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VALE – MEMBERS OF THE ASSOCIATION

To advise of  the passing of  members of  the Association,
Contact the Branch Secretary Marion Lau OAM   Phone: 0418 966 143. Email: msfl@bigpond.com

Central Highlands Regional Group. Chairman: Bill Pryor  AO  
A successful 14th Annual Luncheon of  the Group was held at on 1st May at the new Ballarat Golf  Club  
attended by 74 members and guests.  The latter included Mr Don Hyde AM, Victoria State Chairman and Mrs 
Ailsa Hyde, Councillor Judy Verlin, Rev Kate Tierney of  Central Uniting Church who earlier had conducted a 
service of  recognition, assisted by three committee members of  the Central Highlands Group.  They were Nina 
Valentine OAM, Mary Akers OAM and Bruce McKnight OAM.

Guest speaker was the Honorable Austin Asche AC QC of  Darwin former Administrator and Chief  Justice 
of  the Northern Territory. His address entitled “The two most successful revolutions in history” was full 
of  surprises in focussing most wittily, not on military endeavours, but on the roles of  WS Gilbert and PG 
Wodehouse in lampooning the British class system, occasioning (he claimed) some significant change.  A unique 
feature of  the address was the participation of  Dr Hayden 
Downing of  Melbourne who sang appropriate extracts 
from G & S operas pinpointing precise examples of  foolish 
behaviour attributed to such as the House of  Lords and 
minor royalty. 

Local member Peter Hiscock AM thanked the guests and 
stressed how much everybody had enjoyed this unusual but 
fascinating address. Group Secretary Jan Allitt OAM made 
suitable presentations to the speaker and his wife Dr Valerie 
Asche AM, and to the singer and his partner.

The Chairman reminded the gathering that the display on 
OAA  members in this region would continue until mid-July 
this year at the Gold Museum

Guest Speaker, the Hon Austin Asche AC QC and Group Chairman, Dr Bill Pryor AO
					     Photograph courtesy of  The Courier, Ballarat, Victoria.

Eastern Suburbs Group
Since the last Newsletter both the Activities and Awards sub-committees have been very active.    On   Friday 27th May 
over 40 ESRG members and guests attended an excellent “at home” concert at the Defence Force School of  Music in 
Newman Hall, Simpson Barracks, Watsonia.    This was followed by an informal lunch at the Lower Plenty Hotel. 

On Wednesday 29th June a successful function was held  with  a tour and visit to Question Time in the Upper and Lower 
Houses  of  the Victorian Parliament followed by a “Christmas in July” lunch at Parliament House, as guests of  the Hon 
Bruce Atkinson MP, President of  the Upper House

The 2011 Australia Day Honours list included a disappointing small number of  recipients in the ESRG area.  Consequently, 
under the strong leadership of  Kaele Way AM JP the Awards sub-committee has been very active in contacting local 
councils/shires and community groups to increase knowledge of  the Order of  Australia and Order of  Australia 
Association and encourage nominations for Order of  Australia awards.

In addition, earlier in the year a Questionnaire was sent to all Association members in the ESRG area.   There were 
many interesting responses but we consider that a number of  members intended to reply but time and other priorities 
prevented this.    It is not too late to reply; all replies should now be sent to the ESRG committee chair, Robert (Bob) 
Law AM at 22 Nara Rd Mitcham, 3132, Tele 98734193.    All members are encouraged to contact Bob on any matter, 
including ESRG functions.   
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Barwon Regional Group. Chairman: John Johnson  AO APM QPM
The Mayor of  the City of  Greater Geelong Councillor Mitchell has again offered a Mayoral Reception for 
regional recipients of  Awards in the Australia Day and Queen’s Birthday Honours lists for 2011.The Reception 
will be attended by the recipients and their partners, members of  the Regional group Committee and local 
members of  the three emergency services who were recognized during the year for their outstanding work in the 
community. Date of  the July Reception will be advised.

Regional Group Contacts 

North Eastern & Goulburn Valley: Kevin Howard OAM Email: kmpro@w140.aone.net.au
Eastern Suburbs: Bob Law AM OBE Email: bob.law@optusnet.com.au
Barwon: Mr. John Johnson AO APM QPM. Chairman Phone: (03)5258 4740 Email: glaneuse1@yahoo.com.au
Mornington Peninsula.  Mr Brian Stahl OAM, JP. Chairman:   (03)5979 4343 Email: ber.bri@bigpond.com
Central Highlands: Dr. William Pryor AO. Chairman. Email: commvet@netconnect.com.au
Loddon Campaspe: Graeme Millar OAM Email: elgrae@bigpond.com.au
Western Suburbs: John Nicol OAM Email: john@nicolgroup.com.au
South Central Suburban. Mr. Geoff Oscar AM, Chairman  (03) 9521 9065 Email: genoscar@melbpc.org.au
Central Suburbs: Mr. Wellington Lee AM  OBE RFD  JP Chairman. Phone: 0418 108 556
South West Victoria: Mr. Peter Habersberger  AM RFD Chairman. Phone: (03)9576 0021 Email: (pghabers@bigpond.com)
Gippsland: Peter Wood OAM Email: woody69@dodo.com.au
Mallee: Ken Wright OAM Email: wrightken@bigpond.com;
Victoria Branch: Don Hyde AM Email: dhyde1@bigpond.net.au

