hon. Secretary leaves the 
Branch a little vulnerable and to ensure we 
continue to operate at our usual high standard 
I have established several working groups. 

Ian Passmore is to be responsible for the 
Functions and Events Working Group ensuring�

the Honours Receptions and Annual Dinner 
are well presented. Anne Topelberg will head 
up the Youth Events Working Group that will 
include organizing the Reception for Youth and 
I will lead the Media and Public Relations 
Working Group that includes the production of 
Order News. 
�

� 
WA Police Academy 2008 Graduate of the Year Susan Smith 

being presented with the Order of Australia Association 
Award by Branch Chairman Clive Robartson OAM 

November 2008.   
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For many years now the WA Branch has 
supported two major youth activities the 
National Youth Orchestra’s Music Camp and 
the Surf Lifesaving Association.  There is no 
question that these are very worthy groups 
however the Executive feels that it is time for a 
change in direction.  A school/college essay 
competition has been determined as our new 
project. Discussion has been held with the 
Education Department and they have offered 
support for the project.   
 
The Executive is very conscious of the 
escalating cost of hiring venues for our 
functions. In 2009 you might expect some 
changes in venues, most likely outside the 
Perth CBD. 
 
The Executive are extremely grateful for the 
generous offer of the Rt. Honourable The Lord 
Mayor of Perth, Lisa Scaffidi to host the 
Australia Day Honours Reception at Council 
House. We sincerely thank the Lord Mayor and 
Councillors of the City for this very kind 
gesture. It proved to be a wonderful occasion. 
 
The Reception for Youth will continue to be 
held at the Government House Ballroom. It is 
to be held on Tuesday 16 June commencing at 
2:45 pm and your support for this event is 
encouraged. 
 
Finally we welcome and congratulate 42 West 
Australians who received Australian Honours 
on Australia Day. Most recipients were able to 
attend the welcome Cocktail Reception hosted 
by the City of Perth at Council House on 
Wednesday 11th March.     
 
I am looking forward to the year ahead. 
    
Clive RobartsonClive RobartsonClive RobartsonClive Robartson    
    

    
2009 EVENTS2009 EVENTS2009 EVENTS2009 EVENTS 

Please mark the following dates 
 in your diary 

 
 
 

 

Reception for YouthReception for YouthReception for YouthReception for Youth    
Government House 

  
 

Tuesday 16 June 2009 
Commencing at 2:45 pm. 

 

�

Annual Gala DinnerAnnual Gala DinnerAnnual Gala DinnerAnnual Gala Dinner    
Wednesday 2 September, 2009 

Royal Perth Golf Club 
Labouchere Road South Perth 

7:00pm for 7:30 pm �

    

Ecumenical Evensong Ecumenical Evensong Ecumenical Evensong Ecumenical Evensong 
ServiceServiceServiceService    

St. Georges Cathedral 
Sunday 7 June, 2009 

Commencing at 5:00 pm 
Address: Rev. Barry May AM 

Queen’sQueen’sQueen’sQueen’s    Birthday Honours Birthday Honours Birthday Honours Birthday Honours 
ReceptionReceptionReceptionReception    

Wednesday 29 July 2009 
Venue to be advised 

Commencing at 6:30 pm 
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HONOURS RECIPIENTS HONOURS RECIPIENTS HONOURS RECIPIENTS HONOURS RECIPIENTS �
Appointed a Companion (AC) - General Division 

 
The Honourable Kim Chr istian BEAZLEY,  
South Perth  
For service to the Parliament of Australia through 
contributions to the development of government 
policies in relation to defence and international 
relations, as an advocate for Indigenous people, and 
to the community. 
 
Appointed an Officer  (AO) - General Division 
 
Dr  James Ian GILL,   Nedlands  
For service to water resource management and 
administration in Western Australia, to the transport 
industry, and to education. 
 

 
New Officer of the Order Dr. Jim Gill AO (left) with Deputy 

Lord Mayor Cr. Janet Davidson and Chairman  
Clive Robartson OAM at the Australia Day Honours 

Reception City of Perth , 11 March 2009. 
 
Professor  Lynda Dent BEAZLEY, WA  
For service to medical science, particularly in the field 
of brain-related research both nationally and 
internationally, and as a contributor to the development 
of science policy in Western Australia. 
 
His Honour  Kevin James HAMMOND 
Crawley  
For service to the law, particularly in relation to criminal 
trial procedures and corruption investigation through 
judicial roles, review and administration. 
 

Appointed a Member (AM) - General Division 

Mr  Ian Leslie CARTER  Kardinya  
For service to the community, particularly through 
Anglicare WA and through executive roles in a range of 
social justice and community organisations. 
 

Mr  Geoffrey Ross CATTACH  Harvey  
For service to the community, particularly through the 
Children's Leukaemia and Cancer Research Foundation, 
and to agricultural, health, sporting and historical 
organisations in the Shire of Harvey. 
 
