GOLD COAST REGION GARDEN PARTY
24 OCTOBER 2009

From a mail out of 150 invitations 40 people accepted. Eighteen hold awards
in the Order. | particularly want to thank our hosts John Kearney, AM, QC
and Alison Kearney who again made the grounds of their home, Jabiru,
available to the Association. A short history of their home follows this report.
This was the fifth such Association function at Jabiru. The Kearneys
organised the musical back drop from All Saints Anglican College and our
thanks go to the musicians and the organisers.

| want to mention Association members new to this Region’s functions. Firstly
Dr Bruce Cook, OAM and Lesley Freeman, OAM both of whom were in this
year’'s Australia Day Honours List. Congratulations and welcome to their
guests. Also new are Keith Hilless, AM and his wife Jenifer. In addition Joan
Yet Foy, OAM bought five of her friends and relatives to join us.

As our host, Mr John Kearney, AM, QC, requested | invited the Japanese
Consul General in Brisbane and | am pleased we were able to welcome Mr
Makoto Hinei and his wife Anna. | hope they found this function enjoyable.

From the Association’s QId Branch Committee we welcomed Ross Dwyer,
OAM, the Secretary and Maureen Dwyer.

A major Association function in Brisbane approaches: the QId Branch’s
Annual General Meeting and Annual Dinner on Friday 20 November 2009.
Acceptance forms will be in the Branch Bulletin to be mailed next week.

One couple who always attend this Region’s functions but who could not this
year are Kevin Cooke, AO and Anne Cooke. This weekend being the Gold
Coast Around the Streets Car Races, Kevin and Anne were effectively
confined to barracks at their home in Main Beach. They specifically e-mailed
me to wish us a successful function.

Finally, my thanks go to those who made this function possible: the
Kearneys; the caterers from Bilambil Farm; all who helped today; and all of
you who attended. | hope you enjoyed the function.

AVM (Rtd) Bill Collins AO
Convenor Gold Coast Region



Dr Bruce Cook OAM Noelle Cook and AVM (Rtd) Bill Collins AO

AWM (Rtd) Bill Collins AO and Professor Errol Maguire AM RFD

Bill Kirk AM and Max Robi nson AO OSTJ QPM JP



AWM (Rtd) Bill Collins AO Professor Emeritus Bill Caelli AO
and Dr El eanor Crosby

Joan Canpbell and Lt Col (Rtd) Max Bond AM RFD ED

JABIRU HOMESTEAD, MUDGEERABA

Jabiru has been home to John and Alison Kearney for more than 30 years.
The hilltop site of Jabiru was first acquired by the Kearney family in the early
1970,s and has continued as a grazing property.

The Kearney family purchased the homestead in 1974 where it was located at
Marine Parade in Southport the site where the Australia Fair Shopping Centre
now stands. It was originally built and owned by the Cribb family, well known
timber merchants from Ipswich. Thomas Bridson Cribb being Colonial
Secretary from 1901 to 1903. It was later owned for many years by a famous
doctor.

The homestead was relocated to Jabiru in dramatic fashion during the 1974
floods and restored to its former glory. It proudly displays the features of early



Queensland architecture and is arguably one of the oldest remaining heritage
homesteads on the Gold Coast.

As well as the homestead the Kearney’s also moved much of the garden from
Marine Parade including large palm, poinciana and frangipani trees, all of
which have flourished on the Jabiru Homestead site.

Until the Sorrento mansion Bartinon was built, in comparatively recent years
by Sir Justin and Lady Hickey, many of the prominent functions on the Gold
Coast took place at Jabiru Homestead including Save the Children Fund and
the Surf Life Saving.

Visitors to Jabiru Homestead have included the new American Ambassadors
and Consuls, politicians such as Eric Robinson, Andrew Peacock, John
Howard (then Treasurer) and local favourite son John Franklin along with
many prominent Gold Coast locals who have enjoyed the Kearney’'s
hospitality.

In recent years groups such as the Order of Australia Association, Australian
American Association, Australia-Britain Association and the Mental Health
Research Institute have enjoyed garden parties at Jabiru by courtesy of John
and Alison Kearney.

The property has been maintained and lived in as part of the heritage of the
Gold Coast.