How to Replace Lost Insignias

The Order of  Australia Association cannot replace lost insignia or lapel pins. Replacements can only be obtained 
from the The Secretary,Order of  Australia, Government House, Yarralumla. ACT. 2600. telephone ( 02) 6283 
3533. email: honours@gg.gov.au 

South Central Suburban Group. Chairman Geoff  Oscar  AM
The Musical Treat and luncheon at the Dendy Theatre in May was a great success.  Our member and world-acclaimed 
theatre organist David Johnston OAM presented a wonderful program showing off   the fabulous Wurlitzer organ (originally 
at the Capitol Theatre), with a tour of  its complex works and finishing with an accompaniment to a Buster Keaton silent 
movie.  We thank the over ninety people in attendance for their support, some from as far away as Hobart, Warrnambool 
and Rosebud, 

Our program for the year is complete.  We have welcomed Queen’s Birthday Honours recipients.  Together with the 2011 
Australia Day recipients they will be congratulated on their awards at a civic function in August, when we will join hosts 
Kingston City Council in welcoming themall to the Order. We will also be recognising regional schools debating finalists 
in August.

In September we look forward to visiting the Australian Tapestry Workshop in South Melbourne,  then in October, at 
our AGM at the Beaumaris RSL, we will welcome State Chairman Don Hyde AM as our Guest Speaker.  The year will be 
rounded out with an end-of-year luncheon in November.
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THE ORDER OF AUSTRALIA ASSOCIATION VICTORIA BRANCH 
P.O. BOX 18389, Collins St East, Melbourne VIC 8003

Chairman

Don Hyde AM
Tel: (03) 9509 3064
Fax: (03) 9509 3513

Deputy Chairman
(Metro)

David Mann OAM
Tel: (03) 8667 3600 

Hon. Secretary

Marion Lau OAM
Tel: (03) 9527 2262
Fax:  (03) 9527 2262

Hon. Treasurer

Trevor Brown AM
Tel. (03) 9870 0495
Fax: (03) 9812 6993

Committee contacts

“To foster love and pride in Australian citizenship and to uphold the high principles and prestige of  the Order of  Australia”

Deputy Chairman 
( Country): 

Kevin Howard OAM 
Tel: (03) 5722 2971

ROYALAUTO
READER SURVEY 2011

Fill out our reader survey for your chance 
to WIN one of three great prizes. 
Just fill in the reader survey in your July
edition of RoyalAuto or online at
http://royalauto.questionpro.com

We want to know what you think about
RoyalAuto – to help us produce the
magazine that’s right for you.

WIN an APT Magnificent Europe river cruise for two people, valued at up to $20,000
2ND PRIZE a $1000 voucher for RACV Inverloch Resort
3RD PRIZE an iPad 2 WIFI, valued at $579

1ST
PRIZE

ROYALAUTOMAY 2011

PEOPLE 
Stunt woman’s 
road safety 
message

DISCOVER
The Peninsula 
in winter

IN MOTION  
Suzuki Swift
Audi A1

True colours
The Southern Grampians’
best sights, smells and tastes

ROYALAUTOJUNE 2011

Shop
savvy
Be a smarter
consumer

PEOPLE
Robert Doyle: 
fame and 
families

DISCOVER 
Delicious Echuca
Feel-good Frisco

IN MOTION  
Kia Optima
Winter car tips

INTRODUCING. . . 
RACV Golf 
Membership

ROYALAUTOJULY 2011

The devil 
in the detail
What your car really costs you

PEOPLE One Hundred women DISCOVER Hidden Sydney 
IN MOTION  Mercedes C-Class   PLUS Win more than $20,000 in prizes

Full terms and conditions are available at www.racv.com.au/royalauto. VIC Permit No. 11/1053.
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Order of  Australia Association Merchandise
How to Order:
 
Quantity
	 ………	 Tie (new design)			   @ $35.00 plus $2.00 postage
	 ……… 	 Tie (original design)			   @ $35.00 plus $2.00 postage
	 ……… 	 Scarf  			   @ $27.50 plus $2.00 postage       
	 ……… 	 Pen			   @ $10.00 plus $1.00 postage
	 ………	 Cuff  Links (Set)			   @ $30.00 plus $5.00 postage
	 ………	 Brooch			   @ $15.00 plus $2.00 postage
	 ………	 Sir Zelman Cowen Booklet	 @ $10.00 plus $2.00 postage
  ………	 Decal (57mmx 78mm)			   @ $4.00 plus   $1.00 postage

Mail your order and cheque to:
Richard Rozen OAM, 
National Merchandise Officer
3/144 Were Street, Brighton. Victoria 3186
Phone: (03) 9592 8068.  Fax: (03) 9592 1767
Make cheques payable to ‘ The Order of  
Australia Association. Victoria Branch’

(only Members are permitted 
to wear Association merchandise)