Mr  Alan Russell DODGE  Subiaco  
For service to arts organisations through management, 
administrative and advisory roles, through the continuing 
development of the Art Gallery of Western Australia, and 
to the community. 
 
Mr  Edward Douglas GRAHAM  Nedlands  
For service to the community through leadership roles in 
the successful search for HMAS Sydney. 
 
Professor  Warren Merton KERR       Mount Pleasant  
For service to architecture through leadership roles in a 
range of professional organisations and contributions to 
the planning and design of major health facilities. 
 

New Member recipient Prof. Warren Kerr AM (right) and 
Mrs. Kerr with guests Brian Kidd AM and Mrs Lauris Kidd at 

the Australia Day Honours Reception. 
 
Mr  David Ernest HARTLEY   Wannanup  
For service to medical science and to the community 
through the design and development of minimally 
invasive surgical technology, particularly the intra-aortic 
stent. 
 
Dr  Patr ick Joseph HENRY  South Perth  
For service to dentistry as a clinician, researcher and 
educator contributing to the advancement of implant 
dental techniques. 
 
Mrs Mary Alice SQUIRE  Mukinbudin 

For service to conservation and the environment through 
the protection and propagation of threatened plant 
species in semi-arid areas and the promotion of land 
care. 
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Awarded the Medal of the Order (OAM) - 
General Division 

Mrs Margaret Hazel ATKINS  Claremont  
For service to the community through a range of 
children's welfare organisations. 
 
Mrs June COPLEY   Balga  
For service to local government, to sporting 
organisations, and to the community of Balga. 
 
Mrs Leonie Freder ica COURTNEY-BENNETT  
Late of Safety Bay  
For service to people with a vision impairment through 
the Association for the Blind of Western Australia and as 
a teacher of Braille. 
 
Mrs Patr icia Ann DAVEY  Guildford  
For service to the community, particularly as a foster 
parent. 
 
Mr  Raymond Kevin DAVEY  Guildford  
For service to the community, particularly as a foster 
parent. 
 
Mr  Melville John (Mel) DAVIES 
Mount Helena  
For service to the community in the fields of mining 
history and veterans’  cycling. 
 
Mr  Ar thur  John DOUGLAS  Alfred Cove  
For service to aviation as a pilot, instructor and 
contributor to a range of industry bodies, and to the 
community. 
 
Mr  James George DOUGLAS  Wannanup  
For service to people with a hearing impairment through 
the Western Australian Deaf Society. 
 
Mr  Justin Cain EVESON  Victoria Park  
For service to sport as a Gold Medallist at the Beijing 
2008 Paralympic Games. 
 
Ms Susan Amelia GLASFURD   Swanbourne  
For service to international relations through the 
Australian American Association. 
 
Mr  Michael Mathew HARTNETT  Gosnells  
For service to sport as a Gold Medallist at the Beijing 
2008 Paralympic Games. 
 
Mr  Steven Leslie HOOKER 
For service to sport as a Gold Medallist at the Beijing 
2008 Olympic Games. 
 
Mr  Tyson John LAWRENCE Ballajura  
For service to sport as a Gold Medallist at the Beijing 
2008 Paralympic Games. 
 

Dr  Gary Philip HEWETT   Glen Forrest  
For service to the development of cross-cultural 
educational exchanges between Western Australia and 
Cambodia, and the establishment of services for children 
orphaned by HIV/AIDS. 
 

 
Medalist Dr. Gary Hewett OAM and Kim Hewett (left) with 

guests Di Collins, Dr. Patricia Kailis AM OBE and Clive 
Robartson OAM at the Australia Day Honours Reception. 

 
Mr  Harry LEAVER    Moora  
For service to the community, particularly through 
historical research of early explorers in the Western 
Australia region. 
 
Ms Jenny McNAE   Girrawheen  
For service to the performing arts, particularly theatre, 
as a director, actor and mentor of young artists. 
 
Mr  Neil Ormiston MacPHERSON 
Halls Head 
For service to the community, particularly through the 
establishment of the Burma Thailand Railway Memorial 
Association, and to raising the awareness of the 
prisoners of war experience. 
 
Mrs Pauline Anne MARLBOROUGH 
Attadale  
For service to education, particularly as a specialist 
teacher working with students with special needs, and 
through the Socio Psychological Education Resource 
Centre (WA). 
 
Mr  William Harold MARWICK Edgewater 
For service to the communities of Wanneroo and 
Joondalup, particularly through documentation of the 
region's history, and to the newspaper industry. 
 
Mr  Tony MISICH   Melville 
For service to education, particularly through the 
development and implementation of new initiatives in 
primary schools and to the Western Australian and 
Australian Primary Principals' Associations. 
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Mrs Deslee Mavis MOYLE 
For service to the community through the collection and 
preservation of photographic records of the Australian 
Churches of Christ Indigenous Ministries in Western 
Australia. 
 
Mr  Bradley John (Brad) NESS 
South Yunderup 
For service to sport as a Gold Medallist at the Beijing 
2008 Paralympic Games. 
 
Mrs Linda Olive NIXON  Dunsborough 
For service to the community of the Busselton region 
through roles with health and aged care organisations, 
and to hockey. 
 
Mr  Shaun Daryl NORRIS 
Alexander Heights  
For service to sport as a Gold Medallist at the Beijing 
2008 Paralympic Games. 
 
Mr  Denis William O'MEARA Dalkeith  
For service to the environment through native plant 
propagation and revegetation programs, to the mining 
industry, and to the community of the Pilbara region. 
 
Miss Tessa PARKINSON Beaconsfield  
For service to sport as a Gold Medallist at the Beijing 
2008 Olympic Games. 
 
Ms Katr ina PORTER 
For service to sport as a Gold Medallist at the Beijing 
2008 Paralympic Games. 
 
Miss Elise Maree RECHICHI Mosman Park  
For service to sport as a Gold Medallist at the Beijing 
2008 Olympic Games. 
 
Mrs Judith Helen TALBOT 
Brunswick Junction  
For service to the community of Brunswick Junction and 
the Shire of Harvey. 
 
Commodore Rober t Neil TROTTER RAN (Ret'd) 
Swanbourne  
For service to the community as a contributor to the 
successful search for HMAS Sydney. 
 
Dr  Rober t Leslie WEILAND 
Claremont  
For service to education in Western Australia, 
particularly for children with special learning needs. 
 

 
The Address of the Association is: 

PO Box 3525, Adelaide Terrace, Perth WA 6832 
Tel: 9225 5454;  Fax: 9325 9977 

 

Awarded the Medal of the Order (OAM) - 
Military Division 

Warrant Officer  Mark Rodney BUDDEN 
For meritorious service as the Chief of the Boat, HMAS 
Waller, from 2001 to 2004 and from 2006 to 2008 and 
in the Australian Fleet Sea Training Group between 
2004 and 2006. 
 
Wing Commander  Timothy John HURFORD  
For meritorious service to the Royal Australian Air 
Force in the development of the Air Force Reserves as 
Commanding Officer Number 25 Squadron and as 
Officer-in-Charge of the Training Development and 
Executive Officer Number 1 Airfield Defence Squadron. 
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The 23rd National Conference last February 
proved to be a very enjoyable time for the 12 
Western Australian delegates shown below in 
their splendor at the Gala Dinner.  
� �

 
 

Col. Rod Willox AM was recognized by the 
National President Dr. Neil Conn AO for his 
contribution over the last 3 years to the 
National Executive (see photograph below). 
 

�
�
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Rod Willox AM attended his final National 
Committee Meeting at the Sofitel Hotel 
Brisbane on Friday 20 February 2009, held as 
part of the National Conference. Clive 
Robartson OAM sat in at the meeting as the 
incoming Director from Western Australia. 
 
The following National Office Bearers were 
appointed at the AGM held on Saturday 21 
February – Dr Neil Conn AO President, Ms. 
Dina Browne AO Chair, Air Commodore Peter 
McDermott AM re-elected as Deputy Chair, 
Colonel Roger Dace AM appointed Hon. 
Secretary (following the retirement of Jim 
Leedman AM) and Mr. Geoff Vincent AM was 
re-elected Treasurer. 
 
The major items addressed that had particular 
relevance to WA were as follows- 

·  Finance – Mr. Geoff Vincent reported 
that in spite of the Global Economic 
Crisis the Association’s investments 
have come through very well and 
finances are sound. 

·  Branch Rules - the subcommittee 
formed in August last year has 
reviewed all responses received from 
the Branches. Most Branches agreed to 
use the Model Rules that had been 
proposed (adopted by NSW, QLD, WA, 
ACT and NT Branches). Victoria, SA 
and Tasmania submitted modified rules 

that contained the major elements of 
the Model Rules.  

·  Regional Groups – some States have 
many Regional Groups some very 
active. A full afternoon session of the 
Conference was dedicated to 
discussion on Regional Group 
activities. It was a lively afternoon with 
many interesting and informative 
proposals presented. June Hodgson 
OAM of our Great Southern Regional 
Group participated in the Forum. 

 
The 2010 National Conference is to be held in 
Adelaide. I hope that since this is our closest 
Capital City that perhaps more West Australian 
members will attend. Please think about 
attending and start planning now (details 
below).                                      �
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Ecumenical Evensong Ecumenical Evensong Ecumenical Evensong Ecumenical Evensong 

ServiceServiceServiceService    
St. Georges Cathedral 
Sunday 7 June, 2009 

Commencing at 5:00 pm 
Guest Speaker: Rev. Barry May AM 
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